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Virtual Shell
Show To Feature
Over 35 Videos
submitted by Joe Timco

“T

he Shell Show Must Go On” is
the motto for Sanibel-Captiva
Shell Club as members prepare
to host the free Virtual 2021 Sanibel Shell
Show on Friday and Saturday, March 5
and 6 from noon to 3 p.m. EST on the
club’s YouTube channel. The schedule
for the two-day video program will be
revealed before the show on the club
website at https://sanibelshellclub.com
and the show’s daily links will also be
posted on the website.
Highlighting the program are over 35
original videos from shell artists, museums,
institutions, universities and the SanibelCaptiva Shell Club itself. Beach and
shell videos will be featured. One gives
an overview of the five Sanibel public
beaches, has aerial drone footage and

Original videos will be featured on the Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club’s YouTube channel

images provided

describes which shells you may find at
each beach. Others include an underwater
view of snorkeling on Sanibel, what
Sanibel beaches look like after a storm,
beach etiquette, amazing footage of the
live mollusk animals that make those
beautiful shells, what you’ll find when
there are “no” shells on the beach, and
how to clean sand dollars and sea urchins.
Just for fun, viewers will learn how
to create several DIY shell projects, see
glimpses of incredible shell art by the
artists themselves, hear the story behind
painted Sanibel Shells, and get ideas from
101 ways to display shells.
Research videos will present the
science behind estimating the lifespan
of horse conchs, ongoing investigations
to improve the ocean’s water quality, a
seafloor survey of deep-water mollusks
like junonias and a virtual fossil field trip to
collect Pleistocene shells.
Other videos explain the history of the
Sanibel Shell Show and what a “normal”
year at the shell show looks like, behindthe-scenes tours of two museums and their
continued on page 22

Auction And
Appraisals During
Peek Repurposed
submitted by Sue Denham

I

ntroducing one of the most intriguing
and unique fundraisers of the current
season. The Zonta Club of SanibelCaptiva invites you to help them empower
women by taking part in Peek at the
Unique 2021 Repurposed, a one-time
event that replaces the club’s traditional,
three-hour tour of island homes.
Working within COVID-19 guidelines,
the club has designed an event featuring
a virtual auction of re-imagined furniture
and décor and new art donated by local
artists, plus a rare opportunity to have
your valuables informally appraised by
local experts.
Both events begin now. For the
auction, go online to www.zontasancap.
org/fundraising, sign in and peruse
the 30-plus items available. You’ll find
a giclée titled Jump for Joy from the
estate of beloved artist Ikki Matsumoto.
You’ll see a wrapped canvas print titled
Nesting Cormorants, the cover of last
year’s Peek at the Unique program, by
wildlife photographers Dick Fortune and
Sara Lopez. You’ll want to bid on the
hand hooked pillow from the renowned

Hand hooked pillow by fiber artist Katie
Gardenia
photos provided

Katie Gardenia; and discover many
other repurposed and unique items from
talented local artists.
The complete catalog is available online
at www.zontasancap.org. The auction
runs March 1 through 10, and those with
winning bids may pay securely online and
pick up purchases on Saturday, March 13
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at The Community
House on Sanibel.
On the same day, March 13, plan
to visit the new Blue Giraffe location in
Beachview Estates (at Sanibel Island Golf
Club, 1100 Par View Drive). For your
$100 donation, receive an in-person,
15-minute session with either Carlos
Fernandez of Sanibel’s Congress Jewelers
or H. Peter Curran, an expert in antiques.
Curran, a member of Appraisers

Painted chair by interior designer Marla
Manning


Association of America, has extensive
experience appraising American and
European paintings, prints, silver and
furniture from the 18th, 19th and 20th
centuries. He toured for six years with
Antiques Roadshow, worked behind
the scenes for one year, pre-screening
material. Fernandez, with Congress
Jewelers since 1998, is a diamond
graduate of the Gemological Institute of
America with over 30 years’ experience,
specializing in antique and vintage jewelry,

Original watercolor by Sanibel artist Shah
Hadjebi

watches and signed period pieces. And
while these appraisals will not be certified,
both experts will offer a discount should
participants need a formal appraisal later.
Reservations for both types of
appraisal, with 15-minute sessions from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. for up to three items,
are now open at www.zontasancap.
org/fundraising or bit.ly/ZontaPeek. As
always, all proceeds will be awarded in
continued on page 16
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International
Women’s Day
Celebration

A

film about Rachel Carson and the
announcement of a new endowed
conservation fund for girls will
be part of the virtual celebration of
International Women’s Day on Monday,
March 8 for the JN “Ding” Darling
National Wildlife Refuge on Sanibel.
The global observance, which began in
1911, applauds the social, economic,
cultural and political achievements of
women all over the world. The “Ding”
Darling Wildlife Society-Friends of the
Refuge (DDWS) orchestrates the day’s
virtual events.
As part of its 9th annual “Ding”
Darling Film Series, DDWS will air
A Sense of Wonder, a 54-minute
documentary chronicling environmental
pioneer, biologist Rachel Carson, in the
final year of her life. It portrays Carson
as she looks back over her dealings with
the government, media and chemical
industry following the release of her
then-controversial watershed book,
Silent Spring, in 1962.
The film, sponsored by Sanibel
Captiva Beach Resorts, is available for
viewing for free any time that day, with
a Zoom virtual discussion scheduled
for 5 p.m. Pre-registration for the
film and discussion are required; visit
www.dingdarlingsociety.org/articles/
lecture-and-film-series for links. Those

Dr. Louise Merrimon Perry retired to Sanibel,
where she provided free eye exams for
children
photos provided

who register for the film will receive an
email a day before the showing with the
streaming link and password along with
a link to the Zoom discussion.
Also, in conjunction with
International Women’s Day, DDWS
announces the establishment of a
permanent endowed fund honoring
the life of Dr. Louise Merrimon Perry,
the first woman to donate land to the
refuge, protecting the coastal Perry
Tract on Sanibel Island. The Dr.

Participants can view a free film that day



Louise Merrimon Perry Conservation
Fund for Girls, known familiarly as
the LMP Fund for Girls, honors the
highly respected ophthalmologist and
malacologist who retired to Sanibel.
Dr. Perry valued and appreciated
the island’s wildlife and understood the
importance of protecting its habitat
from future development. Upon her
passing in 1962, she donated her fourplus acre beachfront property to the
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service to maintain
as a safe haven for wildlife.
The Perry Tract lies adjacent to

Gulfside City Park, where DDWS and
the refuge installed a kiosk for beach
visitors to learn more about Dr. Perry,
the shells and wildlife they may find,
and the importance of helping to
protect and preserve the land.
Dr. Perry’s family is establishing the
endowed conservation fund to support
women in the field of conservation and
those – who as a teacher, program
leader, or in other such roles – are
impacting the lives of girls by inspiring
future conservation stewards.
“What an appropriate day to
celebrate two outstanding women
and their work saving wildlife,” said
DDWS Executive Director Birgie Miller.
“Throughout history, women have made
and continue to make a significant
impact in conservation, but their
contributions often go unrecognized.
The LMP Fund for Girls will allow the
refuge and DDWS to recognize and
support women making those small and
large differences in conservation. It is
an honor to recognize Dr. Perry in this
way.”
Anyone interested in supporting
the LMP Fund for Girls in honor of
International Women’s Day can visit
www.dingdarlingsociety.org to make a
gift online or call Miller at 292-0566.

Read us online at
www.IslandSunNews.com

You Can’t Win If You Don’t Play!
The Raffle is on for 5 Fabulous Baskets!
•
•
•
•
•

4 Day/3 Night stay at Sundial Resort
3 Day/2 Night stay at Casa Ybel Resort
Sanibel Jewelry Spectacular
Sanibel Beach Getaway
Fishing Excursion

Tickets are $3 each, 6 for $10, 15 for $20 or 50 for $50

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW!

Winners will be announced Friday, March 12
All raffle proceeds benefit Captains For Clean Water

Fresh Made Sandwiches To Go! Getting ready to go to the beach? Let us pack a lunch for you!
Open Daily from 8am-10pm • Two Great Shops In One Location! On the East End of Sanibel, near the Lighthouse

362 Periwinkle Way • 239-476-0796 • www.SanibelsBestHomemadeIceCream.com
Please like us on

Facebook,

Instagram and

Twitter

We deliver
to East End
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Discover

LET’S
EAT!

CREATIVELY CRAFTED,
ABSOLUTELY FRESH &
UNDENIABLY DELICIOUS!

Shopping Center
1975 Periwinkle Way

morning nosh/cold brew & hot coffee
daily crafted handhelds, salads, soups,
pizzas, sweets, & much more!
oven ready entrees/hors d’oeuvres
event catering & private chef services
concierge menus
2003 Periwinkle Way (Tahitian Gardens Plaza) • Sanibel

239.887.0050 •

paperfigkitchen.com

For individual shop information: www.ShopOnSanibel.com
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Churches/Temples

Captiva Island Historical Society

Looking Back:
Captiva Island

T

his week’s
image gives a
look back at
a 1995 poster for
the movie Captiva
Island, starring
Ernest Borgnine
and Arte Johnson.
The History Gallery, developed
by the Captiva Island Historical
Society, features many photos like
this. All ages are welcome to step
aboard a wooden replica of the
old mailboat, Santiva, to capture
the spirit of Captiva and learn
through graphic and video panels
about the events and people that
shaped the island. The History
Gallery is accessed through the
Captiva Memorial Library, located
on Chapin Lane, and open during
library hours. Call 533-4890 for
information.
Visit the website at www.
captivaisland
historicalsociety.org/archives/
research to view many more images
to bring you closer to Captiva.



image courtesy
Captiva Island Historical Society Archives

BAT YAM-TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Complete Shabbat Worship Service
including Torah reading Zoomed from
Fellowship Hall at SCUUC every Friday
night at 7.30 p.m. Shabbat morning
discussion led by Rabbi Fuchs at 9.30
a.m. (email batyamsanibel@gmail.com
to request the Zoom links). Food and
paper drive donation drop-offs on the first
Thursday of each month from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. at Sanibel Congregational United
Church of Christ. Rabbi Stephen Fuchs,
Cantor Murray Simon, President Michael
Hochschild, www.batyam.org, 2050
Periwinkle Way, 732-780-2016.
HISTORIC CAPTIVA
CHAPEL BY THE SEA
Rev. Larry Marshall. Outdoor services
every Sunday at 11 a.m. Nov. 8, 2020
through April 25, 2021. Services posted
on Chapel’s Website for viewing. Weekly
Bible Study on Tuesdays at 10 a.m. Masks
are mandatory and social distancing will
be in effect. www.captivachapel.com,
www.facebook.com/Captiva-Chapel-ByThe-Sea, 11580 Chapin Lane Captiva,
472-1646.
CHAVURAT SHALOM
(Fellowship of Peace) Friday Shabbat
services led by members at 6 p.m.
Saturday morning Jewish current events
at 11 a.m. Talks by members on topics
of interest Thursdays at 11 a.m. Contact
ChavuratShalom@gmail.com to participate
on Zoom.
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
Services at the Christian Science Church
of Sanibel-Captiva have resumed as
follows: Sunday service at 10:30 a.m.,
Wednesday meeting at 4:30 p.m. Reading
room open on Friday, 10 a.m. to noon.
2950 West Gulf Drive, 472-8684.

SANIBEL COMMUNITY CHURCH
Contemporary Service at 9 a.m. and
Traditional Service at 11 a.m. in the Main
Sanctuary. Now offering a “Masks Only”
service via live stream at 9 and 11 a.m. in
Fellowship Hall. View the Sunday Service
online at www.sanibelchurch.com, 1740
Periwinkle Way, 472-2684.
SANIBEL CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
The Reverend Dr. John H. Danner,
Sr. Pastor. The Rev. Deborah Kunkel,
Associate Pastor. Livestream service at 11
a.m., www.sanibelucc.org, 2050 Periwinkle
Way, 472-0497.
ST. ISABEL CATHOLIC CHURCH
Father Ed Martin, Pastor, Saturday Vigil
Mass at 5 p.m., Sunday Mass at 8:30
and 10:30 a.m. Daily Mass Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday at 8:30 a.m. 3559
Sanibel-Captiva Road, 472-2763.
ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
The Rev. Bill Van Oss, Rector. View
Sunday service online, through Facebook
or YouTube. Most services and meetings
have transitioned to online formats. Visit
website for information on Bible studies
and other offerings. Drive Up Communion
every Sunday, 9:15 to 10:15 a.m., www.
saintmichaels-sanibel.org, 2304 Periwinkle
Way, 472-2173.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS
OF THE ISLANDS
Meets 5 p.m. on the third Sunday of each
month from December through April at
Sanibel Congregational United Church
of Christ. A potluck is held at a member’s
home on the third Sunday of each month.
ryi39@aol.com, 2050 Periwinkle Way,
433-4901.
Email changes to press@islandsunnews.
com or call 395-1213.
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“An Ocean Boutique”
“Where Islanders Have Sent Their Friends & Family To Shop Since 1976”
Sanibel & Worldwide Shells • Corals & Exotic Sealife
Shell Gifts • Jewelry • Books • Candles • Lamps • Craft Supplies
T-Shirts • Tanks • Muscles • Hoodies • Hats • Cover-Ups & Dresses
Handmade Shell Xmas Ornaments & Flowers
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BACK
45 Years On Sanibel!

SHELL & CAPIZ
WINDCHIMES

$26 BEACH DRESSES

Huge selection

Big selection

20% OFF

E
FRET!
F
GI

Adult & Kids T’s
sizes XS-XL

3 for $23
XXL 3 for $29

Voted The Best Shell
Shop in SW Florida
-News Press Readers Poll
2000-2019
Voted The Best Gift Shop
in SW Florida 2019

20% Off
Any Single Item
(cash sales only)

SUN

THIS
WEEK

$20 ea.
2 FOR $39

THIS WEEK

WE
SHI
P!

Good with coupon
not valid on sale items

1157 Periwinkle Way
472-6991 • 472-8080
Open 7 Days 9:30am ‘til 7:30pm
SheSellsSeaShellsSanibel.com

Winner Best Shell Shop
-Islander/Island Reporter
Readers Poll 2000-2020
2015 Best Craft Shop &
Best Gift Shop

for

W omen & m en

Manicures and Pedicures by Lois
Hair Styling
linda • mariSa • Jeanne

695 Tarpon Bay Road, Sanibel

239-472-2591
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TAHITIAN GARDENS
1975-2019 PERIWINKLE WAY

Adventures In Paradise
Cedar Chest Fine Jewelry
Cheeburger Cheeburger
Pandora’s Box
Paper Fig Kitchen
Sanibel Cafe
Sanibel Resort Wear
Sanibel Sole
Shiny Objects
Synergy Sportswear

Come for the beaches...
discover the shopping!
An upscale ambiance at four distinctive Centers.
You’ll find boutique shopping, family dining, personal services.

Wilford & Lee Home Decor

Now open at
The Village Shops

THE VILLAGE SHOPS
2340 PERIWINKLE WAY

Coco y Cabana
Priscilla’s of Sanibel
Tribeca Hair Salon
Traders 2 (T2)
T2 Gifts
Watson MacRae Gallery
Why Knot

LUNCH BAR DINNER GIFTS

Tahitian

GARDENS

1975-2019 Periwinkle Way

Town

The

VILLAGE SHOPS
2340 Periwinkle Way

Olde

CENTER

2496 Palm Ridge Road

SANIBEL SHOPPES
630 Tarpon Bay Road

OLD SANIBEL SHOPPES
630 TARPON BAY ROAD

Amy’s Something Special
Island Paws
jb designs
On Island
Over Easy Cafe
Sanibel Art & Frame
Suncatcher’s Dream

TOWN CENTER
2496 PALM RIDGE ROAD

Subway®
The Pecking Order

For individual shop information:

ShopOnSanibel.COM

WWW.
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New Videos
On Historical
Village Website

open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday
through Saturday, located at 950
Dunlop Road (next to BIG ARTS).
Admission is $10 for adults 18 and
older; no charge for those under 18
and members. Due to the COVID
pandemic, docent-guided tours are
available by reservation only for groups
of no less than six and no more
than 10 and are based upon docent
availability. All CDC guidelines are
being followed, with masks required
and social distancing in practice.
There is handicap access at the
village. For information, call 472-4648
during business hours or visit www.
sanibelmuseum.org.

Correction

I

From left, Jim Pickens, Ty Symroski and Ray
Rhodes 
photos provided

S

ome new educational
entertainment is available on the
Sanibel Historical Village’s website,
www.sanibelmuseum.org.
First, the Gavin brothers, Eugene
and Ken, visited the village for a
Volunteer Update event to talk about
black history on Sanibel. It is very
informative and sometimes surprising.
To view the video, go to www.
sanibelmuseum.org, then click on
Volunteers, then Volunteer Updates (or
go right to https://sanibelmuseum.org/
volunteer-updates/).
Second, the Fish (& Fishy!) Stories
of Sanibel Twilight Talk featuring Jim

From left, Ken and Eugene Gavin with historical village board member Annette Hendrick

Pickens, Ray Rhodes and Ty Symroski
is a must-see with lots of laughs. Go
to www.sanibelmuseum.org, then click
on News, then Twilight Talks (or go
right to https://sanibelmuseum.org/
twilight-talks/).
These events are being held in
compliance with CDC guidelines, with
masks and social distancing required.
“Our Volunteer Updates are done
without a live audience due to the virus,
so our guests are speaking just to the
camera and the moderator,” said Emilie
Alfino, executive director. “I think it

makes it a little harder for them, but it
has been working out very well for our
audience.” Twilight Talks this year have
been held outdoors with fewer than
50 people attending to allow for social
distancing.
The next Volunteer Update will be
about the Algiers, and the video will
be available by mid-March. “We are
postponing future Twilight Talks to
early next year, hoping we can have
a larger – and live – audience at that
time,” Alfino said.
The Sanibel Historical Village is

n the article on page 10 of the
February 19 issue, A Look Behind
The Tanks At Virtual Shell Show,
submitted by the Sanibel-Captiva Shell
Club, it was stated at the end: “Museum
officials are thankful for the more than
50 sponsors whose donations will
enable them to continue the research
grants program. Special thanks goes to
the presenting sponsor, Beaches of Fort
Myers and Sanibel.”
It should have read: “The SanibelCaptiva Shell Club is thankful for
the more than 50 sponsors whose
donations will enable them to continue
the research grants program. Special
thanks goes to the presenting sponsor,
Beaches of Fort Myers and Sanibel.”
We apologize for the error.
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The Olive shell is a spiral shell characterized
by intense energy; those born to this shell
are courageous, healthy and perceptive
with a bright awareness and spiritual
energy. As imaginative as they are
compassionate, those born to the
Olive are known as intuitive and kind.

LAGE

S A N I BE L
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March: The Olive Shell, Aquamarine,

~ Sin ce 1 9 8 4 ~

sa

Preserving part of the legacy of
Sanibel’s early agricultural community.

MUSEUM HOURS:
Tues.-Sat.
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Pendants and rings, available in Sterling Silver and 14k Gold.
Specific to each month with matching birth gemstone.

GIFT SHOP:
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

n

ib

elm se um. o
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Shore Haven (1924)

MUSEUM TOURS:
Guests can SELF-TOUR using written guides and
audio recordings available in every building.
GUIDED TOURS are available only by advance
registration. Tours must be in groups of
at least six and no more than 10 people.
ADMISSION: $10.00 adults 18 & over;
children are free. Masks are required.

™

SEALIFE FASHION DIAMONDS ESTATE
Periwinkle Place Shops • Sanibel Island • 239-472-4177 • CongressJewelers.com

rg

Donate or become a member today!
Visit sanibelmuseum.org or call 239-472-4648
950 Dunlop Road, Sanibel, FL 33957
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JOHN HENSHAW
SANIBEL
“I believe John Henshaw is the most qualified individual
running for city council. John’s expertise in science, finance
and public health acquired in government can
only benefit the City of Sanibel. I don’t believe
there is a more qualified individual running
for Sanibel City Council and therefore, I fully
endorse John Henshaw.”

KEVIN RUANE

CLAIR BECKMANN

“John Henshaw has the qualifications and expertise to
represent Sanibel’s citizens on water quality issues, on island, in
Lee County, in Tallahassee and Washington, D.C. He
is an environment and conservation professional with
federal and state government experience. He is
committed to the safety and health of our community,
and will be a great addition to Sanibel City Council.”

B OB BRO OKS

“John Henshaw is running for city council... he’s kind, a super hard
worker, incredibly bright and not running for his ego, but because he
wants to serve. He’s got my vote. He is: Committed to
and believes in the Comprehensive Land Use Plan - the
Sanibel Plan and the principles behind it. Committed to
making a difference - preserving our sanctuary island.
Have the education and experience to tackle the issues
threatening Sanibel and finding solutions to improve our
community.”

“John Henshaw is committed to the safety and health
of our community and the preservation of our island
environment, and higher water quality. He
supports island businesses and has the
education and experience to find solutions
in a collaborative way.”

S COT CONGRESS

“We support John Henshaw for Sanibel City Council. His experience in public safety and
environmental health, along with his community involvement in island organizations and
causes, will help maintain and improve the quality of life for families on Sanibel.”

BILLY & SALLI KIRKLAND
“John has proven to be committed to our island lifestyle time and again.
That’s why we are supporting John for City Council. We hope you’ll join us.”

MARTY & BRENDA HARRITY
“We strongly endorse John Henshaw for Sanibel City Council.”
STEVE & LENA BROWN

paid for by John Henshaw for Sanibel City Council

• Committed to and believes in the Comprehensive Land
Use Plan - the Sanibel Plan and the principles behind it.
• Committed to making a difference - preserving our
sanctuary island.
• Has the education and experience to tackle the issues
threatening Sanibel and finding solutions to improve our
community.

J O H N A N D JA N E H E N S H AW W I T H T H E I R
D AU G H T E R A N D G R A N D C H I L D R E N
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Angle Of Light
Stymies Isabel
Construction
by Wendy McMullen

D

oes having to build a smaller
house than your neighbors
constitute undue and unnecessary
hardship? That was the knotty problem
facing the Sanibel Planning Commission
at Tuesday’s meeting.
The application for a variance to the
city’s angle of light codes was made by
Jeffery Gustafson, who wants to buy
the bayfront building site at 1226 Isabel
Drive from current owner Kristin Bluvas.
In order to build the house he wants
on the 90- by 120-foot site, Gustafson
needs a variance to Sanibel’s unique
angle of light code introduced some
years ago in order to prevent high
multi-story structures from blocking the
light to neighboring homes. The primary
angle of light measures the height of the
structure at a 45-degree angle from the
property’s setback lines. If the proposed
building is found to block the light
on any side of the property, it is not
permitted without a variance.
After lengthy debate, it was a tie vote
with Commissioners Karen Storjohann,
Laura DeBruce and Paul Nichols in
favor of the applicant and Ty Symroski,
Matt Kirchner and Chairman Roger
Grogman opposed. Commissioner Eric
Pfeifer declared a conflict of interest
because his company represents the
proposed buyer.
Commissioners in favor of approving
the variance argued that the Sanibel
Harbours subdivision, in which the
land is located, had a number of large
houses, many of which were built before
the angle of light restrictions came
into place. They also cited the many
revisions to the plans for the building.
In August 2020, the applicant proposed
a 2,465-square-foot home with a
462-square-foot swimming pool, part
of which encroached on the Bay Beach
zone, which is considered part of the
preservation district.
The land on Isabel Drive is located
within two ecological zones, Altered

Land and Bay Beach. Altered Land
allows the greatest density of all the
Sanibel ecological zones but the Bay
Beach zone greatly limits construction.
Advised that it would be easier to
get a variance to the angle of light
code rather than the Bay Beach zone,
a smaller structure with a footprint of
1,969 square feet and 582-square-foot
swimming pool was proposed. The new
plan, however, still encroached nine feet
on the front setback, which is 50 feet
from the center of the road and did not
comply with angle of light limitations.
Commissioner Karen Storjohann
said that she thought the proposed
house was the least intrusive possible
but lamented the lack of foresight on
the part of the applicant in not bringing
along an independent architect who is
aware of city laws and who can design
a four-bedroom house that conforms to
city laws the first time, in order to avoid
the long process of seeking variances.
Commissioner Ty Symroski, however,
pointed out that this house was bigger
than most other properties in the area.
“I don’t see this as a unique parcel,”
he said referring to the provision that
variances can be granted if the parcel is
unique. “And I don’t see any hardship
that is presented to the applicant.
“The value of the lot is in anticipation
of a variance, which I don’t think
reflects our Sanibel plan,” he continued.
“He wants a house similar to his
neighbors but a lot of the other houses
are on much larger lots. We’re just
pushing the limit more and more.”
City staff had determined that the
proposed single-family residence was
consistent in scale with an averagesized single-family residence in the
neighborhood and the requested
variance is considered minimum
necessary to mitigate the hardship
demonstrated. They also reported that
the proposed residence would comply
with the maximum height limit of 35
feet measured from pre-development
grade, as well as the angle of light
plane on the east and west sides of the
property.
Even though unable to vote,
Commissioner Eric Pfeifer could and did
comment on the application, pointing
out that the design would not be averse

to the general neighborhood scheme
and that the variances had been reduced
from two to one.
“The variance asked for is the
the minimum necessary,” he said,
commenting that the angle of light only
affects the street and not the two houses
either side.
“Think about why this ordinance
came about,” he said. “It was because
neighboring houses could be affected
by tall structures. This doesn’t affect
neighboring houses.”
Neighbor Erika Steiner, whose
ground level home is next door, agreed.
“It’s impractical to think you are
going to get a cute little cottage on that
lot,” she said, adding that she had no
objections to the proposed construction.
The 3 to 3 decision meant that the
application was denied. Builder Ron
DeCorte said that the applicant would
try to redesign the home to conform
to the angle of light restrictions, and a
continuance was granted.
The bayfront site is .30 of an acre
and has been for sale for two years. It
is currently priced at $1.239 million,
down from $1.995 when it was listed
initially.

Siding Replicates
Little Brown
Church
by Wendy McMullen

A

n after-the-fact development
permit was approved at Tuesday’s
planning commission meeting
for the siding on the building known
originally as The Little Brown Church
in the Sanibel Community Church
complex on Periwinkle Way.
The planning commission approved a
Certificate of Appropriateness that was
required to allow for the replacement
of exterior siding at the historic chapel
at the church. A development permit
is required for alterations to buildings
listed on the city’s local register of
historic landmarks and the siding went
beyond the original scope of work for
the project, which raised and renovated
the building.
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The cypress siding and cedar shake
shingles replace existing creosote
siding and faux shake shingles. The
brown color was selected to restore the
church’s historic nickname.
Contractor Matt Kirchner, also a
planning commissioner, used a photo,
dated 1920, to match the original size
and shape of the siding. The church was
built in 1917.
“It’s a very important building to our
history so I think it’s important to get
as much historical accuracy as we can,”
said Roger Grogman, chairman of the
planning commission.
Commissioner Eric Pfeifer
moved to approve the permit and
all commissioners voted to approve
with the exception of Kirchner, who
abstained because of his involvement
with the project.

Airport Reports
Decrease In
January Traffic

D

uring January, 686,563
passengers traveled through
Southwest Florida International
Airport in Fort Myers. This was a
decrease of 39.4 percent compared to
January 2020; however, it was a 5.9
percent increase compared to December
2020.
The traffic leader in January was
Southwest Airlines with 149,608 total
passengers. Rounding out the top five
airlines were Delta (138,462), United
(91,985), American (81,639) and
JetBlue (64,981).
Southwest Florida International
Airport had 8,628 aircraft operations, a
decrease of 15.1 percent compared to
January 2020. Page Field saw 11,334
operations, a 3.1 percent decrease
compared to January 2020.
Southwest Florida International
Airport served nearly six million
passengers in 2020 and is one of the
top 50 U.S. airports for passenger
traffic. No ad valorem (property) taxes
are used for airport operation or
construction. For more information, visit
www.flylcpa.com or on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/flyRSW.
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OBITUARY

Bat Yam
Temple of the Islands
announces the return of
our annual CONCERT!
This year's virtual musical
extravaganza is

A CANTOR,
A PASTOR AND A
BLUEGRASS BAND
featuring

NEFESH MOUNTAIN!

MARCIA K. “DANA” PARISH
arcia K. “Dana” Parish passed
away suddenly at her Sanibel
Island, Florida home on January
12, 2021 at the age of 84. She was born
in Oak Park, Illinois on August 23, 1936

M

Rabbi To Address
South African
Congregation
submitted by Tanya Hochschild

R

* Attendance is Free to the public *
* Virtual seats are limited *
* Concert sponsors receive
additional musical benefits *

Register now for your
free ticket (link) at
www.batyam.org

abbi Stephen Fuchs of Bat Yam
Temple of the Islands has been
invited by Rabbi Julia Margolis of
Bet Luria Synagogue of Johannesburg,
South Africa to lead a study session,
entitled The Golden Calf Still Lives in our
Communities.
The Golden Calf in Exodus represents
the greed and self-centeredness so
prevalent in our world today. We worship
the calf each time our relentless pursuit
of material gain thwarts our interest in
making a positive difference in the lives of
others.
Rabbi Fuchs is the former president of
the World Union for Progressive Judaism
and rabbi emeritus of Congregation Beth
Israel, West Hartford, Connecticut. In
retirement, he serves as rabbi of Bat Yam
Temple of the Islands on Sanibel.
Between 2014 and 2019, Rabbi
Fuchs and his wife, Vickie, spent between
five and 10 weeks in Germany. They
taught about the Shoah in German high
schools, and where Rabbi Fuchs taught
in synagogues, offered a seminar for
rabbinical and cantorial students at the
Abraham Geiger College in Berlin, and
where he spoke in more than two dozen
churches, most of which had never invited
a rabbi to speak previously.
Rabbi Fuchs has also delivered
several addresses at Kristallnacht
commemorations in Leipzig, the city
where his late father, Leo Fuchs, was
born, grew up and was arrested on that
fateful night, November 9, 1938.
His book, And Often the First Jew,
focuses on the work he and Vickie have
done in Germany. He is the author of

to John and Kathryn (Gallagher) Zipay of
Maywood, Illinois but spent much of her
youth in Rockton, Illinois with her Uncle
Victor R. and Charlotte V. (Gallagher)
Edgar, known as Aunt Ver and Uncle
Bob.
A graduate of the University of
Illinois, she married Howard F. Parish
in Wayland, Massachussetts on October
20, 1959. She taught foreign languages,
spending the majority of her career
at Mark T. Sheehan High School in
Wallingford, Connecticut. She loved
gardening and then later, golf and skiing.
However, her greatest interest was
culture, language and travel.
She is preceded by her husband and a
son, Thomas H. Parish and survived by:
sons James S. and daughter-in-law Helen
C. Oxner; Jedediah F. and daughter-inlaw Beth Ashley; and a grandson Chester
A; as well as numerous relatives in
Florida, Illinois and New England.
There will be a small, immediate-family
service to be held at a future date based
on her wishes and current conditions,
when her ashes and her husband’s will be
released together.
Determined to stop counting birthdays
at 59, she enjoyed life and remained
busy, seemingly invincible until the end.

six books. His first, What’s in It for Me?
Finding Ourselves in Biblical Narratives,
has been translated into several languages.
In addition to his rabbinical studies,
Rabbi Fuchs earned a doctor of ministry
degree from Vanderbilt Divinity School
in Nashville, Tennessee, which in 2017
honored him with its Distinguished
Alumnus of the Year Award.

Top 10 Books
On The Island
1. The Sanatorium by Sarah Pearse
2. The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah
3. A Perilous Proposal by Jennifer
Schiff
4. The Invisible Woman by Erica
Robuck
5. Code Name Helene by Ariel
Lawhon
6. Anxious People by Fredrick
Backman
7. The Paris Library by Janet Skeslien
Charles
8. Weather by Jenny Offil
9. Keep Sharp by Dr. Sanjay Gupta
10.A Piece of the World by Christina
Baker Kline
Courtesy MacIntosh Books and Paper.

Local Named
To Dean’s List

J

ordan Baugh from Sanibel was
named to the Dean’s List for the
2020-21 fall semester at Miami
University.
Miami University students who
are ranked in the top 20 percent of
undergraduate students within their
division for first semester 2020-21
have been named to the Dean’s List,
recognizing academic performance.
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Community
House Events

A

nita Force Marshall teaches
Letting Loose with Watercolors on
Tuesday, March 2 at 9:30 a.m.
Students will paint an alphabet cone.
Cost is $30 for members and $35 for
guests. Beachcomber painting kits can
be rented for $10.
March 46 The 84th annual Sanibel
Shell Festival will take place March 4 to
6; Thursday and Friday from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m., and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. The raffle drawing will be held on
March 6 at 1 p.m. There will be shell
jewelry, floral arrangements, critters,
books and other items for sale. Chef
Jarred Harris will have sweet and savory
pies in keeping with the tradition of early
shell festivals. Authors will be on hand
to sign their books. The Sanibel-Captive
Shell Club artistic and scientific exhibits
will be held virtually. Entrance fee of
$5 suggested donation (no charge for
children under age 12) includes a bag of
shells and coupons including a buy one
get one half off to the Bailey-Matthews
National Shell Museum. Time slot
reservations are suggested but not
required.
There will be no Shell Crafters on
Monday, March 1 as they prepare for
the 84th annual Shell Festival. Shell
Crafters are looking for book donations:
topis including shells and ocean life;
Sanibel and Captiva; and books by local
authors. They can be dropped off at
The Community House now through
Monday, March 1.
Classes and other events will not take
place during the Shell Festival, March 4
to 6.
Shell Crafters are on site with their
handmade items for sale on Mondays
from 10 a.m. to noon. Classes are being
offered at 10 a.m. with limited spaces
available.
Line Dancing with Maria Di Rosa is
offered on Tuesdays at 1 p.m. Cost is
$5 per class.
The Sanibel Party Bridge Club meets
on Tuesdays at 1 p.m. All are welcome.
Bringing a partner is preferred. Cost is
$5 suggested donation.
Painting with Friends is held on
Wednesdays from 1 to 4 p.m. Bring
your own supplies to paint with fellow
artists; no instruction. Cost is $10 per
session.
Sissi Janku teaches painting classes
on the first and third Wednesdays of the
month, January through March. Cost
per class is $60 for members and $65
for nonmembers.
Every Thursday at 1 p.m., Tommy
Williams leads Living Life Current, an
open forum discussion. All are welcome
to discuss what is going on locally,
nationally and globally. Suggested
donation is $5. Masks and social
distancing required.
Chair Stretching/Yoga with Mahnaz
Bassiri is offered on Thursdays at 1 p.m.
Aerobics with Mahnaz Bassiri is
offered on Monday, Wednesday and
Friday from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Participants can bring their own weights,
$5 suggested donation.

The Community House photo by Logan Hart

The Sanibel Hearts Club meets every
Friday at 1 p.m. Play the card game
Hearts. For beginners to experts, all are
welcome. $5 suggested donation.
Shell Critter Kits are available for
purchase or to ship. Choose four out of
13 critters to assemble. Cost is $20 per
kit, shipping is $8 additional.
Camp to Go Art Kits are also
available for purchase or to ship. There
are eight different postcards to color
and Zentangle. Marker and educational
video link included. Cost is $20 per kit;
shipping is $8 additional.
The Community House is
located at 2173 Periwinkle Way.
For more information, visit www.
sanibelcommunityhouse.net or call
472-2155.

New Flounder
Regulations

T

he Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission (FWC)
has announced the following
changes will go into effect for flounder
beginning March 1:
Extending all FWC flounder
regulations into federal waters;
Increasing the minimum size limit
from 12 to 14 inches total length
(recreational and commercial);
Reducing the recreational daily bag
limit from 10 to five fish per person;
Establishing an October 15 through
November 30 recreational closed
season;
For commercial harvesters using
allowable gear – Establishing a
commercial trip and vessel limit of
150 fish from December 1 to October
14, and 50 fish from October 15 to
November 30;
Modifying the incidental bycatch limit
for commercial harvesters using nonallowable gear from 50 pounds per trip
to 50 fish per trip;
Creating a federal waters trawl
bycatch limit of 150 fish per trip from
December 1 to October 14, and 50 fish
per trip from October 15 to November
30.
FWC approved these changes at its
December 2020 meeting because a
stock status update suggested that the
flounder fishery statewide has been in
a general declining trend and is likely
overfished and undergoing overfishing
on the Atlantic coast of Florida. Other
south Atlantic and gulf states have also
reported declines in flounder populations
and have been making their own
regulation changes.
Learn more at www.myfwc.com/
marine.
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VOTE

DROBNYK
for

City Council
Connected to younger island families through continued
management of island youth sports programs

The Sanibel Plan has been the City’s guide since 1976;
thoughtful, future modifications will keep us on course

Full-time Sanibel resident for over 21 years with two children
that attended the Sanibel School

Supportive of ongoing virus mitigation while supporting
local businesses

Continued support for environmental responsibility while
focusing on local and regional issues

Conservative fiscal management and budgeting
MBA in Business Management, BA Accounting, BA Finance

Discover more about Tim and his views on topics important to Sanibel by visiting

SanibelCityCouncil.com
Paid for by Tim Drobnyk for Sanibel City Council
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but it is a larval food for the red admiral
butterfly.
Sources: www.eattheweeds.com,
www.exploreorca.com, and www.plants.
usda.gov.
Plant Smart explores the diverse
flora of South Florida.

Osprey Nest
Monitors Needed
On Captiva

T

The young leaves are tender, and
according to some sources, edible.
However, exercise caution, for some people
report allergic or toxic effects.
photos by Gerri Reaves
Plant Smart

Clear Weed
by Gerri Reaves

C

lear weed (Parietaria floridana)
is a short-lived native perennial
usually considered a weed.
A member of the nettle family, it is
common in much of the state, as well as
the southeastern U.S.
The name is inspired by the tender

Clear weed is a native mat-forming groundcover that likes shady spots and is a host plant
for the red admiral butterfly

four-angled translucent stems. Another
name is Florida pellitory.
This groundcover has branching
stems, either creeping or erect, and might
grow only a few inches tall or up to a
foot or so.
The heart-shaped or deltoid leaves are
tender and light green with smooth edges
and rounded tips.
They have a cucumber-like odor when
crushed, thus another name, cucumber
weed.
The leaves are purportedly edible, but
exercise caution, for sources differ, some
warning of allergic or toxic reactions to

WE CAN CREATE...

YOUR OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES

the plant, including severe itching.
Tiny greenish flowers appear in the
leaf axils in winter to spring. The bracts,
or leaf-like structures, are longer than the
actual flowers, which have four stamens
but lack petals.
Leave it to self-sow and it forms pretty
delicate mats, especially in shady areas
near walls and rocks.
It prefers cooler weather, so it springs
back and thrives in winter.
The fibrous roots are not deep, so it’s
easy to rip out.
But consider this before you do: Not
only is it pretty and low-maintenance,

he International Osprey Foundation
(TIOF) is seeking “citizen scientists”
on Captiva to locate and monitor
osprey nests.
“Monitoring is easy and fun and can
be done by land or sea,” said Carol
Smith, coordinator.
TIOF has been monitoring osprey
nests on Sanibel for over 20 years. “We
want to expand our data to include the
osprey on Captiva,” Smith said.
The nesting season begins in January
and ends in May. Even though the season
is already under way, volunteers are still
welcome.
Volunteers have designated routes and
observe the nests approximately every
two weeks. Nesting data documents the
health and breeding of ospreys as well as
how environmental factors such as water
quality and fish availability affect their
nesting success.
Those interested may contact TIOF
at P.O. Box 250, Sanibel, FL 33957 or
email TIOF@outlook.com.

Help SCCF Bring Back the Barn Owls

Poisoned rats can kill the eagles, hawks, bobcats and owls that eat them.

Tell your pest control
professional to NOT use
these rat poisons:
• brodifacoum
SCCF
• bromailone
472-2329
• difenacoum
• difethialone
sccf.org

Or consider not using any rat poisons at all.
Instead, seal all entry points to your home.

Adel’s Hair Design
Adel Pimpignano

Hair by Randi
Randi

I speak
Portuguese &
Spanish
239.454.3683 • 239.633.7094
3889 SANIBEL CAPTIVA ROAD | (239) 768-5655 | WWW.RSWALSH.COM

239.220.1814

Professional Hair Care • Formerly from Snipitz Salon
11595 Kelly Rd. Bldg. 300 Ste. 320 • Fort Myers
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Facebook page under the Events tab.
CROW’s 2021 Virtual Speaker
Series presented by LCEC features
weekly programs, offered January
through April, hosting professionals from
across Southwest Florida who engage,
educate and entertain participants with
information about local conservation
initiatives. For a full schedule of
presentations and topics in the series, visit
www.crowclinic.org.

IN LOVING MEMORY

Free Guided
Tours At Refuge

J
Jenny Evans

Native Landscapes and Garden Center

photos provided

Turn Your Lawn
Into A Native
Wildlife Refuge

Foundation.
A yard is often viewed as simply a
way to improve the appearance of your
home. In this presentation, Evans will
discuss how your yard can be so much
more while still being attractive, including
being a place to conserve natural
resources and a refuge for local wildlife.
Virtual Speaker Series programs
begin at 4 p.m. and are approximately
one hour in length. The talks will be
presented using Zoom and are limited to
100 participants so advanced registration
is required. Admission per device is $10
plus applicable taxes and fees. To register,
visit www.crowclinic.org or CROW’s

T

he Clinic for the Rehabilitation of
Wildlife (CROW) weekly Virtual
Speaker Series presented by
LCEC continues on Tuesday, March
2 with the topic Reframing Our
Perspective: Gardening in Southwest
Florida by Jenny Evans, native
landscapes and adult education director
for Sanibel-Captiva Conservation

N “Ding” Darling National Wildlife
Refuge has resumed its free tours
after an earlier pandemic freeze on
refuge programming. Staff must limit
the outdoor tours to 10 people or fewer.
There is no set schedule for the
tours, which will run through April 11.
The refuge posts its offerings weekly at
www.dingdarling.eventbrite.com, where
participants must pre-register free-ofcharge.
Tours include a Birding the Refuge car
caravan tour, Bailey Tract Tour, Indigo
Trail Walk, Bike Tour, Beach Walk, Birds
of the Refuge Walk, Endangered Species
car caravan tour, Mindfulness Walk and
Art Journal Walk. Participants must wear
facemasks and bring their own binoculars
and scopes.
For safety guidelines and other
information, visit www.dingdarlingsociety.
org/articles/free-refuge-programs or call
472-1100 ext. 221.

THIRD THURSDAY OF THE MONTH

N
E
P

O

c
i
M
Pizza & Wings

Pizza – Homemade Dough And Sauce
Regular or Thin Crust

GF

Toppings

Large 16” Regular Crust Cheese

Toppings 1.00 each

13.95

. 75¢ each

TOPPINGS:
Pepperoni, Sausage, Ham, Meatballs, Bacon, Capicola, Mushrooms,
Onions, Black Olives, Green Olives, Green Peppers, Banana Peppers,
Jalapeños, Pineapple, Anchovies, Tomatoes, Spinach, Extra Cheese

Served Hot & Delicious!!!

NIG

SPECIALTY PIZZAS
The Untanned Tourist

Large Only 16”
17.95

GF

White Pizza, Olive Oil, Garlic, Spinach, Mozzarella, Italian Seasoning

Diana Ross “Supreme”

17.95

GF

Chest Grabber (Meat Lovers)

17.95

GF

Pepperoni, Mushrooms, Green Peppers, Onions, Black Olives, Sausage
Pepperoni, Sausage, Meatballs, Ham, Bacon

Tree Hugger (Veggie Lovers)

17.95

Mushrooms, Onion, Black Olives, Green Peppers, Tomatoes

The Nor’easter

18.95

GF
GF

18.95

Classics
Espresso
Cappuccino
Latte

Single 1.60
Single 2.60
Small 3.20

Double 2.10
Double 3.20
Large 3.70

Add any flavor .50

Café Mocha
Small 3.20
Large 3.70
Caramel Macchiato – Espresso, Caramel, Steamed Milk, Whipped Cream

Small 3.15
Depth Charge
Small 2.65
Shot of Espresso in Brewed Coffee
Americano
Small 1.95
Espresso mellowed with Hot Water

Large 3.85
Large 3.00

Iced Coffee
Blended Coffee
Chai Latte
Tea

Large 3.20
Large 3.50
Large 3.75

20 oz. 1.50

32 oz. 2.00

Featuring Local Artists
18.95

17.95

GF

Chicken Wings – Hot, Medium, Mild, BBQ
10 pc 7.50 / 20 pc 14.95 / 30 pc 20.00

Chicken Finger Basket with fries
Chicken Fingers Buffalo Style
Side of French Fries

8.25
8.25
2.25

BAGELS 1.25

GF

DESSERTS

GF

With Cream Cheese add .75
With Peanut Butter add .75

GF

Chicken, BBQ Sauce, Mozzarella Cheese

Check our case for today’s homemade selections!!
Cookies – Baked Daily 1.50

CAKES • PIES • KEY LIME PIE

“Where, Oh Where, Is Sanibel Deli & Coffee?”

S

Everyone is invited to play!
cr

ff
& S ni
ch
at

Winner

BEST PIZZA

Taste of the Islands

Always our angel, always loved
Pop Pop & Grandma

ANNIVER

SARY

WINNER
Best Pizza
Taste of the
Islands
San
ib
Favo el‛s
Delic rite
ates
sen

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner & Later
We Cater! • Gluten Free Options
Serving Pizza & Wings
Frozen Yogurt & So MUCH MORE!

Winner Best Pizza Taste of the Islands
Prepared Meals TO GO

grants to organizations whose mission
of empowerment mirrors Zonta’s own.
Since 2002, the Peek home tour has
enabled Zonta to distribute over $1
million in grants to area nonprofits.
“Zonta has enjoyed fabulous
community support for the past two
decades,” said fundraising chair Judy
Langley, “and we hope this repurposed
event will keep ‘Peek’ interest alive during
challenging times. We remain hopeful
that in the future, we will be able to
return to the familiar home tour.”
For more information or to donate,
visit www.zontasancap.org.

Show your colors!

Soft Serve Frozen Yogurt &
Hard Serve Ice Cream,
Milkshakes, Sundaes, Flurries
Featuring Organic Coffees

Fountain Soda “Pop”

GF

Open 7 Days

Large 2.50

Small 3.20
2.00
CAFFEINE FREE: Ask for any of the above to make with Decaf if you would prefer!

Lo-Cal Veggie With Spinach, Tomatoes, Broccoli And Low Fat Cheese

Sam & Ella’s BBQ Chicken

Free Delivery

Best Coffee on the Island!

Olive Oil, Fresh Mozzarella Cheese, Basil, Oregano, Tomatoes

Sanibel “Lighthouse”

es
Delicat

Take Out •

10

th

l’s
Sanibreite
Favo sen

1.89 2.22 2.59 8 Cup Box of Joe 12.00
Regular • Deep/Full Roast • Decaf • French Roast

Blue Cheese, Celery, Buffalo Chicken Meat, Mozzarella Cheese

Margherita

• soda “pop”

Hot Coffee, Bagels & Desserts

HT

Small – 12” Regular Crust Cheese 11.95

• frozen yogurt

We may never understand why
but we take comfort knowing
that you are wrapped
in the loving arms of the Lord

Auction
Pizza & Wings • Ice Cream
Gluten Free Options
& So MUCH MORE!

sandwiches

Jack, you were an angel in this world
who left us too soon
It’s been 6 years since you
were called to heaven
& we miss you every day

From page 1

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner & Later

pizza • wings • bagels • desserts

JACK RYAN TUMMINELLO
November 15, 2010 – March 2, 2016

Go west on Periwinkle
Way. Veer right onto
Palm Ridge Road
passing The Village
Shoppes on right.
We are located in the
plaza across from CVS.

If you can’t find us
call us!

American Legion Post 123
4249 San-Cap Rd. (mm3) • 239-472-9979

Delicious Breakfast Foods,
Fresh Baked Pastries & Muffins, Salads,
Sandwiches, Subs, Homemade Soups
FREE DELIVERY 4 – CLOSE
Outdoor Seating • Wireless Internet
Deli Meats Sliced “To Go”
Beer & Wine

www.sanibeldeli.com

BOAR’S HEAD
239-472-2555

Dine In or Take Out

2330 Palm Ridge Road • Sanibel, FL 33957
(in plaza across from CVS)

239-472- 2555
www.sanibeldeli.com
2330 Palm Ridge Rd.
(Across from CVS)

This bumper sticker is available
at these favorite island stores.
Beach Stuff
CVS Pharmacy
Island Pharmacy
Jerry’s Foods
Suncatchers’ Dream
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Raffle Features
Baskets Full Of
Island Treasures
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T

he island business community is
taking a stand for clean water by
donating gift certificates to the
2nd annual Captains For Clean Water
raffle fundraiser, hosted by Sanibel’s Best
Homemade Ice Cream. All raffle proceeds
go toward education on issues facing
Florida’s estuaries and Everglades.
“Despite the impact of the past
12 months and resulting challenges
confronting every island business, I have
been overwhelmed by the passion for clean
water and the generosity of contributors,”
said Laurie Verme, fundraising host and
owner of Sanibel’s Best Homemade
Ice Cream. “We are all digging deep to
support Captains because we understand
the importance of their work for our
community.”
“Lighthouse Café pledged to match the
2020 Sanibel’s Best donation and, even
though it’s been a tough year, we stand by
our promise,” said Dan Billheimer, owner
of Lighthouse Café. “The checks being
presented to Captains For Clean Water
on March 12 mean a lot to us and all the
residents, visitors and local businesses who
have pitched in.”
Two luxury resort baskets are offered: a
four-day, three night stay at Sundial Beach
Resort & Spa; and a three-day, twonight stay at Casa Ybel Resort. Baskets
also include gift certificates from island
restaurants and shops plus local artwork.

From left: Stephen Nadalin, Shane Lawrence and Alice Verme of Sanibel’s Best Homemade Ice Cream; Dan Billheimer, owner of
Lighthouse Café; Laurie Verme, owner of Sanibel’s Best Homemade Ice Cream; and Tony Yahav, co-owner of EmOceans with the raffle
photo provided
baskets 

“Two very attractive outdoor activities
baskets are on offer,” said Verme.
“Captain Whitney Jones, owner of
Whitney’s Bait & Tackle, donated a halfday charter to the Fishing Basket. It will be
a great excursion because Capt. Whitney
is acknowledged as an expert local guide,
plus he’s a master rod-builder, and selfproclaimed ‘full time fish guy.’”
The Sanibel Beach Getaway Basket
includes a beach essentials from EmOceans
Coastal Wear. This basket also includes a
pickleball package, courtesy of the Sanibel
Pickleball Group and the Bondurant family,
and a private lesson contributed by local
instructor Peter Redpath.

“We are pleased to support this great
cause on Sanibel,” said Eddie Yahav,
co-owner of EmOceans. “EmOceans is
new to Seahorse Plaza on Sanibel, but
a long-time supporter of clean water in
Southwest Florida.”
Unique jewelry from Sanibel is featured
again this year in the Jewelry Spectacular
Basket including high value pieces, gift
cards from Lily and Co. Jewelers and
diamond earrings from J&L Estate
Jewelry, donated by the Verme family.
Raffle tickets can be purchased in
person until the drawing at 3 p.m. on
Friday, March 12 at Sanibel’s Best
Homemade Ice Cream, located at 362

Periwinkle or ordered by mail with check
made out to Captains For Clean Water.
Designate which raffle basket your tickets
should be applied to. Tickets are $3 each,
six tickets for $10, 15 tickets for $20
tickets and 50 tickets for $50.
The signature Captains For Clean
Water Dolphin Tracks ice cream will
continue to be available throughout 2021.
“Every scoop of Dolphin Tracks sold
raises funds to support water education
and outreach,” said Capt. Chris Wittman,
inventor of Dolphin Tracks. “We are
pleased to continue this effort into the
second year in partnership with Sanibel’s
Best Homemade Ice Cream.”
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Change Of Season, Change Gears
by Capt.
Matt Mitchell

I

’m often asked by clients what is my favorite time of year
to fish. Without a doubt, both spring and fall offer the most
variety along with tarpon fishing. Seasons in South Florida
are not as defined as northern regions. Early or late cold
fronts along with heat waves make that line of when is best
much more fuzzy.
Our best fishing here happens when our water temperature
creeps up into the mid 70s. Last year, this happened by
mid-March though most years this does not happen until
mid-April. We experienced an early spring along with some of
the most amazing tarpon fishing I can remember.
This same thing holds true in the fall. The arrival of our first strong cold front
that brings the water temperature down to below 70 degrees brings an end to
tarpon fishing. This usually happens around Thanksgiving, though some years it
has been as late as early January.
With most of our tarpon dates sold well in advance, I usually tell clients to book
in May or June for your best chance. With well-made plans, there is nothing worse
than having clients show up in early April after a late cold front when there are
simply no tarpon here to catch. When I schedule tarpon trips, I start May 1. If the
tarpon show up early, I offer it to my clients that are already booked along with
locals that I have on tarpon standby.
Fish have no calendar and move according to water temperatures. No matter
how long you have had that fishing trip booked in advance, mother nature can
be very cruel. Another thing to keep in mind when booking that fishing trip is
weather. Clients often ask what the weather will be like weeks ahead. Even with all
the advances in meteorology here in Florida, it’s hard to tell what even tomorrow’s
weather will be.
If you plan on that bucket list tarpon trip, don’t put all your efforts into a single
trip. See if you can go out twice or more or spread the days out over the week
while you’re here. This almost ensures you at least one decent weather day.
The arrival of our migratory tarpon will always be my favorite time of year.
Switching gears and going on that daily hunt for the Silver King is what makes
our area second to none. The huge influx of tarpon we see annually is the most
incredible time of year for me to be on the water.
Back to that earlier question of when is the best time of year to fish: “Anytime
you can!”

CLEAR YOUR GEAR
It Catches More Than Fish
TM

Reagan and Jack got in on incredible snook action this week while fishing with Capt. Matt
Mitchell
photos provided

Capt. Matt Mitchell has been fishing local waters since he moved to Sanibel
in 1980. He now lives in St. James City and works as a back country fishing
guide. If you have comments or questions, email captmattmitchell@aol.com.

CAPT. MATT
MATT MI
MITCHELL
TCHELL

Untangle tackle from vegetation
and discard it responsibly
USCG
Licensed
& Insured

Light Tackle Sport Fishing
Sightseeing • Eco Tours
Tarpon • Snook
Redfish & More

C: (239) 340-8651

www.captmattmitchell.com
email: captmattmitchell@aol.com

1

Send Us Your
Fish Tales

W

e would like to hear
from anglers about their
catches.
Send us details including tackle,
bait and weather conditions, date
of catch, species and weight,
and include a photograph with
identification.
Email to press@islandsunnews.com
or call 395-1213.

ISLAND MARINE SERVICES, INC.
• NEW MOTOR SALES • REBUILT POWERHEADS •
• FACTORY TRAINED •

Y
Your
B tt
Bottom
Specialist
Callll on
Call
n Paint
ai Prices
Priices
es

MERCURY – MARINER – JOHNSON – EVINRUDE
SUZUKI – YAMAHA – OMC – I/O'S – MERCRUISER

Courteous Professional Marine Repair Service • Dockside Service
Serving Sanibel & Captiva For Life

472-3380 • 466-3344

Dave Doane
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CROW Case Of The Week:

Peninsula Cooter
by Bob Petcher

T

he peninsula
cooter
(Pseudemys
peninsularis) is a
freshwater turtle and
one of larger aquatic
turtles, averaging
nine to 13 inches in
length. Its mediumsized dome sports
a dark color with
orange or yellow lines.
The peninsula cooter is often confused
with its cousin, the Florida red-bellied
cooter, but the former lacks a reddish
plastron. Both tend to prefer slow-moving
waterways so that they have plenty of
areas to bask in the sun.
At CROW, an adult female peninsula
cooter was admitted to CROW after
being found in North Fort Myers with her
mouth and shell actively bleeding. Upon
presentation, the patient was coughing up
blood and had shell fractures – including
older fractures that had already healed.
From the notable injuries and radiograph
findings, it was suspected that she was hit
by a car.
“Last year, we saw 57 gopher tortoises
and 13 box turtles, land-dwelling, either
hit by car or with unknown cause of
trauma,” said Dr. Robin Bast, CROW
staff veterinarian. “Last year, we saw 92
water turtles – including peninsula cooters,
red-bellied cooters, softshell turtles and

Patient #21-477 was coughing up blood and bleeding in her shell and mouth but, after great
care at CROW, she was released back into the wild eight days after admittance
photo by Haillie Mesics

snapping turtles – either hit by a car or
with unknown cause of trauma.”
Radiographs found pulmonary
contusions, lung bruising and attributed
lung trauma to the non-displaced carapace
(bottom shell) fracture.
“The lungs of a turtle are located
directly underneath the top part of the
shell or carapace, so if there is enough
blunt force trauma to cause a fracture of
the shell, then there is a high likelihood of
lung trauma such as bleeding into the lung,

(known as) pulmonary contusions,” said
Dr. Bast. “The fracture of the top part of
the shell, also known as the carapace, was
well-aligned or non-displaced, meaning it
did not require surgery to fix it. It will heal
on its own.”
The patient was placed on supportive
medications such as antibiotics, iron and
B12.
“These drugs don’t directly treat the
lung bruising, however, they help support a
patient who has lost blood volume – in this

19

case, bleeding into the lungs – until they
can regenerate new red blood cells,” said
Dr. Bast.
After a few days of close monitoring,
the patient had stopped coughing up
blood. She was active, able to swim,
submerge and walk normally.
“These medications don’t directly stop
the bleeding itself,” Dr. Bast reiterated.
“The bleeding slows and stops over time,
which then resulted in less blood being
coughed up/cleared out of the respiratory
tract.”
The patient was reportedly not eating
well, yet veterinarians cleared the peninsula
cooter for release once she had received
three antibiotic doses. This measure was
to help her continue successfully healing in
the wild. The patient was released in North
Fort Myers on February 19.
“The patient did not require surgery,
and had received sufficient pain medication
and antibiotics. With normal bloodwork
and all respiratory symptoms resolved, this
patient was cleared to continue healing
on its own in the wild,” said Dr. Bast.
“Sometimes patients don’t want to eat in
captivity due to high stress; rather than
place a feeding tube, we returned this
turtle back home so he can forage on his
own.”
CROW (Clinic for the Rehabilitation
of Wildlife, Inc.) is a non-profit wildlife
hospital providing veterinary care for
native and migratory wildlife from our
local area. The hospital accepts patients
seven days a week from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Mail donations to P.O. Box 150, Sanibel,
FL 33957. Call 472-3644 or visit www.
crowclinic.org.

ALSO SERVING YOU IN 2 OTHER LOCATIONS

The Island Store

11500 Andy Rosse Lane, Captiva

239-312-4374

Bailey’s Marketplace at Sundial
Groceries • Hardware • Gifts

Serving Sanibel and Captiva Since 1899

1451 Middle Gulf Dr, Sanibel

239-395-6016

2477 Periwinkle Way • Sanibel, Florida • 239-558-0548 • baileys-sanibel.com • OPEN 7 DAYS 7AM - 7 PM (due to COVID)

THE ISLAND’S ORIGINAL SHOPPING

Whether you’re visiting, vacationing or an
island resident, Bailey’s is an island tradition.
Sumo Citrus is available only a few months a year, so grab
these super-sweet enormous mandarins NOW while they’re
here at Bailey’s! They are delicious, seedless and so easy to
peel. You’ll also find other favorites including Naval Oranges,
Florida Red Grapefruit, Temple Oranges, Honeybell Tangelos,
mangos and more! A little extra vitamin C is always a
good thing, especially when it tastes this fresh!
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LIVE
Really LIVE!

BIG ARTS ANNUAL BENEFiT CONCERT
FEATURING

March 18, 2021
“One of the greatest artists of our generation”
- Quincy Jones

BRILLIANT, PROFESSIONAL LIVE STREAM PRODUCTION.
YOU’LL FEEL LIKE YOU’RE IN THE PERFORMANCE HALL.
This is a never-to-be-seen again performance exclusively for BIG ARTS
Annual Benefit patrons. You will be talking about this concert long
after the curtain goes down.

Exclusive Corporate Presenting Sponsor

Virtual tickets online:
BIGARTS.ORG or call 239.395.0900
LIMITED seats available in the hall.
All tickets $275.00 per person. Sponsorship opportunities available.
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Venture safely into
the AMAZING world
of mollusks!

BE WOWED BY OUR GIANT
PACIFIC OCTOPUS
ENCOUNTER LIVE
ANIMALS IN OUR
TOUCH POOLS

New Educators
At Sea School
submitted by Nicole Finnicum

S

anibel Sea School has added two
new marine science educators to its
team of ocean advocates. The two
educators arrived just in time to help kick
off Sanibel Sea School’s busy spring and
summer seasons, and will be working in
educational programming for children
and families.
Joey Garofano joins Sanibel Sea
School as no stranger to Sanibel. He
worked previously as a Segway tour
guide with Segway Tours of Sanibel and
is familiar with the flora and fauna of
Southwest Florida.
Before coming to Sanibel, Garofano
studied youth programming and camp
management at University of Wisconsin
– Stevens Point. There, he created a solid
foundation in environmental education
and took his skills across the United
States teaching children of all ages.
As a Boy Scout and lover of the
natural environment, Garofano is excited
to share his passion with kids at Sanibel
Sea School during classes, summer
camps and specialty programs.
Additionally, Kimberly Bowukamp
will be joining the ranks of the education
team as a seasonal educator and will
work through August, primarily assisting
with educational day courses.
Originally hailing from Michigan,
Bowukamp recently graduated from
Michigan State University with a

Kimberly Bowukamp and Joey Garofano

photo provided

degree in fisheries and wildlife and a
concentration in wildlife biology. She
worked as an environmental education
volunteer on the east coast of Florida
and also worked as an interpretive park
ranger at The Great Smoky Mountains
National Park in Tennessee.
Bowukamp is excited to continue
to learn about the marine environment
on Sanibel and share the excitement of
ocean discovery with kids.
Part of the Sanibel-Captiva
Conservation Foundation (SCCF) family,
Sanibel Sea School’s mission is to
improve the ocean’s future, one person
at a time.

From page 1

Virtual Shell Show

EXPLORE 40
SPECTACULAR
EXHIBITS OF
EXQUISITE
MOLLUSKS AND
THEIR SHELLS
WIN A PRIZE ON
OUR SCAVENGER HUNT

3075 Sanibel-Captiva Rd.
Sanibel, Florida 33957
(239) 395-2233
Open Daily, 10–5


Enjoy our spacious new renovation with lots of room for social distancing.
Masks are required for all guests 2 and older. We can’t wait for your visit!

ShellMuseum.org

collections and aquaria, and everything
you wanted to know about Sanibel’s
sand dollars.
Interactive portions of the virtual
show will ask viewers to vote for
the “Best Shell” photo from finalists
selected out of over 300 photos
submitted from 15 countries. Frequent
door prize drawings will be conducted

image provided

throughout the two-day show for
viewers who post a comment on
YouTube, the club website or via email
to info@sanibelshellclub.com.
For more information, call show
chair Clair Beckmann at 303-319-2435
or email shellshow@sanibelshellclub.
com.
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Seeking your best retirement?

JUST

X

ADD WATER
SHELL POINT’S WATER AMENITIES
■

■

■

Waterfront location along
the Caloosahatchee River
Marina with free boat
dockage and Gulf access

■

■

Residences with expansive
water views

Fishing, boating, sailing,
kayaking and canoeing
LifeQuest Aquatic Center
plus five additional
resort-style pools

■

■

Community pontoon boat
with daily outings and
sunset cruises
Beaches just minutes away
on Sanibel, Captiva Island
and Fort Myers Beach

EXPLORE SHELL POINT TODAY!
ATTEND A DISCOVERY SEMINAR & TOUR | 9:30 A.M.

Tuesday,
March 2

Wednesday,
March 3

Tuesday,
March 9

Wednesday,
March 10

REGISTER for your tour at shellpoint.org/seminars or call (239) 228-4080.

®

Unparalleled setting. Unparalleled lifestyle.™

Only Shell Point provides all the resort-style amenities
you love — including boating with free boat dockage,
championship golf, racquet sports, dining, arts and
entertainment — along with an unparalleled waterfront
location and the peace of mind that comes with lifecare.
Private appointments also available if you prefer.

Shell Point is a nonprofit ministry of The Christian and Missionary Alliance Foundation, Inc.

W E A B I D E B Y C U R R E N T C D C G U I D E L I N E S T O P R O T E C T Y O U R H E A LT H A N D T H E S A F E T Y O F O U R R E S I D E N T S
A N D S TA F F. W E W I L L N O T I F Y Y O U A B O U T W H AT T O E X P E C T B E F O R E A R R I V I N G F O R Y O U R T O U R .
SLS-4332-21 Island Sun-River Ad_Q1 Seminar.indd 1

©2020 Shell Point. All rights reserved. SLS-4332-21

2/19/21 10:16 AM
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American
Legion Post 123

Shell Of The Week

The Cande
Barrel Bubble

A

by José H. Leal,
PhD, BaileyMatthews National
Shell Museum
Interim Director
and Curator

L

ast week, I
presented the
little Channeled
Barrel Bubble; today,
I want to introduce a
very similar species,
the Cande Barrel Bubble, Acteocina
candei (d’Orbigny, 1841). Although
reaching comparable size (about 5 mm,
or 0.2 inch), today’s species differs from
the Channeled Barrel Bubble by having
a slightly taller spire, more cylindrical
shape, and by reproductive and anatomical
differences. Read more about mollusks and
their shells at www.shellmuseum.org/shellguide and www.shellmuseum.org/blog.
The Bailey-Matthews National Shell is
open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. Safety
measures have been put in place, and
staff and visitors are required to wear face
masks.
Your gift helps ensure that our staff and
animals remain healthy. To make a secure
donation, visit www.shellmuseum.org.
The Bailey-Matthews National Shell
Museum is located at 3075 SanibelCaptiva Road. For more information,
call 395-2233.

Cande Barrel Bubble, Acteocina candei, from Sanibel. Photos by José H. Leal.

photo by José H. Leal

Gray Triggerfish
Season To Open

T

he recreational gray triggerfish
season reopens to harvest in gulf
state and federal waters on March
1 and will remain open through May 31,
closing June 1 through July 31 for an
annual spawning season closure.

If you plan to fish for gray triggerfish
in gulf state or federal waters (excluding
Monroe County) from a private
recreational vessel, you must sign up as
a state reef fish angler (annual renewal
is required) at www.gooutdoorsflorida.
com. To learn more, visit www.myfwc.
com/marine and click on Recreational
Regulations and State Reef Fish Survey
under Reef Fish.

merican
Legion Post
123 is having
a fish and shrimp
fry from noon to 8
p.m. this Sunday,
February 28. All are
welcome.
On Tuesdays,
tacos are served all day. Spaghetti
and meatballs are served all day on
Wednesdays. Steak sandwiches and
cheesesteak are served on Fridays.
There are daily specials as well as
half-pound burgers. Food is served from
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Sunday specials are
served from noon to 8 p.m.
The third Thursday of the month is
Open Mic Night from 6 to 9 p.m.
The 8-Ball Pool League plays at 5
p.m. on Monday nights. Come out and
watch the action.
If you have a flag that needs to be
retired, you can drop it off at Post 123.
American Legion member eligibility
dates are November 11, 1918 through
present. All veterans are welcome.
Post 123 is a non-smoking facility
with an outside area available for
smokers. It is located at mile marker 3
on Sanibel-Captiva Road, open Monday
through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 9
p.m. and Sunday from noon to 9 p.m.
For more information, call 472-9979.

OPEN DAILY
7AM–6PM

Jerry’s Café Open Daily: 7am–8:30pm
Jerry’s Foods Open Daily: 7am–9pm

We
Accept

Located on Casa Ybel and Periwinkle Way
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2021 Virtual
Sanibel Shell Show
March 5 and 6, 2021 Noon to 3pm EST
on Sanibel Shell Club YouTube Channel
Links to each Day’s Video Showing
will be on sanibelshellclub.com
FRIDAY March 5, 2021
12:00

1:00

2:00

3:00

Welcome by Clair Beckmann, Chair of Virtual Sanibel Shell Show
History of Sanibel Shell Show
Sanibel Beach-by-Beach
Photo Contest Category Finalists
The Live Junonia Challenge, Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum
DIY Shell Project: Beach Bling Hand Sanitizer
Sailor’s Valentines Shell Mosaic Art
Photo Contest - Gastropods Category - All Entries
Virtual Fossil Field Trip with U of Florida
Behind the Scenes of U of Florida Fossil Collection Area
Sanibel Stoop Slideshow - All Entries
Snorkeling Sanibel
After the Storm on the Sanibel Beaches
101 Ways to Display Your Shells
Photo Contest - Bivalves Category- All Entries
Behind the Scenes of U of Florida Zoology Collection Area
Photo Contest Winners and Honorable Mentions
Photo Contest - People Category - All Entries
Live Critters on Sanibel Beach
Beach Bungalow Shell Doll House and She Shed
3D Visualization of Spirula Squid Shell
Live Mollusks in their Shells
Photo Contest Category Finalists
Local Recollections of the Sanibel Shell Show
Basic Shell Cleaning
Day 1 Closing

SATURDAY March 6, 2021
12:00

1:00

Welcome by Clair Beckmann, Chair of Virtual Sanibel Shell Show
Overview of a “Normal” Sanibel Shell Show
Photo Contest Category Finalists
FGCU Water School Research Updates
DIY Shell Project: Printers Tray Shell Display
Fossil Collecting in the Driveway
Photo Contest- Funny Category - All Entries
Seashell Artistry
Welcome to Conchologists of America
Your Favorite Shell Photo Slideshow - All Entries
U of South Florida: Molluscan Research Updates
Beach Etiquette Through the Eyes of a Mollusk
DIY Shell Flower Shadow Box
Shell Museums Around the World
Photo Contest - Sanibel Beach Category - All Entries
Mollusks 101
Wedding Bells and Wedding Shells

2:00 Painted Sanibel Shells

SCCF: San Carlos Bay Water Quality Research Updates
Sand Dollars on Sanibel
Photo Contest - Live Mollusks Category - All Entries
Cleaning Sand Dollars, Urchins, Sea Stars
DIY Shell Project: Shell + Jewelry Magnets
Photo Contest Category Finalists
A Shelling Challenge on the Beach
Photo Contest - Fossils Category - All Entries
Behind the Tanks at Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum

3:00 Day 2 Closing

Everything you need to know is on https://sanibelshellclub.com
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Adapting To A
New Community
by Allison
Havill Todd

M

oving has
been named
as one of
the top 10 most
stressful life events
you may experience.
Add moving during
a pandemic to the
mix, and it may
rate in the top
five highest stressors. It can be difficult
to find your place in a new community
and establish a social network even in a
location as beautiful and desirable to live
as Sanibel or Captiva island.
While I have had a fairly easy time
embracing my new life here, I realize
there are many newcomers who struggle
with finding ways to connect with others,
particularly with the social restrictions we
have in place and the absence of many of
the usual events and gatherings. But there
are avenues you may consider to expand
your network of friends and enjoy your life
to the fullest in your island home.
If you prefer an active outdoor lifestyle,
you have come to the right place! There
are so many activities in which you can
participate throughout the year right
outside your front door which enable you
to meet and interact with others in a safe
and friendly manner. Being an avid cyclist,
I searched for local bicycling groups and

Ocean Tribe Paddlers on Bowman’s Beach canal

discovered the Sanibel Bicycle Club (www.
sanibelbicycleclub.org), which hosts at
least two weekly rides for different skill
levels as well as monthly off-island rides.
For paddling enthusiasts, check out the
Ocean Tribe Paddlers (OTP) Club (www.
oceantribeoutfitters.org). This welcoming
and relaxed group is a recent addition
to Sanibel Sea School, which is part
of the Sanibel-Captiva Conservation
Foundation (SCCF) nonprofit based on
Sanibel. You don’t even need to have
your own kayak or paddle board to join.
Members can reserve a vessel for any of
the excursions that OTP hosts. Golf and
tennis are also great options for meeting
others in outdoor, widely spaced small
groups. I recently discovered the social

photo provided

game of pickleball and have connected
with a great group of people with whom I
regularly play, and I continue to meet new
people every week. Again, it takes place
outdoors, in small groups with no close
contact.
Perhaps you prefer a more relaxed
lifestyle or have limitations that prevent
you from engaging in more physically
active pursuits. There are a myriad of
options you might explore to engage
safely with others. The Community House
(www.sanibelcommunityhouse.net), while
not able to fully perform its usual role,
is still able to offer many classes as well
as card games, shell crafting and more.
The highest standards of safety have been
implemented and mask wearing along

with social distancing are observed by all.
Joining a book club or forming a new
one provides an opportunity to engage in
conversation with other literary minded
individuals.
Or perhaps you’re interested in an
investment club where members share
ideas on responsible investing and wealth
management. Meetings can occur in small
groups with social distancing in effect or
virtually where members can participate
from the comfort of their own home.
There’s also a plethora of volunteer
opportunities available on our islands that
you may choose to explore.
These are just a handful of ideas to
help you make meaningful connections
in your new community during socially
suppressed times. If you’re not sure how
to find others who may share similar
interests, check out the social app: www.
NextDoor.com. It is simple to set up and
is a great way to help you communicate
with neighbors. There are many other
newcomers here, as well as longtime
residents, who are also looking for
people who may share similar interests or
activities. Just reach out! You may start
with following your usual pursuits but be
open to discovering new ones, and you
might be surprised!
Allison Havill Todd lives on Sanibel
Island with her husband and two rescue
dogs. She is an avid dog lover, business
coach and active outdoor enthusiast.
When she’s not out with her dogs, you
will see her running, cycling, paddling
around the island. Follow her on @
thedoggiemom and facebook.com/
thedoggiemom.

Sanibel’s Largest Selection

Liquor • Wine
Beer • Cigars

Call About Delivery
or Curbside Pick-Up

Temporary Reduced Hours

Mon. to Sat. 9AM-7PM • Sun. 10AM-7PM

Get a taste of Key West right here on Sanibel.
For the past 18 years, The Island Cow is Sanibel’s award-winning
family dining destination with great cookin’, lavish island cocktails,
specialty coffees, outdoor games, and live entertainment.

Family Owned & Operated | 300+ Menu Items | Open Daily 8 am - 8pm
2163 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island | 239.472.0606 | SanibelIslandCow.com

There’s
always
something
new!

(239) 472-1682 • www.GrogShopSanibel.com
Bailey’s Shopping Center
(next to Island Cinema • Corner of Periwinkle Way and Tarpon Bay Road)
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The Community House

Sapodilla

by Resident Chef Jarred Harris

T

he sapodilla, also known as sapota,
chikoo or naseberry, is an exotic fruit
you may come across at a farmers
market this time of the year. This fruit is
also called the brown sugar fruit because
of its super sweet pear-like flavor and
grainy texture.
Sapodillas are the fruit of an evergreen
tree, native to the Yucatan, Caribbean
Islands and Central America. This tree can
grow up to 100 feet tall, take up to six
years to flower and will produce fruit twice
a year. The tree also produces a milky
latex sap from its trunk that was once used
by the Aztecs to produce chewing gum.
The sapodilla is approximately the
same size as a medium tomato with a firm
light brown outer skin and flesh that is a
cantaloupe color when ripened. The fruit
contains several shiny black seeds that
are inedible. Ripe sapodillas can be cut in
half and eaten raw. They can also be put
in salads, mashed up to make smoothies,

ice cream, cakes, tarts or stewed to make
jams, syrups and sauces.
Sapodillas have several health benefits.
The fruit is high in fiber and contains
potassium, iron, copper and calcium. It
is also a natural immune booster because
of the high amounts of vitamins C and A
the fruit contains. Sapodillas contain twice
the amount of vitamin C than an orange
and they also have anti-bacterial and
anti-inflammatory properties.
The best places to find sapodillas are
Caribbean markets or farmers markets
but, occasionally they appear in grocery
stores.
Here is a simple recipe to try:
Sapodilla Ice Cream
3 cups sapodilla pulp
Juice of 1 lime
¼ cup evaporated milk
1 cup sweetened condensed milk
1 tblsp. vanilla extract
1 cup whipping cream
Method
Place all the ingredients into a food
processor.
Pulse until creamy and smooth.
Taste and adjust the sweetness as
desired.
Remove the ingredients from the
food processor and place in an ice
cream maker and freeze according to the
manufacturer’s instructions.
Resident Chef Jarred Harris heads
the Culinary Education Center at
The Community House on Sanibel.
For volunteer opportunities or
questions, contact him at kitchen@
sanibelcommunityhouse.net or call
472-2155.

Lighthouse Cafe
The World’s Best Breakfast

Members of the Sanibel Bike Club take a
break for ice cream
photos provided

Club Rides From
Lovers Key To
Vanderbilt Beach
submitted by Karen Weber

O

n February 10, the Sanibel Bike
Club traveled to Lovers Key for an
off-island ride. Members had their
choice of riding in one of two groups.
One group rode to Barefoot Beach Park
on Wiggins Island and stopped at the
Big Hickory Grill for lunch. A second

Members of the club stopping for lunch

group rode to Vanderbilt Beach with a
loop through Pelican Bay, then stopped
for lunch at Fit and Fuel. Riders rode
anywhere from 12 to 30 miles. It was a
beautiful day and members were excited
that they had a tail wind both ways – as
that never happens.
The Sanibel Bike Club is a group of
cycling enthusiasts at all levels of ability.
The club always welcomes new members
to share its on- and off-island rides and its
monthly potlucks. For more information
about the club and how to join, visit www.
sanibelbicycleclub.org. The next off-island
ride will be held on Wednesday, March
10 with a destination of Legacy Trail in
Venice.

TWICE AS DELICIOUS!
Periwinkle Place
for Breakfast
Lunch and Dinner

Beachview Estates
for Lunch, Brunch
and Dinner

Island-inspired
American cuisine
Casual dining

WE’RE OPEN!

Call for Takeout
and Reservations!

Breakfast 7-3, Lunch 11-3, Dinner 5-9

Nightly Specials:

Small Plates • Full Dinners
Home Made Soups, Salads,
Fresh Fish & Seafood, Steak & Pasta.
Save Room For Our Fabulous Dessert Selections!

239.472.0303

Call ahead seating | take out available
362 PERIWINKLE WAY, SANIBEL | LIGHTHOUSECAFE.com

Live Music

Chef Geoffrey

Providing you with enhanced safety measures

Friday and Saturday
5 - 9pm
January - March

Chef Geoffrey

Open to the Public

Ask about our Dinner Club
Pet-Friendly Patios

1

Enjoy Clubhouse game room!

8

Periwinkle Place
2075 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel

Beachview Estates
1100 Par View Drive, Sanibel

Open every day from 8am - 8pm
Full liquor bars and
Happy Hours 4 - 6pm at both locations

Open every day from 11am - 8 pm
Take Donax to Middle Gulf and follow
to Sanibel Island Golf Club

(239) 472-2525

(239) 558-5634

BlueGiraffeRestaurant.com
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PEOPLE’S CHOICE
AWARD

WINNER 2020
TASTE OF THE ISLANDS

Live M
usic
Daily
5-9pm

Sanibel

Periwinkle Way

FRESH SEAFOOD GRILL • FULL BAR

Specializing in authentic Louisiana cuisine, fresh local seafood,
tender steaks and full bar featuring hand crafted cocktails.
Bring the whole family!

HOME OF THE CHARGRILLED OYSTER
Voted Best New Restaurant on the Islands!

Happy Hour Specials
Drink & Food Specials Daily • 3-6pm
Lunch & Dinner Daily • 11am
Live Entertainment Daily • 5-9 PM
Available for Private Bookings • Takeout Available • Outdoor Seating

www.MudBugsSanibel.com • 239-472-2221
1473 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel
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Strawberry Buttercream Frosting
1 pound strawberries
2 tablespoons honey
1/2 lemon, juiced
1 tablespoon cornstarch
1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted butter, softened
to room temperature
3-4 cups powdered sugar
1-2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract
Pinch of sea salt
Place strawberries in a blender and
puree, strain through fine sieve and pour
into small sauce pot. Straining the puree
is optional but helps to ensure a smooth
and silky buttercream. Mix the cornstarch
and the lemon juice together and set aside.
Bring the strawberry puree to a boil, pour
in the cornstarch slurry while mixing, and
reduce to simmer for approximately 10-15
minutes. This will help thicken the puree
and concentrate the strawberry flavor.
Stir in honey at end of cooking process.
Remove and cool completely before adding
to buttercream. Store remaining puree
in refrigerator for up to seven days. Mix
into barbeque sauces or use as a dessert
topping!

pizza • wings • bagels • desserts

sandwiches

Pizza & Wings
Regular or Thin Crust

Strawberry Buttercream Frosting

Place softened butter and vanilla extract
into stand mixer bowl and using the paddle
attachment, cream on medium-high for
2-3 minutes (or use electric hand mixer).
On lowest setting, add in powdered sugar
1/2 cup at a time, ensuring all the sugar
is incorporated before adding more. When
you have added 3 cups of powdered sugar,

Fast A nd
Fresh To Go
To advertise call: 395-1213

GF

Toppings

Large 16” Regular Crust Cheese

Toppings 1.00 each

. 75¢ each

TOPPINGS:
Pepperoni, Sausage, Ham, Meatballs, Bacon, Capicola, Mushrooms,
Onions, Black Olives, Green Olives, Green Peppers, Banana Peppers,
Jalapeños, Pineapple, Anchovies, Tomatoes, Spinach, Extra Cheese



Served Hot & Delicious!!!
SPECIALTY PIZZAS
The Untanned Tourist

Large Only 16”
17.95

add in 1/4 cup of the strawberry puree
and mix thoroughly. Now is the time to
evaluate the thickness, sweetness and
texture of your buttercream. At this point
you can add the remaining powdered
sugar or leave out. If the strawberry flavor
is not strong enough add
1 teaspoon
Chicken Wings – Hot, Medium, Mild, BBQ
of the puree at a time. This may call
GF

White Pizza, Olive Oil, Garlic, Spinach, Mozzarella, Italian Seasoning

Diana Ross “Supreme”

17.95

GF

Chest Grabber (Meat Lovers)

17.95

GF

Pepperoni, Mushrooms, Green Peppers, Onions, Black Olives, Sausage
Pepperoni, Sausage, Meatballs, Ham, Bacon

Tree Hugger (Veggie Lovers)

17.95

Mushrooms, Onion, Black Olives, Green Peppers, Tomatoes

The Nor’easter

18.95

GF
GF

Blue Cheese, Celery, Buffalo Chicken Meat, Mozzarella Cheese

Margherita

18.95

GF

Olive Oil, Fresh Mozzarella Cheese, Basil, Oregano, Tomatoes

Sanibel “Lighthouse”

18.95

Lo-Cal Veggie With Spinach, Tomatoes, Broccoli And Low Fat Cheese

Sam & Ella’s BBQ Chicken

17.95

GF
GF

Chicken, BBQ Sauce, Mozzarella Cheese

10 pc 7.50 / 20 pc 14.95 / 30 pc 20.00

Chicken Finger Basket with fries
Chicken Fingers Buffalo Style
Side of French Fries

cr

• soda “pop”

Take Out •

Free Delive

Best Coffee on the Island!

Small – 12” Regular Crust Cheese 11.95
13.95

• frozen yogurt

Hot Coffee, Bagels & Desserts

Pizza – Homemade Dough And Sauce

S

30

8.25
8.25
2.25

ff
& S ni
ch
at

1.89 2.22 2.59 8 Cup Box of Joe 12.00
Regular • Deep/Full Roast • Decaf • French Roast

Classics
Espresso
Cappuccino
Latte

Single 1.60
Single 2.60
Small 3.20

BEST PIZZA

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner & Lat

Add any flavor .50

Café Mocha
Small 3.20
Large 3.70
Caramel Macchiato – Espresso, Caramel, Steamed Milk, Whipped Cream

photo courtesy Fresh

Small 3.15
Depth Charge
Small 2.65
Shot of Espresso in Brewed Coffee
Americano
Small 1.95
Espresso mellowed with Hot Water

Large 3.85
Large 3.00

Iced Coffee
Blended Coffee
Chai Latte
Tea

Large 3.20
Large 3.50
Large 3.75

We Cater! • Gluten Free Options
Serving Pizza & Wings
From
FrozenFlorida
Yogurt & So MUCH MORE!

Winner Best Pizza Taste of the Island
for additional powdered sugar to retain
desired texture. Buttercream, when stored
properly, can be stored in the refrigerator
for up Fountain
to one
month or stored in freezer
Soda “Pop”
for up toBAGELS
three
months. Bring to room
1.25
temperature before attempting to frost
DESSERTS
cake or cupcakes.
Large 2.50

Small 3.20
2.00

Prepared Meals TO GO

Soft Serve Frozen Yogurt &
Hard Serve Ice Cream,
Milkshakes, Sundaes, Flurri

CAFFEINE FREE: Ask for any of the above to make with Decaf if you would prefer!

Featuring Organic Coffees

20 oz. 1.50

32 oz. 2.00

Delicious Breakfast Foods
Fresh Baked Pastries & Muffins, S
Sandwiches, Subs, Homemade S

GF

With Cream Cheese add .75
With Peanut Butter add .75

FREE DELIVERY 4 – CLOS

GF

Check our case for today’s homemade selections!!

Outdoor Seating • Wireless Int

Cookies – Baked Daily 1.50

CAKES • PIES • KEY LIME PIE

Deli Meats Sliced “To Go”
Beer & Wine

“Where, Oh Where, Is Sanibel Deli & Coffee?”

www.sanibeldeli.co

Go west on Periwinkle
Way. Veer right onto
Palm Ridge Road
passing The Village
Shoppes on right.
We are located in the
plaza across from CVS.

Winner
Breakfast,
Lunch & Dinner & Later
Taste of the Islands

Open 7 Days

Double 2.10
Double 3.20
Large 3.70

If you can’t find us
call us!

10

th

239-472-2555

2330 Palm Ridge Road • Sanibel, FL 3

ARY
ANNIVERS

(in plaza across from CVS)

BOAR’S HEAD

Sanibel’s
Favorit
Delicates e
sen

239-472-2555
Dine In or Take Out

www.sanibeldeli.com
2330 Palm Ridge Rd.
(Across from CVS)

Gluten Free Options
Pizza & Wings • Ice Cream
& So MUCH MORE!

WINNER Best Pizza

Taste of the Islands

The Only Dockside Dining on Sanibel
Located at the Sanibel Marina
Specializing in Local Seafood
We also feature Petite & 10 oz. Filet Mignons
Dining Awards: 6 years running

472-8138

Restaurant & Deli

Daily Lunch Specials • Salad Bar • Take-Out
or Eat In • Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Open Daily
Cafe 7 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
CALL FOR
DAILY SPECIALS
Grocery store 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
472-9300
Coffee Shop 7 a.m. - 1 p.m.

FULL DELI, BAKERY
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS
COLD BEVERAGES

Call us for your cookout, picnic
and party needs. We’ll take care of you!
Corner of Periwinkle Way & Tarpon Bay Road

472-1516

TWICE
AS DELICIOUS!
Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner Lunch, Brunch and Dinner
2075 Periwinkle Place

(239) 472-2525

1100 Par View Drive

(239) 558-5634

Inside or on our Pet-Friendly Patios
Call for Reservations and Takeout!

BlueGiraffeRestaurant.com

ISLAND SUN - FEBRUARY 26, 2021

Shells Found

Fish Caught

Harry Sisamis

T

photo provided

his large jack crevale was caught on
February 13 by Harry Sisamis while
fishing off his dock in the back
bayou of Sanibel.

Anna and Tommy Bayrd

A

photo provided

nna and Tommy Bayrd from
Minneapolis, Minnesota had a nice
day shelling with their family near
beach access 3 off of West Gulf Drive.
They found some moon shells, banded
tulips and a few alphabet cones.

Sanibel’s
home for
Wood-Fired
Pizza &
Linguine di
Mare!

2.50 OFF

The purchase of each adult entree.
Present this ad to your server. Must be seated prior to 5:30 p.m.
Not valid on Pizza or with any other coupon or discount.
Expires 3/2/21

Rider Jackson with his “Nana,” Marylou
Habecker
photo by Willow Peterson

M

arylou Habecker from Coldwater,
Michigan found a fighting conch
on the beach at Island Inn, where
she was staying. She said she “just found
this gem along the way.”

Shell Found

Rider Jackson

R

photo by Willow Peterson

ider Jackson, 6, from Sanibel found
an alphabet cone on the beach at
Island Inn. He said, “I was praying I
would find one and I did.”

ON-LINE
ORDERING
AVAILABLE

All Fresh.
All The Time.
$

Shell Found

Oyster Bar Wednesday-Saturday
*Sushi & Sashimi Thursday-Saturday
“We serve it fresh....

GLUTEN FREE &
VEGAN OPTIONS
matzaluna.net

1200 Periwinkle Way | (239) 472-1998 | Open 4:30-8:00 pm 7 days
Full Liquor | Take Out Available | Family Friendly

....or we don’t serve it at all!”

STONE CRAB CLAWS
Call for Availability

HAPPY HOUR
4:30-6:00 • 7 DAYS

Friday is
LOBSTAH NIGHT!
Grill Open 7 Days
at 4pm

31

Happy Hour Daily
4:00pm - 6:00pm
Early Dining Menu $17,
5:00 - 6:00 • 7 days

42 Years of Fresh Fish
on Sanibel Island!
Restaurant Open 7 Days
at 5pm

Reservations available at the Timbers
Fish Market Open at 11am - 9pm (2pm - 9pm Sunday)
472-3128 • 703 Tarpon Bay Road • www.timbersofsanibel.com

Best Seafood on The Islands, Year After Year!
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CHR Give Back Wednesday At Spoondrift And Bailey’s

From left, Malia, Jeff and Kathy Samson

photos provided

From left, Dane, Calli and Bailie Johnson

Angela Ellacott

Annette Pennacchia

Sue and Mick Denham

Char Gulbrandsen

Eli Torregrossa

Wendy Smith

John Raho

Rachel Rainbolt

Marsha Strominger

From left, Jeana, Adler and Ashton Zirlin

Frankie and Linda Linsmayer with Lisa Ann
Miller

Lynn Hoops

From left, Tom, Diane and Eric Marsh with Steve Wilbur
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BIG ARTS Monday Night Film Series

Martin Eden
by Di Saggau

T

he BIG ARTS
Monday Night
Movie for
March 1 is a film
from Italy, Martin Eden, adopted from
a 1909 novel by Jack London. It is set
in a provocatively unspecified moment in
Italy’s history. Martin Eden wants to rise
above his status by becoming a great writer
with something to say. The film sees this
as noble and righteous, and expects us to
understand his frustrations while putting up
with him being a callous and not especially
wise person.
A sailor by trade, Martin longs to join a
more elite group. He embarks on a quest
to educate himself past the grade school
levels he achieved before being sent to sea
at age 11. Martin meets Elena after saving
her brother from a beating on the docks.
He is invited to dinner and sparks fly
between the two. He begins to write with a
fury that keeps his work being rejected by
uninterested publishers. Finally, he gets a
success letter. The film runs 129 minutes.
Tickets are $10 and can be purchased

MEXICAN KITCHEN
& TEQUILARIA
A New Restaurant
On Sanibel Island!
image provided

online or at the box office. There will be
no discussion following the film.
Visitors are required to wear masks.
BIG ARTS is located at 900 Dunlop
Road on Sanibel. For more information,
call 395-0900 or visit www.bigarts.org.

D INE W ITH US

LET THE SPIRIT OF
400 RABBITS IN!
• Classic & Inspired Mexican Menu
• Crafted Margaritas & Cocktails
• Large Selection of Specialty &
Premium Tequilas & Mezcals
• Made to YOUR Order Guacamole
• Outdoor Patio & Open Air
“El Bungalow” Dining

Floral designer Harriet Pattison teamed up
with artist Carol Rosenberg in 2019

photos provided

Popular Art
Collaborative
Returns To Libary

T

he popular Art in Bloom biennial
event returns to Sanibel Public
Library for three days only, Tuesday
through Thursday, March 9, 10 and
11. Members of Shell Islands Garden
Club have collaborated with artists from
Sanibel-Captiva Art League to produce an
exhibit featuring innovative floral design
and art. According to garden club vice
president, Gwenda Hiett-Clements, “The
show has generated such positive vibes
from library patrons in the past. This
will be the fifth time the garden club has
presented Art in Bloom at the Sanibel
Public Library. Fifteen floral designers are
matched with 15 artists. The resulting

Artist Vreni Scheu’s The Lighthouse was
interpreted by floral designer Carmen
Schramm in 2019

flower arrangements are interpretations
of the artists’ paintings. The results are
unbelievably creative and works of art in
themselves.”
The public is invited to view this special
presentation at the library from noon to
5 p.m. on March 9; 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
on March 10; and 9 a.m. to noon on
March 11. The exhibit will be presented
in two areas of the library upstairs. There
is no charge for this event. Sanibel Public
Library is located at 770 Dunlop Road.
Shell Islands Garden Club was founded
in 1964 and has over 100 members
who share an interest in floral design,
horticulture, conservation and local
philanthropy. The group meets on the
second Tuesday of the month from
October through May. Field trips and
special events are also held during the
season. For more information, visit www.
sanibelgardenclub.org.

Open Daily/Lunch & Dinner

NOW
OPEN!

Carryout & Curbside Available
Location: 975 Rabbit Road
Sanibel, FL 33957 (Corner of

Rabbit Road & Sanibel Captiva Road)

SCAN THE QR CODE
WITH YOUR PHONE TO
VIEW OUR MENUS ONLINE:

239-558-8756

400rabbitssanibel.com
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Book Review

unforgettable tale of bravery and love,
hope and redemption. It’s the perfect
read for any art lover or anyone who
wants to understand why we should
care about the history of art.

The Night Portrait
by Di Saggau

T

he Night
Portrait is
a gorgeous
novel that brings
to dramatic life the
stories of Leonardo
da Vinci, the
subject of one of
his most famous
paintings, and the
Monuments Men’s
quest to rescue that masterpiece from
the Nazis during World War II. The
novel is a masterpiece on its own, a
dual-timeline historical novel about da
Vinci’s famous Portrait of a Lady with
an Ermine, and the woman who fought
to save it from Nazi destruction.
There are two timelines. Milan,
1492, when a 16-year old beauty
becomes the mistress of the Duke of
Milan. She has to fight for her place
in the palace, against those who don’t
want her there. Soon, she finds herself
sitting before Leonardo da Vinci, who
wants to ensure his own place in the
ducal palace by painting his most
ambitious portrait to date.
Munich, World War II, when a
modest conservator unwittingly places
a priceless Italian Renaissance portrait
into the hands of a high-ranking Nazi
leader, she risks her life to recover it,
working with an American soldier who
is a member of the famed Monuments

DON’T
YOUR
FORGET
!
MASKS!!

School Smart
by Shelley M.
Greggs, NCSP

D

image provided

Men team.
Two women, separated by 500
years, are swept up in the tide of
history as one painting stands at the
center of their quests for their own
destinies. The book is brilliantly written
as it cuts back and forth between the
15th and 20th centuries. Morelli brings
her historically significant characters
to life – a German art restorer and an
American soldier who rescue works of
art from the destruction of war. The
Night Portrait is a well researched,

Voted
“The Be
st Pizza
on the Is
land”
2009-20
19

Serving Sanibel Since 1977 • Eat In - Take Out • Free Local Delivery

Offering Curbside Pickup
& Non-Contact Deliveries

(We’ve teamed up with Sweet Melissa’s for delivery)

Check Us Out on Social Media

BOGO Free On All Draft Beer
OPEN 7 DAYS 11 am - Closing
239-472-1581 & 239-472-1107
1619 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel, FL
Facebook: islandpizzasanibel
Instagram: Island_pizza_sanibel

ear
Readers,
Here’s
a great family
activity that will
take place virtually
on March 4 – it’s a
family Book Club
meeting organized
by the Sanibel
Captiva Conservation Foundation’s
newly formed, nature-based book club,
The Green Readers. February’s book
selection is Hoot by Carl Hiaasen.
Hoot, a Newbery winner, is a 2002
mystery/suspense novel, recommended
for ages 9 to 12. The setting takes
place in Florida, where new arrival
Roy makes two oddball friends and a
bad enemy, and joins an effort to stop
construction of a pancake house which
would destroy a colony of burrowing
owls who live on the site.
As the book that partially inspired
Sanibel Sea School’s hands-on, naturebased curriculum, this month’s selection
can be enjoyed equally by adults and
children, particularly those in fourth
grade and older. All ages are welcome
at this month’s virtual discussion,
scheduled for Thursday, March 4 at 5
p.m. (for regular participants, please
note the time change).
For those already acquainted with
Carl Hiaasen’s other novels or his
weekly opinion column in the Miami
Herald, The NY Times notes that
Hoot is “...about greedy developers,
corrupt politicians, clueless cops
and middle-school screwballs of all

Southwest Florida
Reading Festival
Starts Monday

T

he 22nd annual Southwest Florida
Reading Festival will be a fully
virtual celebration of the power of
reading. Live events start Monday, March
1 but attendees can visit the festival
website to view the author lineup, plan
their schedule and take a look at the
virtual marketplace booths. Visit www.
eventhub.shop/readfest today for early
access to the online festival.
The festival showcases nearly 30
bestselling authors in addition to crafts,
contests and prizes all month long.
Nightly author presentations are
offered weekdays through March 12
on the event platform. Youth and teen
authors stream online at 6 p.m. and
adult authors follow at 7 p.m. These
presentations are also being broadcast
simultaneously on LeeTV (Comcast Cable
channel 97 and CenturyLink’s Prism TV

persuasions. You don’t have to be
a young adult to enjoy it. Hoot is a
story of good versus evil: how to save
a species of owl endangered by the
imminent construction of the 469th
Mother Paula’s All-American House of
Pancakes.”
Book clubs serve an important
function in promoting a love of reading
and literature. Students learn that by
sharing their thinking, they can develop
a richer understanding of literature than
from reading alone.
Here are some questions you can
pose to your children to prepare for this
Book Club meeting:
Which character do you think you
might be friends with?
Which character do you think you’re
most like?
Would you like to live in the story’s
setting? Why?
What are you learning from the
story?
If your child is shy and might be
hesitant to participate, ask him/her
to make a drawing or character chart,
to read a special paragraph from the
story, or ask them to prepare comments
about something that was meaningful
for them from the book, so they are
ready to share.
If you would like to join The Green
Readers group on Facebook, go to
SCCF’s Facebook page, click on the
“Groups” tab, and you can request to
join. Otherwise, if you would like to
participate in the virtual discussion,
email Jenny Evans at jevans@sccf.org
for registration information.
Shelley Greggs is former faculty
at Florida SouthWestern State
College, where she taught psychology
and education courses. She is
also a nationally certified school
psychologist and consultant for School
Consultation Services, a private
educational consulting company.
Questions for publication may be
addressed to smgreggs@gmail.com or
at www.schoolconsultationservices.
com.
Channel 88 in Lee County).
The award-winning authors scheduled
to present as part of the festival include
adult authors Jennifer Chiaverini, Gregg
Hurwitz, Jayne Ann Krentz and Kyle
Mills, as well as youth and teen authors
JC Cervantes, Greg Pizzoli, Julie Berry
and Ryan La Sala.
“The Lee County Library System
is proud to put together such an
outstanding event every year,” said
Library Director Mindi Simon. “The
Southwest Florida Reading Festival has
a stellar reputation for bringing the best
literary talent to our community, and this
year is no exception.”
This year’s festival introduces a virtual
marketplace featuring local authors and
writing organizations. Vendors will be
available to meet festival attendees during
the scheduled live booth sessions the first
two Saturdays, March 6 and 13, from 1
to 3 p.m. Attendees will be able to chat
live within in each participating author’s
booth.
Other components of the festival
continued on page 38
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FISH Preparing
Easter Baskets For
Families In Need

Caladiums
Still Available

I

F

ISH of SanCap will be assembling
Easter dinner and Easter bunny
baskets to make the Easter holiday
brighter for those needing assistance.
The dinner basket for families
contains everything needed for a
healthy, festive Easter dinner. Bunny
baskets for children ages 2 to 12 will
be filled with candy, small toys, school
supplies and other goodies.
Because of the ongoing effects
of the COVID-19 pandemic, island
neighbors are struggling to recover from
job loss and reduced work hours. FISH
anticipates providing at least 150 Easter
dinner baskets and 120 bunny baskets,
however, those numbers could grow as
they did over the winter holidays.
Distribution for bunny baskets will
begin Monday, March 22 and food
basket distribution will be from Tuesday,
March 30 through Sunday, April 4.
Baskets may be picked up between 10
a.m. and 4 p.m. at the FISH Walk-In
Center, located at 2430-B Periwinkle
Way on Sanibel. Basket recipients
are those known to FISH through
involvement with other FISH programs
such as the food pantry and emergency
financial assistance. Baskets are
assembled by FISH volunteers, adhering
to COVID-19 safety measures.
“I want to thank all the volunteers

35

Bunny baskets bring smiles during the Easter holiday

who pick up food and donations,
assemble baskets and help on
distribution days,” said Maria Espinoza,
assistant executive director. “Like last
year’s holidays, it may be challenging
to secure large quantities due to the
COVID-19 restrictions and limitations
on available food products. The Sanibel
and Captiva Islands Association of

FRESH FARE

photo provided

Realtors has set up a food and gift drive
for our Easter program, and others have
committed to donating as well. We are
so grateful for everyone’s support.”
To donate food products, grocery gift
cards or funds toward this program, call
FISH at 472-4775. If you know of a
family in need of a holiday food basket,
contact Espinoza at 472-4775.

FUN DRINKS
FUN DRINKS

t’s not too late to order an assortment
of caladiums from the Shell Islands
Garden Club. The club is selling
a variety of colorful caladiums as a
fundraiser to support island and club
horticultural activities. The tuberous
plants, discount priced at four for $10,
may be ordered until Saturday, March 6
for pickup around mid-March.
Caladiums are known for their big,
heart-shaped leaves that display unique
color combinations of white, pink, red
and green. They thrive in the hot, humid
summer climate and will grow well in full
to partial shade. These perennials come
back year after year with no need to dig
them up for winterization.
The garden club is offering five
individual caladium varieties: Frieda
Hemple, Tickle Me Pink, Candidum,
Sunset Pink and Moonlight. For those
who cannot decide, there is a mixed
color bag of caladium tubers available.
Complete instructions for planting and
care are included with each order. To
order, call Patti Poshek at 472-8078 or
Sandra Dalbec at 472-3366.
Shell Islands Garden Club was founded
in 1992. Every year, the organization
donates the proceeds of its fundraising
activities to local nonprofit groups that
support the preservation of the island’s
native vegetation and wildlife habitat.
For more information, visit www.
sanibelgardenclub.org.

Visit our award-winning
newly remodeled restaurant

and enjoy creative farm-to-table
dishes, each carefully crafted
with the freshest ingredents.
And be sure to check out our
new bar room addition featuring
small plates and yummy drinks.
To learn more,
visit cielo–sanibel.com

1244 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island
Call 239–472–5555
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BIG ARTS Corner

Workshops
And Seminars

B

IG ARTS is offering the following
workshops and seminars:
Adobe Photoshop
(Intermediate/Advanced) with Denny
Souers – Mondays, March 1 to 22, 1 to
4 p.m. Member $80; nonmember $100.
Watercolors, Beginners with Sunny
Krchmar – Fridays, March 5 to 26,
9 a.m. to noon. Member $156;
nonmember $195.
Watercolors, Intermediate with Sunny
Krchmar – Fridays, March 5 to 26, 1
to 4 p.m. Member $156; nonmember
$195.
Glass Fusing with Petra Kaiser –
Wednesdays, March 3 to 24, 9:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. Member $99; nonmember
$124.
Three Trials that Changed America
with James Rudin – Wednesdays, March
3 to 17, 9:30 to 11 a.m., Member $80;
nonmember $100.
Painting Like Georgia O’Keeffe with
Genie Kell – Wednesdays, March 3 to
31, 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. Member $299;
nonmember $373.
Glass Fusing with Petra Kaiser –
Thursdays, March 4 to 25, 9:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. Member $99; nonmember
$124.
Art Evening with Jenny Licht: Paint
Your Pet on Canvas – Thursday, March
4, 6 to 9 p.m. Member $70; nonmember
$88.

Photography, Advanced with Denny
Souers – Thursdays, March 4 to 25:
first class, 9 a.m. to noon; classes 2, 3
and 4, 7 a.m. to noon. Member $111;
nonmember $139.
Life Drawing – Open Studio
Non-Instructed with Carol Rosenberg
– Fridays, March 5 to 26, 9:30 a.m. to
noon. Member $69; nonmember $86.
Alcohol Inks with Ann Dempsey –
Saturday, March 6, 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Member $60; nonmember $75.
Basket Class: Un-Basket with Gisela
Damandl – Monday and Tuesday, March
8 and 9, 9 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Member
$121; nonmember $151.
Art Evening with Jenny Licht:
Lanai Fish on Palm Frond – Thursday,
March 11, 6 to 9 p.m. Member $72;
nonmember $90.
Palette Knife Painting in Oil from
Landscape Photography with Jan
Atkielski – Friday and Saturday, March
12 and 13, 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Member
$160; nonmember $200.
Music and Film: Amadeus Mozart with
Thomas Cimarusti – Tuesday, March
16, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Member $40;
nonmember $50.
“Are You Stuck?” Open Paint &
Critique with Jan Atkielski – Friday,
March 19, 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Member

$79; nonmember $99.
Opera, DVD and Discussion: Giacomo
Puccini, Gianni Schicchi with Thomas
Cimarusti – Friday March 19, 1 to 3 p.m.
Member $40; nonmember $50.
Drawing Basics with Douglas David –
Saturday, March 20, 9:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. Member $125; nonmember $156.
Paint Seascapes in Oil with Douglas
David – Monday and Tuesday, March 22
and 23, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Member $250; nonmember $313.
Music and Film: Immortal Beloved
(Beethoven) with Thomas Cimarusti –
Tuesday, March 23, 9:30 to 11:30 p.m.
Member $40; nonmember $50.
10...10...10 & You: 2-day Abstract
Painting Workshop with Genie Kell,
Friday and Saturday, March 26 and
27, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Member $239;
nonmember $299.
Music and Film: Immortal Beloved
(Beethoven) with Thomas Cimarusti –
Tuesday, March 30, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Member $40; nonmember $50.
All students and instructors must
wear a mask and social distance. Class
seating is carefully spaced. All rooms
are sanitized between classes and class
sizes are limited.
Pre-registration is required for all
classes and workshops. For more
information, call the box office at
395-0900, open 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., or
stop by BIG ARTS, located at 900
Dunlop Road on Sanibel. For complete
course descriptions, workshop and
class schedules, visit www.bigarts.org or
email info@bigarts.org.

Shell Found

Mary Anne Kielt Linz and Molly Kreter

photo provided

M

olly Kreter from New York City
found a large whelk and gifted
it to her aunt and godmother,
Mary Anne Kielt Linz, on the day she
was to return home to St. Simon’s
Island, Georgia. Kreter has been working
remotely from her family’s home on West
Gulf Drive since Christmas, and starts
each workday morning by searching for
special shells.
Kreter’s mother, Laura Kielt Kreter,
said, “Loving the surprise on my sister’s
face. I snapped this shot so we can
always remember this special morning.”

OPEN

for Lunch

New Hours &
New Menu Items
Indoor/Expanded Outdoor Dining
Take-Out & Delivery Available

We are continuing to observe COVID-19 protocols

“Have a Gourmet Meal and a Bottle
of Wine Delivered to Your Door!”
Call Ahead Ordering is Welcomed

Tuesday thru Friday • 12pm - 8pm
Saturday • Dinner 5pm - 8pm

Reservations available via Open Table or calling the restaurant
1625 Periwinkle Way • 239.472.1956

View menus at

www.SweetMelissasCafe.com

ISLAND SUN - FEBRUARY 26, 2021

Duane E. Shaffer leads virtual WWI History Programs

Sanibel Library
Presents Virtual
WWII Programs

S

anibel Public Library is open to the
public and also offering its popular
contactless curbside service. Place
items on hold online at www.sanlib.org or
call 472-2483. You will be notified when
your items are ready for pickup.
Locals and visitors are welcome to
virtually attend WWII History Programs
with Duane E. Shaffer of Sanibel Public
Library. No in-person programs will be
presented. Shaffer will present programs
on WWII via Zoom. Go to the home

37

photos provided

page of www.sanlib.org and click on the
link to login a few minutes before 10
a.m. on Wednesday, March 17 to watch
1943 Operation Eiche (Oak) online.
February is Black History Month, a
time to recognize, celebrate and honor
the rich and diverse history and important
contributions and achievements of African
Americans. In addition to print books
and DVDs, patrons can borrow eBooks
from curated lists that highlight African
American achievements and history via
Hoopla or Overdrive Libby apps. Kanopy
has also created a special collection of
films and documentaries to celebrate
Black History Month.
Sanibel Public Library’s digital archives
are online. The library is seeking stories,
photos, videos of people and places of

JW Mitchell driving his mule-powered buggy on Sanibel in 1937

Sanibel and Captiva for the archive. With
over a thousand items, this ever-growing
collection is a peek into Sanibel’s past.
Seed development for this ongoing
project is supported in part by the Roni
Jo Freer Fund of the Sanibel Public
Library Foundation.
Youth Services Librarian Deanna
Evans posts online storytimes each
week. Her videos can be found on the
Children’s Page. Library cardholders can
stream or download eBooks, movies,
music, newspapers and magazines
through eShelf. Computers, printers,
scanners and fax machines are available
and are sanitized between each use.

SOCIAL DISTANCING

WiFi is available throughout the
building. Mobile WiFi hotspots are
available for checkout. Many eBooks and
several new apps have been added in
the past year, including online access to
newspapers from around the world.
The library requires that everyone
in the building wear masks and follow
social distancing practices. The library is
quarantining all materials between loans.
During this time, library materials may
appear as overdue on your account. Do
not renew the item if you have returned
it. Contact the library at 472-2483
or notices@sanlib.org if you have any
questions.

at Gramma Dot’s

Out of respect for all those within my
employ and for our loyal patrons who
dine with us year after year. Gramma Dots
shall practice "social distancing" in the
air-conditioned inside (at 50% occupancy)
and outside - all servers and employees
shall wear masks at all times.
-Myton Ireland
Reservations are available for social
distancing outdoor dockside dining
call 472-8138

Gramma Dot’s at the Sanibel Marina ,
“A nautical gem on a jewel
of an island”
“People’s Choice Award” 7 times,
Trip Advisor “5 stars”

“ Welcome Aboard”
634 N. Yachtsman Drive
w w w.SanibelMarina .com
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BIG ARTS Ethics In Film Series

High Noon

by Ron Green

O

n
Wednesday
March 3 at
12:30 p.m., BIG
ARTS will show
High Noon (1952),
the first film in this
year’s BIG ARTS
Ethics In Film
Series. The film
runs 85 minutes
and will be shown in the BIG ARTS
Christensen Performance Hall. After
the movie, I will lead a discussion in the
theater.
High Noon is a classic of American
cinema, standing number 27 on the
American Film Institute’s listing of the
100 Greatest American Films of All
Time. Directed by Fred Zinnemann with
a screenplay by Carl Foreman, it stars
Gary Cooper as Marshal Will Kane,
and Grace Kelly, in her second film role
ever, as his wife, Amy. Cooper won an
Oscar for his performance.
Over the protests of his newlywed
bride, Marshal Kane must face a gang
of deadly killers at high noon when the
gang leader, Frank Miller, an outlaw
Kane sent up years ago, arrives on
the noon train. We watch in real time
as the clock counts down the film’s
85 minutes until the train arrives and
Kane, abandoned by the townsfolk and

image provided

his Quaker wife, must face Miller and
his gang alone.
The film raises many ethical
questions. Is Kane right to reject his
wife’s pleas to leave Hadleyville and
not face Miller’s gang? What about the
citizens of the town? Individually and
collectively, they must decide whether
to support the marshal or work out
their own modus vivendi with Miller
and his thugs. Why do they make the
choices that they do? And then there
is the historical context of the film

Community Housing & Resources
is excited to continue our fundraising series

books will be provided to attendees
in the form of signed book plates that
can be adhered to the inside of books.
A limited supply of signed book plates
is available at no charge and requests
clearly indicating the author preference,
along with a physical mailing
address, should be made by email to
readingfestival@leegov.com.
As in previous years, the festival will
provide each participating child and
teen with a free, new book. This year,
the free books will be distributed inside
of the age-appropriate grab-and-go craft
kits, which can be requested from any
of the 13 Lee County Library System
branches through curbside pickup or
at the reference desks through March
13, while supplies last. Crafts and free
books are specifically tailored for each
age group: babies, pre-K, kids, middle
and high school teens, and adults.
Festival participants are encouraged
to sign up for the online reading and
activity challenge or to complete the
paper-based reading bingo for chances
to win prizes and book baskets with
festival author book titles. The deadline
to log reading and activities is March
31. Free reader accounts can be created
using the READsquared app or by
visiting www.readfest.org.
The Southwest Florida Reading
Festival is free and communitysupported through donations,
sponsorships and grants. For more
information or to make a secure online
donation, visit www.readfest.org or call
533-4832.

itself. Zinnemann has written that his
approach to filmmaking involves “using
the raw material of history in order to
make a dramatic document.” Against
the background of what history (or
histories) does High Noon emerge?
And what are its lessons for our history
today?
Remaining films in the four-part
series are: Official Secrets on March
10; 4 Months, 3 Weeks and 2 Days
on March 24; and Arrival on March
31. Each film will be announced in
the Island Sun a week before it is
shown. Please note: the final two film
dates have changed since last week’s
announcement.
Tickets are $10 and available in
advance or on the day of the film at the
BIG ARTS box office, located at 900
Dunlop Road on Sanibel. For more
information, call 395-0900 or visit
www.bigarts.org.
Ronald M. Green is a Sanibel
resident and professor emeritus for the
study of ethics and human values at
Dartmouth College.
From page 34

Reading Festival
were designed to reflect the activities
typically found in the annual in-person
event. Participants of all ages can enjoy
the grab-and-go crafts, online reading
program, festival bingo and STEAM
contests featuring LEGO, art and
creativity challenges. Even autographed

JAN 13

JAN 20

JAN 27

FEB 3

GIVE BACK WEDNESDAYS #GBW

WHY KNOT
SANIBEL

support CHR
SUPPORT LOCAL
this SEASON

FEB 10

MAR 10

FEB 17

FEB 24

MAR 17

MAR 24

MAR 3

MAR 31

The

The following Sanibel & Captiva businesses will be offering
a donation to Community Housing & Resources that is
funded by you walking through their door and
shopping local! Each participating business—
including amazing restaurants, resorts,
retailers and your community grocer—
has selected a date that they will host
the GBW fundraiser and donate a
portion of their proceeds to CHR.

So eat, shop and play at these businesses
on Wednesdays to support CHR.

Sanibel Sprout

APR 7

APR 14

APR 21

APR 28
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Two Compelling
Programs Coming
To The FORUM
by Di Saggau

T

he BIG ARTS FORUM Speaker
Series will feature guests who will
address two topics of interest. On
Wednesday, March 3, Professor Bridgette
Carr will address Immigration and Women
As Trafficking Victims and on Sunday,
March 7, Kevin Sites will talk about
Getting the Story from the Hot Zone.
Dr. Carr is a professor of law at the
University of Michigan. She advocates for
the rights of human trafficking victims by
developing legal solutions that address the
issues of coercion and victimization. She
has established clinics in Brazil, Ethiopia
and Mexico, and was awarded a Marshall
Memorial Fellowship to study human
trafficking issues in Europe. During an
interview, she said, “Most people think
human trafficking is something that does
not happen in their community. The
truth is, it happens in every community,
anywhere there is a potential for a profit
to be made. It happens in small towns
as well, in the Midwest, to the coasts,
anywhere someone can be sold for
profit, whether it’s in the commercial sex
industry or even at the local restaurant.
“I think one of the interesting things is,
we often think about human trafficking as
immigrants who are women only. Human
trafficking also happens to men, women
and children. Immigrants and women

Dr. Bridgette Carr



photos provided

get most of the media attention when in
reality, my clients are much more diverse
than that.”
I asked if progress is being made in
this area. She said, “It’s really hard to
know when you don’t know how many
are being sold. It takes a lot of time in the
industry to figure out the numbers, so it’s
hard to know whether we are reducing
the number. However, I’m hopeful that
the more we shine light into the reality
of this and talk about the issue the way
it actually happens, the more we can be
realistic about what can be done to slow
it down.”
Sites is known in the international

Kevin Sites

journalism community as “the father
of independent backpack journalism.”
He has worked for every major news
organization and for several decades has
been in the middle of wars, uprisings and
fragile ceasefires as a frontline reporter.
He has many stories to tell.
Sites told me that the entire focus
of his career as a journalist, author and
educator has been on this challenge: how
to tell a better story. He said, “Often,
that’s meant reflecting on my conscious
choices, whether they led to success
or failure, as well as the accidents that
prompted me to adjust, reform and
innovate.”
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of
work coat
Jeff
Hollis

Contemporary

Paintings • Glass
Ceramics
Open: Monday - Friday, 11am-5ish
At the Village Shops:
2340 Periwinkle Way
239-472-3386
www.watsonmacraegallery.com
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He told me, “While working for NBC
as a freelance producer, following the
9/11 attacks, I was immediately sent
to Afghanistan. I was aggressive about
shooting whenever I saw an opportunity.
Once, while on the frontlines, without my
crew, I videotaped a brief battle between
Northern Alliance and Taliban forces in
which a mortar shell wounded a National
Geographic producer. I was able to tie
off his wound and he was evacuated to a
medical facility.”
In 1988, he reported a retrospective
of Saddam Hussein’s poison gas attack at
Halabja. Sites said, “While it’s important
to take prudent risks to get a story,
sometimes ego driven ambition nearly
cost us our lives.” He will share these and
other stories. Author of three books, In
the Hot Zone, Swimming with Warlords
and The Things They Cannot Say,
Sites is currently an associate professor
of practice at the Journalism and Media
Studies Centre at the University of Hong
Kong.
Both presentations will take place at
7:30 p.m. in Christensen Performance
Hall at BIG ARTS, located at 900
Dunlop Road on Sanibel. You can live
stream all the FORUM lectures in the
comfort of your own home. Following the
lecture, you may text your questions and
comments to the speaker. The program
and technical support instructions will
be sent one week in advance of each
speaker. For more information and to
purchase tickets, call 395-0900. Tickets
for both the FORUM and Talking Points
lectures can now be purchased online at
www.bigarts.org.
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Shop & Dine Local
At the Island’s Number One Shopping Destination
Lee County Visitor & Convention Bureau
we’re
we’re always
always serving
serving
up
up something
something special!
special!

Open every day from 8am - 8pm!

Chef Geoffrey

Massage Massage
Periwinkle
Place
Shopping Center
Massage
Skincare
Skincare
239.395.2220
• 877.695.1588
Skincare
HairHair
& Nails
& Nails
Hair
& Nails
www.SanibelDaySpa.com
MM# 2782

239-472-2525 • BlueGiraffeRestaurant.com
Place•Shopping
Center
Periwinkle Periwinkle
Place Shopping
Center
239.395.2220
877.695.1588
239.395.2220
•
877.695.1588
Call for Takeout! - 2075 Periwinkle Way at Periwinkle239.395.2220
Place
Periwinkle
Place Shopping Center
• 877.695.1588

MM#MM#
27822782

Enjoy Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner
Inside or on our
Pet-Friendly Patio
Full Liquor Bar
Happy Hour
4 - 6pm

MM# 2782

Massage
Skincare
Hair & Nails

www.SanibelDaySpa.com
www.SanibelDaySpa.com

Now Open

2075 Periwinkle Way • 2 miles off Causeway Road on the Left • PeriwinklePlace.com

Shop Mon - Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5 • Dine 8am to 8pm (or later)
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Question Of The Week
by Wendy McMullen

T

his week’s question to the Sanibel City Council
candidates concerns the vital relationship
between the Sanibel Plan and the Sanibel Land
Development Code.
The question came from Mayor Mick Denham, who
is retiring from the city after 16 years as a member
of city council. We asked him to pose a question to
candidates. This question regarding variances to the
development code is essential to the future of the island
in that it determines future development on the island.
As many of the candidates state, it’s the job of the
Sanibel Planning Commission to interpret the code
and to grant variances where necessary. The ultimate
responsibility, however, lies with the city council and
there have been a number of occasions where city
council has reversed the decision of the planning
commission. Denham asks the candidates about the
circumstances in which they might be prepared to vote
for such a reversal.
Denham has served as mayor for four years and
vice mayor for nine years. During his tenure on city
council, he has been active on a large number of
committees, both local and statewide, most notably
those concerning water quality. He has received the
Conservationist of the Year Award by the Southwest
Florida Audubon Society and the Florida League of
Cities Home Rule Award four times, most recently in
2020.
“It has been an honor to serve the citizens of
Sanibel for the past 16 years,” said Denham. “I have
had some successes, made a few mistakes. But I have
always put the health and safety of Sanibel citizens first
and aimed at making the island a place people enjoyed
to visit and wanted to stay.”
The question posed by Denham was:
“What is the relationship between the Sanibel Plan
and the Sanibel Development Code and under what
circumstances would you be prepared to approve a
variance to the Sanibel Development Code?”

Jason Maughan

T

he Sanibel Plan is
the vision and the
aspirational goals
of the community, which
grow from the special
harmony of our diversity,
beauty, uniqueness,
character, and embody the
stewardship obligations
incumbent upon us to
protect Sanibel for future
generations. With regard to
the Sanibel Development
Code (SDP), this is where the proverbial “rubber meets
the road” for implementation of the Sanibel Plan as a
matter of law. The circumstances I would be prepared
to approve a variance are the same as I have exhibited

SANIBEL & CAPTIVA ISLANDS, FLORIDA
during two terms on the planning commission and
as a four-year veteran of city council – I follow the
laws we put in place to grant variances. The SDP lays
out exactly under what circumstances variances may
be granted after those circumstances meet all seven
required criteria. I intend to continue following the law
and not supplant it with my feelings when the law is
clear on a citizen’s rights or environmental protection.

John Henshaw

I

nitially adopted in 1976,
the Sanibel Plan or the
Comprehensive Land
Use Plan lays out the
principles, policies and
practices to control and
limit growth that ultimately
helps promote, preserve
and protect the health,
safety and welfare of our
residents and the unique
natural environments of
Sanibel. Sanibel’s Land
Development Code, as required by the Florida Local
Government Comprehensive Planning and Land
Development Regulation Act, is the instrument by
which land use decisions are made to conform with the
intent and provision of the Sanibel Plan. Any variance
to the Sanibel Development Code must be thoughtfully
evaluated and deference given to the intent and
principles outlined in the Sanibel Plan.

Dr. Scott Crater

T

he Sanibel Plan
lays out the broad
principles of land
use and development
on the island, while the
Land Development Code
enumerates the specific
rules for development.
These rules include
setbacks, maximum
building size, vegetation
buffers, coverage
limitations and much
more.
The Land Development Code is interpreted by
the planning commission and city staff. The latter
are also responsible for enforcement. The planning
commission is appointed by the city council and serves
in an advisory role to council. Rarely, city council could
overturn a planning commission decision, if the council
believes they have made an erroneous decision. In
general, the Sanibel Land Development code should
be followed. Variances might be acceptable when the
current code adversely affects the health and safety
of building occupants. For example, access for the
disabled might be a reason to grant a variance. With
few exceptions, I am in favor of adherence to the Land
Development Code, which has worked for decades to
protect our environment and quality of life.

FEBRUARY 26, 2021
Mike Miller

T

he Sanibel Plan is
our comprehensive
land use plan and
sets forth the vision for
how our community
will be developed and
conserved. it is intended
to guide our future
decisions and actions. In
comparison, the Land
Development Code is
our zoning ordinance and
creates the legal basis for
enforcement of the plan. The criteria for approval of
a variance to the code are set forth in section 82-140
of the code and consist of seven requirements, all
of which must be satisfied. In my opinion, the most
important requirement is 82-140(6), which states that
the variance requested must not be inconsistent with
the Sanibel Plan nor adverse to the health, safety and
welfare of the community. For variance applications,
it is the duty of the planning commission to determine
if the requirements are met, but losing parties may
appeal to city council.

Mary Bondurant

T

he Sanibel Plan
is designed to
protect our unique
environment and to
limit overdevelopment.
The Land Development
Code promotes orderly
growth within the city
in conformity with the
Sanibel Plan. I am hesitant
to even consider variances
without prior due diligence
and significant study by
experts of the environmental impact on our island.
As always, my goal is to keep Sanibel Sanibel.

Tim Drobnyk

T

he first thought that
comes to mind with
regard to a variance,
or discussion, would be
related to property for
affordable housing on
the island. Of course,
this question is general
in nature, but we have
an ongoing issue when it
comes to having options
for workforce housing.
Addressing the needs of
the community versus land that is less environmentally
sensitive is a topic I would like to see given more
consideration going forward.
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Speaker Reports
Sunny Outlook
For Lee County

I

ndicators such
as building
permitting,
airport ratings, real
estate prices and
inventory, and new
construction point
to the return to a
robust economy in
Lee County, said
John Talmage,
director of the Lee
County Economic
John Talmage
Development
Office, at the Sanibel & Captiva Islands
Chamber of Commerce February 10
Economic Development Power Hour
virtual meeting.
“From an economic development
perspective, we’ve never been more
busy,” he said. “We hope as a county
that our property tax base is stabilized,
that we’re not going to have to see any
serious budget cuts.”
For coastal communities such as
Sanibel and Captiva islands, staycations
and the “snow chicks” trend, where
families temporarily relocate here while
their children learn remotely, are the
silver lining. As a result of the LeeCares
Act, the county was able to put about
$2 million into Sanibel, he said,
including to nonprofits such as Clinic for

the Rehabilitation of Wildlife (CROW),
The Community House and FISH of
SanCap; and grants for more than 110
Sanibel-based businesses.
“The coastal communities are alive
and well,” he said. “The chamber has
been the absolute leader on this, but
water quality has to continue to be goal
one,” said Talmage. “(Water quality)
is essential for both our hospitality
economy, also our business recruitment
economy.”
Talmage favors “holding the line”
on housing development between the
causeway and San Carlos Boulevard.
“Our goal is to try to grow the economy
responsibly but aggressively and at the
same time protect our very special
communities like Sanibel and Captiva
and others. So, we hope they benefit
from the revenues that come from
growth but not necessarily be victim to
traffic.”
“John Talmage is no stranger to
Sanibel,” said John Lai, chamber
president and chief executive officer, in
his introduction to this month’s speaker.
“He has helped us to roll out just about
every economic initiative that we’ve
been able to cooperate with, and we
thank him for what he’s done.”
Talmage, an expert in the field
of local economic and community
development for municipal governments
and national research organizations,
sat for several years on the Sanibel
Planning Commission and on a number
of island boards of directors including,
most recently, Sanibel Community

Association, FISH, CROW and Sanibel
Sea School.
In his opening comments, Lai also
announced that the chamber will again
forego its traditional annual meeting
this April. “Certainly, we will have our
annual awards as we always do, but
we will not be gathering as a large
group function – to keep the business
community safe.”
He also introduced Brian Ososky
with the Lee County Visitor &
Convention Bureau, who announced a
new program to benefit local businesses
and visitors. The Sun Saver Passport

is a digital tool that allows restaurants,
bars, retail operations and attractions to
offer visitors special deals online and via
a new app. Already more than 4,600
people have signed up for the passport.
Businesses can learn more at www.
explore.fortmyers-sanibel.com.
The next virtual business meeting of
the Sanibel & Captiva Islands Chamber
of Commerce is scheduled for noon
on Wednesday, March 10 with VCB
Executive Director Tamara Pigott as
guest speaker. For more information,
contact Lai at 472-2348 or john@
sanibel-captiva.org.

Mighty Mussels
Inaugural Season
Begins In May

observe an off day each Monday. The
change is aimed at reducing both travel
and virus risk after 18 months without
baseball.
“We could not be more excited to
announce the schedule for the inaugural
season of Mighty Mussels baseball,”
said Mussels owner Andy Kaufmann.
“After a year off, we can’t wait to see
the great fans of Southwest Florida back
at Hammond Stadium to enjoy great
baseball and affordable family fun for
everyone. We want the first season of
the Mussels to be a memorable one so
stay tuned for the announcement of our
promotional schedule, which will have
lots of excitement all summer long.”
Fort Myers will play 24 games
against its closest geographical opponent
(Bradenton Marauders) and 12 games
against the remaining eight teams in the
league.

T

he Fort Myers Mighty Mussels 2021
season schedule will consist of 120
games, including 60 home games at
Hammond Stadium. The Mussels’ home
opener is scheduled for Tuesday, May 11
against the Clearwater Threshers.
After significant restructuring
throughout professional baseball, the
Mighty Mussels will now compete in the
Low-A Southeast region. The new league
consists of 10 teams, all of which are
previous members of the Florida State
League.
The 2021 schedule will feature a
six-game series running from Tuesday
through Sunday. The entire league will

continued on page 4B
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CHUCK BERGSTROM
Island Resident
Award Winning Realtor®

Chuck@

ChuckBergstrom.com
Direct
irect:: 239-209-6500

Custom Home Across From Beach!
4BR/3BA on a large acre+ lot completed
in 2019. Impact glass, 10’ ceilings, glassed
elevator, gourmet kitchen with gas cook top
and stainless appliances. Entertain in the
spacious great room with gas fireplace. All
rooms access the screen enclosed decks
overlooking the oversized salt water pool.
Gulf views.

$3,699,000

Locations In
Sanibel and Captiva
2400 Palm Ridge Rd.
Sanibel, FL 33957
11508 Andy Rosse Ln.
Captiva, FL 33924

This stunning 2BR/2BA unit has an open floor
plan and boasts excellent rental income! As a
walk-out ground floor unit, access to the beach,
pool area and tennis court is convenient and
easy! The unit has been renovated, including
the kitchen with custom cabinetry, granite
countertops and stainless appliances. Both
bathrooms are updated and the unit provides
a stackable washer/dryer.

$639,900

Beautifully remodeled 2 BR/2 BA corner unit
with Gulf and pool views. Kitchen has newer
appliances and large island/breakfast bar.
Beautifully furnished with ‘Island style’ decor.
The unit is fully outfitted for rental including
bicycles, beach chairs and flat screen TVs in
all rooms. Large exterior storage room and
assigned parking under building. Sandpiper
Beach is a 27-unit complex on 13 acres
along the Gulf of Mexico. $825,000
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Follow the tropical
drive into this gulf-side
building & enjoy the
privacy of a condo
community with just 14
owners. Convenient to
bike path & within
walking distance of
shops & restaurants.
Recently-renovated
building with waterside
community pool,
tennis, BBQs, & private
exterior storeroom.
Remodeled 2nd floor
2 bedroom with den in
delightful tropical décor
including easy-care
plank-style tile floors.
~1,350 sq. ft. Offered
turnkey including rental
bookings (weekly
minimum). $1,099,000

1238 Isabel Dr

Kings Crown #104

Offering water view &
set-back protection.
With updated kitchen &
bath, plus cheerful
beach-chic décor, this
condo is ideal as winter
residence, vacation
rental, & incomeproducer. On-site office
handles guests &
offers peace-of-mind
when you are away.
Weekly rental minimum
in “season”, otherwise
4 nights ensuring good
return. Community
offers assigned
parking, pool, tennis,
shuffleboard, WiFi,
laundries, & elevators.
Low fees too. $549,000
furnished & with
reservations

1894 Farm Tr

Mariner Pointe #541

2242 Periwinkle Way
Suite #3 in Sanibel Square

472-HOME (4663)
888-603-0603
More Info & blog at SanibelSusan.com

Susan
Andrews,

Realtor
Broker/Owner

David
Anderson

Realtor
Closing Coordinator

Lisa
Murty

Realtor

Elise
Carnes

Listing Coordinator
Notary
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Lynne Stern, left, and Maryanne Daly, right, PEO Chapter FV PCE chairs, met with Bailley
Pederson to give her a grant named in memory of Emy Dietz

photo provided

Successful Community
Partnerships
“Sanibel-Captiva residents, Ginny Stringer and
Jim Pigott are valued members of the firm’s
Advisory Board, sharing their expertise and
personal insight with the Trust Company team
for the good of our community.”
S. Albert D. Hanser, Founder & Chairman

Discover the difference.
Trust & Estate Services | Investment Management

Special Grant
Awarded To
Nursing Student

B

ailley Pederson has been chosen
by Sanibel Chapter FV of PEO
International to receive a $1,000
special grant named in memory of
chapter member Emma Lou “Emy” Dietz
who passed away last summer.
Dietz’s family requested that donations
in her memory be made to Chapter
FV. Dietz had been a member of PEO,
a philanthropic organization providing
funds for women’s education, for over
60 years. She was especially supportive
of the PEO Program for Continuing
Education (PCE), which grants funds to
women who have been in the workforce
and are returning to school to pursue a
career.
Pederson is food and beverage
manager at The Sanctuary Golf Club.
She is going back to school at Florida
Gulf Coast University to pursue a
bachelor of science degree in nursing.
Pederson said, “I am completely
blessed and grateful for receiving this
grant. It helps relieve so much stress and
helps make it possible for me to continue
my education without the financial
burden.”
She added, “I have always thought
about being a nurse. The global
pandemic is the little push I needed. I
was tired of sitting back and not being
able to help people in this time of crisis.
And my family and friends are my
From page 2B

2460 Palm Ridge Road | Sanibel, FL 33957
239.472.8300 | sancaptrustco.com
NOT FDIC INSURED I NOT GUARANTEED I MAY LOSE VALUE

Mighty Mussels
The Mighty Mussels will begin
the season on the road on May 4 in
Bradenton, and conclude the season at
home on Sunday, September 19 against
the Tampa Tarpons.
Fort Myers will be home on both

main motivation. The members at The
Sanctuary are very motivating as well.
Everyone is happy to see me going back
to school and supporting me through it
all.”
Chapter FV member Kerry Salatino,
who recommended Pederson for the
grant, said, “Bailley is the perfect
candidate to represent PEO and benefit
from the organization’s desire to
further women’s education. Bailley has
proven her commitment to personal
achievement through documented career
advancements with her current employer
while also actively pursuing classes in
nursing to make a career change. She is
pleasant, kindhearted and will be an asset
to many people in the future.”
“Family and friends describe Emy as
having a true zest for life, an interest in
others, and a lively sense of humor. With
her bright red, curly hair and twinkle
in her eye, she truly lit up the room
and brought a smile to your face,” said
Gwenda Hiett-Clements, Chapter FV
president. “It is so fitting that Bailley was
chosen to receive the funds from Emy’s
memorials. Bailley is truly a bright light
also. She is a delightful young lady who is
destined to make a difference in people’s
lives.”
This special grant was given locally.
Most grants from PEO International are
awarded to women nominated by local
chapters and funded by annual donations
from the organization’s chapters across
the United States and Canada. For more
information about PEO and available
scholarships, visit www.peointernational.
org.
Saturday, July 3 and Sunday, July
4 against the St. Lucie Mets for
Independence Day weekend. Game times
for those games and the entire schedule
will be announced at a later date.
Season tickets are on sale now, and
other ticket packages including single game
tickets will go on sale starting in April. Call
768-4210 or follow on social media.
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Trevor Nette
Broker/Realtor

Today is the day to live your beautifu
utifulife

3767 West Gulf Dr., Sanibel

$7,995,000

• Newer construction. Beautifully interior decorated • Wine Cellar. Elevator. Game Room.
• Panoramic Beach views. Private Pool and Spa • Fully Furnished. Turn key

1523 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel

$4,950,000

• The Fish House. 3+/- Acres • Prominent + successful Sanibel Island restaurant
• 200” + Sanibel River & Periwinkle Way frontage • New Outdoor Seating Area

UNDER CONTRACT

16970 Captiva Dr., Captiva

• Prime Location on Captiva Gold Coast. • 100’ of Beach Frontage
• Western Exposure Direct Sunset Views. • Live the Island dream.

$3,995,000

757 Windlass Way, Sanibel

• Canal. East end private location. • 3/2.5. Pool. Kayak & boat dock
• Furnished. Elevator, new roof. • Light & bright. Beautifully landscaped.

$1,249,000

Spotlight Properties of the Week

From Beach to Bay + Everything In-Between
TREVORNETTE.COM

Trevor@ TrevorNette.com 239.281.4435
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Rotary
Happenings
submitted by Cindy Carter

W

Mary Ellen and Eric Pfeifer with their sponsor check

Realtors Sponsor
Golf Tournament

P

feifer Realty Group has donated
$1,500 as a major sponsor for the
Play for PINK golf tournament to
take place on Saturday, March 27 at The
Dunes Golf and Tennis Club. The donation
supports the putting contest, a new feature
for the golf tournament this year. Thanks
to the underwriting of The Estee Lauder
Companies, 100 percent of funds raised
will go to the Breast Cancer Research



photo provided

Foundation.
Sixty-four golfers will tee off at 8:30
a.m. Players will purchase mulligans, raffle
tickets, pay-the-pro tickets and participate
in a putting contest at the conclusion of
their round. A luncheon will be held in
the pavilion and prizes will be awarded to
the first place men’s, women’s and mixed
teams. A virtual silent auction will take
place from March 24 through 27. Auction
items may be previewed online beginning
Saturday, March 20.
To date, Pfeifer Realty Group has
donated $175,500 to local nonprofits.

hen the
COVID-19
pandemic
began to alter life as
we knew it, people
were very focused on
how it affected their
lives and their work
situations. As we can
now sit back and reflect a little more, we
are able to begin to see how it affected
others’ lives and their lines of work as
well.
Mark Weber, manager of Florida
Business Operations for the Minnesota
Twins, spoke to us about the challenges
that the athletic industry, specifically
baseball, dealt with and the adjustments
they had to make to ensure the safety
and security of their players, staff and
fans. Within 12 hours in mid-March,
decisions had to be made on the best
process of sending players home to
their many different states and several
countries as well as the process of
clearing out all their equipment.
Since that time, there have been
countless meetings with the team’s
medical personnel and upper level
administration about testing protocols
in order to maintain the safety of all
involved and open the stadiums to fans.
They are confident that the season will be
safe, successful, a winning one!

Mark Weber 

photo provided

Weber started with the Minnesota
Twins in 1985 and then started his own
business specializing in sports in 1995.
He rejoined the Twins in 2014 and
oversees all the business operations for
the Ball Club in Southwest Florida. He
and his wife, Kathy, have been residents
of Southwest Florida since 2014.
The Sanibel-Captiva Rotary Club is
holding hybrid meetings on Zoom and
in person at The Dunes. To attend a
meeting in person (limit 20), email Bill
Harkey at william.harkey@gmail.com
by Wednesday. Zoom meetings are held
on Fridays. Log on as early as 7 a.m.,
meeting begins at 7:30 a.m.
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SANIBEL BEACHFRONT

CAPTIVA BEACHFRONT
NEW PRICE

3767 W. GULF DR., SANIBEL

11559 LAIKA LN., CAPTIVA

$7,995,000
MLS 219071271
Trevor Nette 239.281.4435

$7,500,000
MLS 220029520
McMurray & Members 239.850.7888

• Newer Construction, Gorgeous Interior
• Wine Room, Elevator, Game Rooms

• Iconic, Modern, Gulf Front Estate, 4,730 S.F.
• Rooftop Terrace, Floor to Ceiling Windows

SEASPRAY

1314 SEASPRAY LN., SANIBEL

• New 2020 Construction, Gulf Front Estate
• 5 BR, 5.5 BA, Soaring Beam Ceilings

CAPTIVA BEACHFRONT

RoyalShellRealEstate.com

239.314.3640

$6,995,000
MLS 220004495
McMurray & Members 239.850.7888

CAPTIVA ISLAND

15138 WILES DR., CAPTIVA

• 102’ of Premier Gulf Frontage
• Comfort Meets Luxury - 6 BR, 5.5 BA
$6,195,000
MLS 220031374
McMurray & Members 239.850.7888

SANIBEL ISLAND
NEW PRICE

CAPTIVA VILLAGE

SOUTH SEAS ISLAND RESORT
NEW PRICE

17201 CAPTIVA DR., CAPTIVA

1523 PERIWINKLE WAY, SANIBEL

14980 BINDER DR., CAPTIVA

1634 LAND’S END VILLAGE, CAPTIVA

$5,650,000
MLS 220009922
Trevor Nette 239.281.4435

$4,950,000
MLS 220082005
Trevor Nette 239.281.4435

$2,550,000
MLS 221003093
Trevor Nette 239.281.4435

$2,320,000
MLS 220065591
Vicki Panico 239.980.0088

• Gulf to Bay, Old World Magnificence
• 5 BR, Wood Beam Ceilings, Elevator

SANIBEL ISLAND

• 200’+ Sanibel River & Periwinkle Frontage
• Commercial Property, 3+/- Acres

SANIBEL ISLAND

• “Into the Mystic” - Great Location
• 4 BR, 4 BA, New Contemporary-Beach

• Simply Breathtaking Views
• 3 BR w/Penthouse Master Suite

BEACHVIEW ESTATES

POINTE SANTO

6418 PINE AVE., SANIBEL

490 SAWGRASS PL., SANIBEL

1259 PAR VIEW DR., SANIBEL

2445 W. GULF DR. #C23, SANIBEL

$1,849,000
MLS 220034841
McMurray & Members 239.850.7888

$1,435,000
MLS 220073830
Trevor Nette 239.281.4435

$1,175,000
MLS 220045533
Cindy Sitton 239.810.4772

$995,000
MLS 219083100
Bob Radigan 239.691.6240

• 3 BR, 3 BA, 3,930+ S.F., Near Beach
• Spacious Floor Plan, Soaring Ceiling

OCEAN’S REACH

• Gorgeous European Design Finishes
• Beautiful Tropical Setting

SUNDIAL OF SANIBEL

• Extraordinary Home, Oversized Lot
• 3 BR, 4 BA, Stunning Pool & Terrace

• 3 BR, Direct Panoramic Gulf Views
• See 3D Tour: www.PointeSantoc23.info

MARINER POINTE

SANIBEL ISLAND
NEW LISTING

2230 CAMINO DEL MAR DR. #2D1, SANIBEL

1501 MIDDLE GULF DR. #G204, SANIBEL

760 SEXTANT DR. #241, SANIBEL

3304 SAINT KILDA RD., SANIBEL

$890,000
MLS 220033967
Cindy Sitton 239.810.4772

$749,000
MLS 220067748
Brian Murty 239.565.1272

$690,000
MLS 221000640
Bob Radigan 239.691.6240

$599,000

• 2 BR, 2 BA, Direct Gulf Front
• Recently Renovated, New Furnishings

OFF WEST GULF DRIVE

• Gulf Views from Your Screened Lanai
• 2 Bedrooms, 2 Full Bathrooms

• 2 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Townhouse
• Panoramic Bay Views, Direct Walk-Out

• Possible Gulf Views from Piling Home
• Private Lake View Setting
MLS 221009944

John Nicholson, McMurray & Members 239.849.3250

SUNDIAL OF SANIBEL

GULF RIDGE

SUNDIAL OF SANIBEL

217 VIOLET DR., SANIBEL

1501 MIDDLE GULF DR. #D408, SANIBEL

1837 BUCKTHORN LN., SANIBEL

1501 MIDDLE GULF DR. #F108, SANIBEL

$549,000

$529,900
MLS 221011642
Fred Newman & Vicki Panico 239.826.2704

$499,000
MLS 220069690
Jason Lomano 239.470.8628

$435,000
MLS 220009087
Brian Murty 239.565.1272

NEW LISTING

• Small Subdivision, Lakefront
• Deeded Beach Easement

MLS 221009913

John Nicholson, McMurray & Members 239.849.3250

7B

NEW LISTING

• Peaceful & Perfect Top Floor
• Partial Beach View from Courtyard

• Exceptional, Near Beach Building Opportunity
• Over 1 Acre, Upscale Home Plans Available

UNDER CONTRACT

• Large 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• Beautifully Maintained Property

8B
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Ribbon-Cutting
Held For Bank
Relocation

T

he Sanibel & Captiva Islands
Chamber of Commerce celebrated
the February 1 opening of Sanibel
Captiva Community Bank’s new main
office at 2406 Periwinkle Way with
a ribbon-cutting ceremony recently.
Besides a more convenient location,
the new office offers customers added
features including a drive-up ATM,
expanded parking, a larger lobby and
the Ken Nirenberg Community Room,
named in honor of the late bank
director who passed away in December.
“Now with two locations at either
end of Periwinkle Way, we are able
to more conveniently extend our
unmatched, superior customer service in
helping customers find smart, thoughtful
banking solutions,” said Craig Albert,
CEO and president of Sanibel Captiva
Community Bank. “Our foundation is
built on people and relationships, and
our success is based on the recognition
and value we place on relationships
with customers, team members and our
community.”
The new bank replaces the original

Sanibel Captiva Community Bank staff and chamber representatives celebrated the opening of the new location with a ribbon-cutting

photo provided

Sanibel Captiva Community Bank,
which opened at 2475 Library Way on
Sanibel in 2003. It was the first office
for the bank, which now has grown to
include seven other branches throughout
Sanibel and Fort Myers.

Window Treatments . Furniture . Flooring . Lighting . Accessories . Closets

Providing Custom Interiors to Sanibel & Captiva for 30 years
Complimentary In-Home Consultation

695 Tarpon Bay Rd. Sanibel, FL 33957
www.coin.decoratingden.com

239.472.6551

“We’re so proud to be a long-term
member of the Sanibel & Captiva
Islands Chamber of Commerce,” said
Albert. “This partnership is important to
us because it allows us the opportunity
to be actively involved in the betterment
of our island community.”
“Congratulations to Craig and
his team for their expansion – one

more shining example of the bank’s
vitality and commitment to serving its
community,” said John Lai, chamber
president and chief executive office.
“Sanibel Captiva Community Bank
has become such an integral part of
the islands’ financial scene, and we are
always happy to applaud its efforts.”

Presentation On
Climate Change

of these effects last year when we had
rain for 24 hours on Sanibel. Although
our weirs held, they aren’t designed for
such events, and more of these events
will come. Seeing a lot of the bike path
to Bowman’s Beach under water was a
startling reminder, as was the reminder
that we have a lot of Super Fund sites
threatened by sea level rise all over the
U.S., 52 in Florida alone. An overflow
of their hazardous chemicals into the
water table or our rivers would be an
unmitigated disaster.
We know that the elderly, those with
compromised health, communities of
color, those who live in densely packed
urban areas and children are the most
threatened. And the extra heat, coupled
with particulate matter from burning
fossil fuels, use of traditional agriculture
and coal-fired power plants, increase
this threat.
As part of The Climate Reality
Project, I will lead a presentation at The
Community House on Tuesday, March
9 at 6:30 p.m. You can also tune in on
Zoom. To register for the Zoom link,
go to www.sanibelcommunityhouse.net,
click on Calendar, and then click on the
March 9 presentation. I will share much
more information about the effects of
burning fossil fuels on our health, our
food and water supply, our pocketbook
and our wildlife, along with strategies to
sustain our earth and all of the lives it
supports.
The Climate Realty Project is a
non-partisan organization founded to
educate people about climate change
and solutions.
The Community House is located at
2173 Periwinkle Way on Sanibel. For
more information, call 472-2155.

submitted by Ariel Hoover,
Climate Reality Leadership Corps

T

he year 2020 tied with 2016 for
the hottest year on record, even
though statistically it was a little bit
higher. But the fact that the last seven
years are the warmest on record should
wake us up. Scientists have warned us
that we have to keep the overall rise
under 2.5 degrees C to ensure life on
earth can continue as we know it. But
we are playing Russian roulette with our
lives and the lives of all living beings.
Heat affects the various threats we face
such as health, for example. We know
that insects like warmer weather – the
ticks that cause Lyme’s disease have
spread as far north as Canada already,
and mosquitoes that cause malaria
and other diseases like the extra heat
– they reproduce more often, and it
makes them hungrier so they bite more
often. The extra heat even lowers the
nutritional value of our foods, as well as
the amount produced. It is important
that we come to grips with this issue as
we will have a lot more people to feed
in 100 years.
Of course, extra heat also evaporates
more moisture into the sky, causing
heavier downpours. We can see the
future already in places like Miami
where they routinely experience rainy
day flooding. They have had to move
some of their wells further west to keep
out saltwater intrusion. They are number
one for losses due to sea level rise in
the not-distant future. We saw some
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Refuge Hires
Two New Staffers

Avery Renshaw

Lindsey Voegele

T

his month, two new federal
employees clocked in at JN
“Ding” Darling National Wildlife
Refuge (NWR) on Sanibel. Avery
Renshaw will fill the newly created
position of biological technician; Lindsey
Voegele steps in as administrative
payroll and travel technician for multiple
Florida refuges.
Renshaw, who worked at “Ding”
Darling from April 2019 to December
2020 as a biology intern, assisted senior
refuge biologist Jeremy Conrad with his
mangrove fertilization doctorate project,
which included field data collection and
sample processing.
“In her new position, she will be
working with me on all things biological
related,” said Conrad. “This includes
research, surveys, restoration, water
quality and planning.” Hers is a fouryear term position. Due to lack of hiring
funds in the refuge budget, the “Ding”
Darling Wildlife Society-Friends of the
Refuge is partially supporting Renshaw’s
first-year salary.
“Thank you to ‘Ding’ Darling Wildlife
Society for supporting my first year
in this exciting new position,” said
Renshaw. “They are helping to make
it possible for me to pursue my dream
career.”
Originally from Mount Airy,
Maryland, Renshaw previously interned
with Mote Marine Lab’s Coral Reef
Ecological Processes Program in
the Florida Keys. She graduated in
2018 with a bachelor’s degree in
environmental science and studies with
a biology concentration from Towson
University in Towson, Maryland.
“Through my internship, Sanibel
Island and its natural ecosystems have
become important and significant places
to me, so when this job opportunity
arose, I had to apply,” said Renshaw.
“I wanted to continue contributing to
the refuge’s mission to protect and
preserve the island’s wildlife and natural
habitats. I’m especially looking forward
to important restoration efforts at the
newly acquired refuge habitat.”
Voegele, who is currently working
remotely from Oregon, will be arriving
in March to make “Ding” Darling her
home base for working with Crystal
River NWR, Florida Keys NWR
Complex, and Southwest Florida
NWR Complex, which includes “Ding”
Darling, Florida Panther and Ten
Thousand Islands refuges.
continued on page 10B
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Ashton. “The Sanibel & Captiva Islands
Chamber of Commerce is always at
the table with the city, the county and,
often the state of Florida, when it comes
to the business health and community
health of the islands. The chamber is
often driving the conversations. Chris
and I feel that it is really important to
support this effort and to stay current
with the issues facing the businesses
here.”

Upper Captiva
Fire And Rescue
Receives Grant

T

Chamber representatives with Chris Kirchner and Sarah Ashton, center, at the ribbon-cutting

Celebration Held
For New Real
Estate Group

T

he Sanibel & Captiva Islands
Chamber of Commerce celebrated
the opening of the Keller Williams
Realty office at 2440 Palm Ridge on
Sanibel on February 16. The business is

NEED A HOME!

a partnership between longtime Sanibel
real estate agents Sarah Ashton and
Chris Kirchner. The office officially
opened September 1, 2020.
“My business partner and I made the
decision last year to open the Sanibel
and Captiva office of Keller Williams
Realty as we felt that the company was
a good fit for how we do business and
where we wanted to see our business
go,” said Ashton. “In addition to
national and international exposure for
our properties, they also have a luxury
division which was well suited to our
business on Sanibel and Captiva.”
Kirchner has been working in real
estate since he moved to Southwest
Florida in 2009. He has received the
International Rising Star, RE/MAX
100% Club, and Executive Club Awards
multiple times. Additional awards
include top listing and selling agent on
numerous occasions.
Ashton moved to Sanibel in 2001



photo provided

and began selling real estate in 2003.
She serves as president of the “Ding”
Darling Wildlife Society and is past
president of the chamber as well as
the American Business Women’s
Association local chapter.
The Keller Williams Realty Ashton
Kirchner Group prides itself on the
relationships it establishes with its
clients. “Working with us feels more
like a partnership with a good friend to
achieve the goal of buying or selling an
island property versus just a check-off
transaction,” said Ashton.
“We congratulate two fine island
business people on their latest
endeavor,” said John Lai, chamber
president and chief executive office.
“Sarah and Chris not only have a
proven flair for success, but an invested
interest in their community and clients.”
“Being involved in the Sanibel
and Captiva communities is key to
being in business on the islands,” said

10% OFF
Looking for a home to rent for
me and my dad. A year round
rental on Sanibel. I’m 5 years old
and under 15lbs. My dad is 54
and has worked on Sanibel for
15 years now. We don’t need
anything huge, a one bedroom/
one bath with a small kitchen
would work out fine.
Open to suggestions.

Text or leave message.

239-224-0046

We Ship Shells!
We Ship Luggage!
We Ship Fragile Items!
We Accept & Sign For Packages!

GROUND
SHIPPING
WITH THIS AD

S h i p p i n g • Pa c k i n g • Pa c k i n g S u p p l i e s
B W & C o l o r C o p i e s • M a i l b ox R e n t a l s
Pick Ups • Notary Services • Fax/Scan & Email
Au t h o r ize d S h ip p in g C e n t e r
Fr ie n d ly a n d C o u r t e o u s se r vice
A ll it e m s p ro fe ssio n a lly p a cke d w it h ca re

QWIK

PACK & SHIP

MON-FRI 9:30- 5:30 • Sat 10-2
1 4 5 6 P e r i w i n k l e Wa y, S u i t e B ( N e x t t o B i l l y ' s B i k e R e n t a l s )
(239) 472-0288 • Fax (239) 472-0809
R o b @ I s l a n d B u s i n e s s C e n t e r. c o m • w w w. I s l a n d B u s i n e s s C e n t e r. c o m

he Upper Captiva Fire & Rescue
is better equipped to keep all
community members safe thanks
to a grant from Firehouse Subs Public
Safety Foundation. The $21,408 grant
will be used to purchase two sets of the
latest generation night vision equipment,
fulfilling a critical need within the
department and community.
“We are committed to helping
organizations such as the Upper Captiva
Fire and Rescue District to continue
their lifesaving work within local
communities. We are honored to be
able to award this grant and do our part
to ensure that Upper Captiva and its
surrounding communities are safer for
everyone, including first responders,”
said Robin Peters, executive director,
Firehouse Subs Public Safety
Foundation.
The two pairs of night vision goggles
will be used to provide safer and more
effective response both on land and
waterways that surround the community.
Given the remote nature of North
Captiva Island, the ability to see in the
dark will help the district emergency
responders locate and identify people or
fire threats even in the darkness of the
more remote areas and state lands.
The grant was one of 102 Firehouse
Subs Public Safety Foundation awarded
to public safety organizations across the
country during the most recent grant
application period. The 102 grants total
more than $2.1 million.
To donate or learn more
about the foundation, visit www.
FirehouseSubsFoundation.org.
From page 9B

Refuge
Voegele was working for the Bureau
of Land Management in Coos Bay,
Oregon as an administrative assistant.
She graduated from the University of
Illinois Urbana-Champaign in 2010 and
has worked for other land management
agencies including the National Park
Service and U.S. Forest Service.
“I have lived in the Fort Myers area
previously, and I am excited to enjoy
sunshine, beaches and the beautiful
Florida coast once again,” said Voegele.
“I am looking forward to learning more
about the refuge. It is always fun to
discover the behind-the-scenes activities
each refuge is working on.”
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New Location

SAME COMMITMENT
The only bank chartered on Sanibel is now even better.
As of February 1, our Main Office has relocated from 2475 Library Way to our new location at 2406
Periwinkle Way.
Locally owned and operated with two island branches, we’re committed to providing the residents and
businesses of Sanibel and Captiva with smart, thoughtful banking solutions, as well as supporting the
island community through our volunteerism and charitable donations.

2406 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel | 239-472-6100
1037 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel | 239-472-6150
www.SanCapBank.com
NMLS #411904
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pavilion, underwritten by The Sanibel
Captiva Trust Company.
A virtual silent auction will take
place leading up to the golf tournament
with bidding beginning on Wednesday,
March 24 and ending at 6 p.m. on

Saturday, March 27. Auction items may
be previewed online starting Saturday,
March 20 by visiting: https://www.
charityauctionstoday.com/auctions/
DunesPlayForPink-21215.

Shell Museum
Names New
Finance Manager

T
From left: Steve Greenstein of the trust company; Amy Clapp, co-chair of Play for PINK; Al
Hanser of the trust company; Jim Clapp, co-chair of Play for PINK; and Gail Latino and Ed
Ciskowski of the trust company

photo provided

Trust Company
Lead Sponsor Of
Golf Tournament

T

he Sanibel Captiva Trust Company
will be the lead sponsor once again
of The Dunes Golf and Tennis
Club annual Play for PINK (PFP) golf
tournament to be held Saturday, March
27. PFP has also received an additional
donation from The Hanser Foundation
for the coming event. Al Hanser, founder
and chairman of the trust company, said,
“Over the years, we have supported the
tournament to raise funds for the fight

against breast cancer and it has become a
proud tradition between the trust company
and The Dunes. We also commend the
planning committee for their time and
creativity to make it an enjoyable day for
all.”
Thanks to local sponsors and
underwriting from The Estee Lauder
Companies Breast Cancer Campaign, 100
percent of the funds raised are donated to
The Breast Cancer Research Foundation.
Sixty-four golfers will tee-off at 8:30
a.m. Players will purchase mulligans, raffle
tickets, pay-the-pro tickets and participate
in a putting contest at the conclusion of
their round. Prizes will be awarded to the
first-place men’s, women’s and mixed
teams. A luncheon will be held in the

he Bailey-Matthews National Shell
Museum has named Ryan Powell as
its new finance manager.
Powell, who has lived in the Fort Myers
area for most of his life, completed his
bachelor’s in accounting at Florida Gulf
Coast University. He most recently worked
as an accountant for Wiltshire, Whitley,
Richardson & English, PA, a longstanding
Fort Myers firm.
Powell also brings extensive
management experience to the museum,
after working for Publix Super Markets for
14 years. His volunteer work with United
Way and its partner agencies over the
years has shifted his interest to working
in the nonprofit realm, and he looks

Superior Interiors

Choose A Color
Scheme For Your
Home Office
by Trinette Nelson

T HE ONLY ISL A ND-BA SED A IR CONDI T IONING COMPA N Y

WE WILL LIGHT
THE WAY!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Landscape Lighting
Path & Area Lights
Flood Lighting
Spot Lights
Well Lights
Deck Light
Hardscape Lighting
Underwater Lights
And more...

Sanibel Air & Electric providing
the highest quality electrical services.

(239) 395-COOL (2665)
24-Hour Service Line: 239-472-3033

Sanibel Air and Electric, Inc. | Family Owned & Operated
1213 Periwinkle Way | Sanibel, Florida 33957
www.SanibelAir.com • cooling@sanibelair.com

LIC # EC-0001761 LIC # CAC-057364

T

oday, having a
home office is
just as essential
as having a living
room space for most
working individuals.
Whether it’s a
separate area that is
closed off from the
rest of the house, or
a space that’s carved
out of an existing room, those who work
or study from home deserve a workspace
to call their own. Working at the kitchen
table while your kids learn remotely
isn’t always going to spark creativity
and productivity; you need to establish a
specific location to complete your work.
Once you have settled into your home
office environment, decorating your
workspace in a way that is motivational
and free of distractions is a must.
Accessories, décor and furniture are a few
ways you can express your personality and
meet your workspace needs, but the paint
and accent colors can set the foundation
you need to succeed.
Which color scheme is right for you?
Finding a new arrangement of colors is not
a one-size-fits-all deal. One person might
thrive in a room filled with bright, bold
hues, while another might find it more
distracting than inspiring. Personal style
isn’t the only factor that plays a major role
in choosing a color scheme; the type of
work you do or the way you use the home
office can also be a determining factor in
your color choice.
Neutral hues – One simple way to make

Ryan Powell 

photo provided

forward to becoming a part of the Sanibel
community.
concentration the top priority in the home
office is with neutral tones. Shades of gray,
beige and white can paint a clean slate in
your workspace, allowing your head space
to focus solely on your work.
Bright and lively colors – If you feel that
your workspace needs a boost of color as
a means of inspiring you throughout the
day, brighter, yet subtle shades like blush
or coral can bring some personality to the
room. Even if you don’t want to go full
force with these colors, you may consider
an accent wall instead.
Saturated dark pigments – While the
home office is generally associated with
light shades, darker, saturated colors can
be freeing for your creative side. Rich,
saturated pigments respond extremely
well to all types of light and remarkably
emerge much more pigmented than on
the color card. Do you enjoy the outdoors
and are inspired by nature? Consider a
rich green, as it is the color of growth,
life and renewal, an office clad in this hue
will promote calmness, harmony, a strong
sense of balance, reassurance, safety and
productivity.
All in all, we recommend that you don’t
stray too far away from the rest of the
colors in your home. Your office should
not stick out like a sore thumb. It can have
its own personality in some form, but it
should flow and have a common thread
with the rest of your home stylistically.
Lighting is everything in the home
office. Whether you are attending Zoom
meetings or taking on art and design work,
perfecting the lighting is a must. It allows
you to pay as close attention to detail as
possible and appear as lively as ever via
webcam. If natural lighting works in your
favor in your office space, take advantage
of it. Otherwise, consider the addition of
overhead lighting or desk lamps that can
help you maximize the efficiency of your
workspace area with ease.
Trinette Nelson is an interior designer
on Sanibel/Captiva Islands and can be
reached at trinette@coindecden.com.
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ISLAND SUN BUSINESS NEWSMAKERS
Kingfisher Real Estate

T

he top producers for January at
Kingfisher Real Estate were: KC
Cuscaden, top listing agent; and
Mary Bondurant, top selling agent.

McMurray & Members

Royal Shell Real Estate

Marianne Stewart

Liz Stewart

Larry Hahn

Deb Hahn

T

Trevor Nette

Cindy Sitton

VIP Realty
Group

T

he top
producers
for January
at VIP Realty
Group were:
Lynda and Kit
Traverso, top
sales; Teresa
Baker, top
Lynda and Kit Traverso
listings; and
Janka Varmuza, top producer.

Mary Bondurant

John
Naumann
& Associates

T

he top producers for January at the
Royal Shell Real Estate SanibelCaptiva office were: McMurray &
Members; top listing producers team;
Trevor Nette, top listings producer
individual/partners; McMurray &
Members, top sales producers team;
and Cindy Sitton, top sales producer
individual/partners.

KC Cuscaden

Teresa Baker

he top
producers for
January at
John Naumann &
Associates were:
Evan duPont,
top listing agent;
Marianne and Liz
Evan duPont
Stewart, top listing
team; Linda Naton,
top sales agent;
and Larry and Deb
Hahn, top sales
team.

Janka Varmuza
Linda Naton

REMARKABLE Beauty.
Incomparable QUALITY.

Isn’t that what your oasis deserves? Your one-of-a-kind home,
on the lot of your choosing, can start to become reality today.
Backed by years of experience building on challenging lots in
Sanibel, Captiva, and beyond, the seamless process is promised
to end in a quality home that suits your unique needs.

Start the process today!

Explore floorplans and get in touch at DanielWayneHomes.com.

CGC034850
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Will Power

Should I Pay Dad’s Credit Cards?
by Craig R. Hersch, Florida Bar Board Certified
Wills, Trusts & Estates Attorney; CPA

W

hen a parent dies, one of the first questions I receive from
their adult children is whether they are responsible for the
parent’s debts. Home mortgage statements, utilities, credit
cards, hospital bills and other such expenses flood the mailbox.
What to do?
Florida law answers these questions. Generally speaking,
spouses, children and other beneficiaries aren’t liable for the
individual debts of a decedent. But a misstep can result in personal
liability. If you’re serving as the personal representative (Florida
law’s executor) in a probate estate, or as a trustee of the deceased’s
trust, you should rely on your estate attorney, who knows the
complex rules regarding a decedent’s creditors. If you don’t adhere to them, invoices that
normally wouldn’t be your responsibility could become your liability.
Allow me to explain. Florida law provides for the priority of creditor claims. If the
decedent’s estate is sufficient to pay all the bills, then there’s no problem. But what
if the estate is insufficient to pay the bills? Should the spouse or adult children or the
beneficiaries come out of pocket to satisfy them?
Here we look to the Florida statutes, which sets priorities among the bills. Expenses
related to the administration of the estate (lawyers, executors, etc.) are the highest priority
and stand first in line. You might scoff that the lawyers are first, but who would help
administer an estate if all the other creditors consume the estate?
Next in line are funeral expenses up to $6,000. After that, federal debts and taxes,
then state, including unpaid court costs fees and fines. Doctors, hospitals and attendants
relating to the last 60 days illness follow, then business debts up to the value of the
business assets, and finally all other debts, which might include unsecured credit cards.
It makes sense that debt secured by assets, such as a mortgage on a home, have
priority over unsecured debts. So, if there’s a mortgage on a property that wasn’t the
decedent’s Florida homestead, and has sufficient equity to satisfy the creditors, it might
make economic sense for the beneficiaries to carry the cost of the mortgage until the
property is sold.
The decedent’s Florida homestead is exempt from the claims of creditors so long
as it is devised to an heir (spouse and children qualify). But it transfers subject to any
mortgages or other secured liens. If, however, the will or trust directs the sale of the
homestead, then unsecured creditors can reach its equity. The homestead equity is not

How’s The Market? Ask Ann

ARE YOU SELLING? Want to save on commission fees? Call me, I
will save you between $9,000 and $18,000 on an average priced sale on
Sanibel. I will also provide you with excellent service and local experience.
Want to get ahead of the “curve”? If you are a home buyer in our resale
market, odds are, you are looking at 30-40 old houses. Some of these
Ann Gee
Broker/Owner
properties have been updated with new wind rated windows, remodeled
kitchens and baths, new flooring, new roofs, air conditioning systems and, in some homes,
new plumbing. A buyer will recognize these factors and be willing to pay a premium for
homes in this condition.
Another viable option is to purchase a lot and build a new home, and be involved with
planning the design, cabinetry and colors you prefer. Depending on the size of the home,
we can put together a package of a home and lot between 1,500 and 2,000 square feet
for a price between $725,000 and $900,000. We are very familiar with the city’s building
regulations. If this applies to you, be sure and talk to us. Here are two lots that will
accomplish this goal and price.

PRIME near beach homesite, 5 minute walk to
the Gulf of Mexico! Highly desirable Sea Oats
subdivision with home values between $750,000
and $1,200,000. Build near beach home with pool for
under $700,000.

Sanibel’s BEST “near beach value”! Nestled on large
parcel with home values ranging between $600,000
and $1,100,000. Coverage area of the lot will
allow for a spacious home with a pool. Compares
favorably to other near beach lots priced between
$300,000 & $400,000. Own a new pool home on
Sanibel for under $800,000.

Call or email me with any questions. Stay safe & have a successful year!
Certified Negotiation Expert • Certified International Property Specialist
239-850-0979 • RealtorAnn@hotmail.com • www.JohnGeeRealty.com

protected to the extent that the homestead is devised to someone other than an heir (a
friend or charity, for example).
IRA accounts are also generally exempt from creditor claims, unless they are payable
to the estate rather than to a beneficiary, in which case the account becomes subject to
creditor claims.
If the personal representative or trustee pays bills in the wrong priority, and if there
aren’t enough non-exempt assets to cover those bills, he or she is personally liable to pay
the claims of those that would have been paid had the proper priority been followed. So,
for example, if the trustee paid the American Express and Visa bills, but it turns out that
there wasn’t enough money to pay the doctor and hospital bills, the trustee will then have
to come out of pocket to pay those doctors and hospitals because they had priority under
the law.
If a probate estate is opened with the circuit court, then the attorney for the file will
explain the proper procedure to notify the creditors and satisfy their claims. It’s the
personal representative’s duty to determine any “reasonably ascertainable” creditor. The
attorney for the file will send a formal notice of the administration to those creditors,
granting them 90 days to make a claim against the estate. The other creditors are
noticed in a newspaper legal notice advertisement. The estate can’t be closed until all
creditor claims have been satisfied, or in the case of insufficient funds, paid proportionally
as provided for under the statute.
If no probate is opened, the trustee has a period of two years where he can remain
liable to creditors. That’s why it might be prudent to open an empty probate simply to
run a proper creditor notice period.
I’m sure this is clear as mud to the reader. The law is more complex than I have space
to describe. That’s why it’s so very important to have a knowledgeable attorney lead you
through this process.
©2021 Craig R. Hersch. Learn more at www.floridaestateplanning.com.

A Look At The
Science Behind
Climate Change

C

limate change
– sometimes
referred to
as global warming
– has gone from a
speculative concern
to a widely-accepted
scientific fact.
Governments from
the national to the
local level are trying
to anticipate the
impact that climate Katherine Hayhoe
change will have
people’s lives, from
sea level rise to mass human migration.
Though the problem is global, solutions
often begin with small, personal choices.
BIG ARTS Talking Points series will
provide some answers on Thursday,
March 4 at 4 p.m. when renowned climate
scientist Katherine Hayhoe presents a
virtual discussion on current climate science
and what individuals can do to make a
difference.
Hayhoe is an accomplished
atmospheric scientist who studies climate
change and why it matters to the here
and now. She directs the Climate Center
at Texas Tech University and has a
PhD in atmospheric science from the
University of Illinois; has received the
American Geophysical Union’s Climate
Communication Prize and the Sierra
Club’s Distinguished Service Award; and
has been named one of Time magazine’s
100 Most Influential People. She hosts
the PBS digital series Global Weirding
and serves on advisory committees for
the Smithsonian Natural History Museum
and the American Association for the
Advancement of Science.
“We know the future is uncertain,”
Hayhoe said, “but we also know that we
can’t use past climate to predict the future
anymore. Thanks to centuries’ worth of
carbon dioxide emissions from human

activities, the symptoms are not just
limited to increases in mean temperature;
they also include more frequent heavy
precipitation extremes, rising sea level,
stronger hurricanes, and more intense and
more frequent heat waves.”
Individual activity is part of the climate
problem. Most of the electricity used daily
is generated by fossil-based fuels. The food
people eat is the product of agricultural
methods that contribute to global
temperature increases. One of the few
benefits of the COVID-19 pandemic has
been to dramatically illustrate how largescale changes in human activity can have a
major positive impact on the environment.
How can individuals best become part of
the climate solution?
Hayhoe observed that “as the scientific
evidence builds, so does the opposition
to solutions: they’re impractical, or they’ll
harm people, or they’re even too late,
some argue. Why is climate change such a
difficult problem to solve, and what can we
do about it?”
Hayhoe untangles the complex science
behind global warming and highlights the
positive impact individuals can have on this
human global challenge. Her presentation
will be live-streamed and questions may
be submitted by text during the session.
Tickets can be purchased online at www.
bigarts.org or by calling 395-0900.

Don’t Wait For
Rock Bottom To
Seek Treatment

N

arconon reminds families that an
addict or alcoholic does not need to
hit rock bottom before they reach
out for treatment. The truth is, it can
always get worse, and there will be another
rock bottom. Will the next bottom be one
they can’t come back from? Get them help
now so that you don’t lose your loved one.
For more information, visit www.
narconon-suncoast.org/blog/theconcept-of-hitting-rock-bottom.html. Call
1-877-841-5509 for a no cost screening
or referral.
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Community
Advocate Shares
Personal Story
submitted by Gloria Garrett

M

ary Bondurant, realtor and
Sanibel City Council candidate,
presented Making Good Decisions
Today at the Sanibel Captiva Business
Women’s Association February luncheon
meeting, engaging both in-person and
Zoom participants in a lively discussion.
Bondurant shared her experiences of
over 25 years of community involvement
on the islands and 15 years building
a real estate business. “The decisions
we make today on Sanibel will heavily
influence the future,” said Bondurant.
“We need to plan the future based on
facts taken in the context of wisdom from
the past.”
The Bondurant family discovered
the islands on vacation and decided to
stay after one week. “It was love at first
sight with the first view of Sanibel from
the causeway,” said Bondurant. “It has
been a great pleasure over the years
introducing newcomers to the islands
through real estate and serving with many
groups to build a strong community.”
Bondurant shared family photos
illustrating the experiences in her life that
drove her towards being a self-starter,
creative problem solver, entrepreneur
and eventually, brought her to raise a
family on Sanibel. She started life in an

From left: Mary Bondurant, speaker and
founding board member; Taylor Osborne,
president; and Colleen Zurcher-McGauran,
secretary photo provided

orphanage in Ireland. Adopted at the age
of 3, Bondurant bravely flew alone to
meet her new American family in New
York City. She became a citizen and soon
was old enough to help in the family
business, running a resort in the Poconos.
Bondurant joined the United States Air
Force and met pilot Fred Bondurant, her
future husband. Today, Mary, Fred and
son John are island business partners,
working with Kingfisher Real Estate.
On Sanibel, Bondurant has been
involved in community activities from the

beginning. She has assumed leadership
responsibilities in the Independence
Day and Thanksgiving celebrations for
decades. She founded Let’s Pink Out in
2013 to raise funds supporting uninsured
women’s mammograms. In 2020, she
was a founding board member of the
Sanibel Captiva Business Women’s
Association.
Bondurant has also served on the
Sanibel & Captiva Islands Chamber of
Commerce board, rising to chair in 201920, is a volunteer and director at the
Sanibel Historical Museum and Village,
and served for many years in leadership
roles in the local American Business
Women’s Association chapter. Bondurant
received the 2021 Business Person of the
Year Vocational Service Award from the
Sanibel-Captiva Rotary Club.
“Mary is an outspoken advocate of
clean water, small business viability and
public health,” said Taylor Osborne,
president of the Sanibel Captiva Business
Women’s Association and co-founder
of Iris Print & Designs. “She calls for
understanding the facts and the history as
we plan what’s best for Sanibel.”
The Sanibel Captiva Business
Women’s Association welcomes the
community to its monthly hybrid meetings
showcasing the Women in Leadership
Speaker Series. The next meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, March 16 from
noon to 1 p.m. Cost is $30 for lunch
with the speaker at Sundial Beach Resort
& Spa. A donation to the continuing
education scholarship fund is requested to
attend via Zoom. Register on Eventbrite
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at https://sancapbwa.eventbrite.com.
Updates are posted at Facebook.com/
SanCapBWA.

Final Contract
Awarded For
Reservoir Project

T

he South Florida Water
Management District (SFWMD)
Governing Board awarded the final
contract needed to build the Stormwater
Treatment Area (STA) component of
the EAA Reservoir Project. The EAA
Reservoir Project reduces harmful
discharges to the northern estuaries
and moves clean water south to the
Everglades.
The $175 million contract to create
the natural wetland includes two pump
stations, inflow and outflow canals,
levees, culverts and earthwork.
Gov. Ron DeSantis made expediting
the completion of the EAA Reservoir
Project a key priority with one of his first
executive orders, Achieving More Now
For Florida’s Environment (19-12).
The EAA Reservoir Project is a joint
Everglades restoration project between
SFWMD and the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. The 6,500-acre STA, which
is being built by SFWMD, will clean
the water to meet state water quality
standards before it is sent south. It is
expected to be completed by 2023. The
10,500-acre reservoir, which is being built
continued on page 18B

Headed North for the Summer?

Your Journey Begins Here with The Elite Snowbird Package!

Door-to-Door Service • We can do this in reverse this fall!
• Limo from Florida home
to airport
• Citation VII flight
• Closest airport to your
summer home
• Non-Stop Luxury
• 2 1/2 hour nonstop flight*
• Up to 8 passengers

• Pets are most welcome
(after all they are part of
the family)
• Premium beverage with
champagne
• Limo from your Northern
airport to summer home

Air Ambulance

800-MED-JETS (633-5387)
239-262-5387 • www.MedJets.com

Aircraft Charter

800-AIR-TREK (247-8735)
239-262-8735 • www.AirTrek.aero

$16,899* in Citation VII ($12,799* in Citation I**) *Price and flight time based on one way flight from Punta Gorda airport to Northern Ohio. Price will vary from any SW Florida airport to your home town,
call 800-247-8735 for a free personal Quote. **Citation I up to 4 passengers-Flight time 3 hrs. 15 min. Arrangements to transport your vehicle home can also be made.
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Thanks to our valued customers
and talented team of professionals,
we are proud to announce

$7.1 Billion

in Total Company Sales Volume for 2020

GULF HARBOUR YACHT AND COUNTRY CLUB

SANIBEL

11371 Compass Point Drive
Russ Crutchfield
239.560.2742
$1,800,000

CAPTIVA

SANIBEL
1761 Venus Drive
Burns Family
$2,095,000

11541 Paige Court
Stephanie Bissett
$4,000,000

239.464.2984

SANIBEL

6111 Sanibel Captiva Road
Burns Family
239.464.2984
$18,395,000

239.292.3707

CAPTIVA

SANIBEL

11549 Wightman Lane
Burns Family
239.464.2984
$3,395,000

2964 Wulfert Road
239.464.2984
Burns Family
$2,998,000

CAPTIVA

CAPTIVA

SOUTH SEAS ISLAND RESORT

16813 Captiva Drive
Burns Family
239.464.2984
$2,250,000

11544 Wightman Lane
Burns Family
239.464.2984
$2,250,000

1662 Lands End Village #1662
Stephanie Bissett
239.292.3707
$1,990,000

CAPTIVA

CAPTIVA

LOGGERHEAD CAY

SANIBEL

GULF BEACH

14865 Captiva Drive
Burns Family
239.464.2984
$1,699,000

14865 Mango Court
Burns Family
239.464.2984
$1,195,000

979 East Gulf Drive #523
Burns Family
239.464.2984
$945,000

1560 Royal Poinciana Drive
Burns Family
239.464.2984
$899,000

527 East Gulf Drive #107
Burns Family
239.464.2984
$879,000

950 Victoria Way
Burns Family
$2,300,000

239.464.2984

CAPTIVA
15155 Wiles Drive
Burns Family
$1,975,000

239.464.2984

SANIBEL

SANIBEL

PUNTA RASSA

SANIBEL

PALMLEE PARK

4397 Gulf Pines Drive
Burns Family
239.464.2984
$725,000

2985 Island Inn Road
Burns Family
239.464.2984
$649,500

15031 Punta Rassa Road #601
Burns Family
239.464.2984
$575,000

3324 Saint Kilda Road
Burns Family
239.464.2984
$449,000

3727 Arlington Street
Burns Family
239.464.2984
$225,000

Visit or call us for a private consultation

ListWithUsToday.com | 877.539.9865

SANIBEL | 239.472.2735

CAPTIVA | 239.395.5847

Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission. Each office is independently owned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity.
Property information herein is derived from various sources including, but not limited to, county records and multiple listing services, and may include approximations. All information is deemed accurate.
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1. MAGAZINE READY HOME IN THE SANCTUARY - SANIBEL

2

• 5 BR/ 5.1 BA property situated on the bay & intercoastal waterway and
framed in by the Sanctuary’s signature 4th hole.
• Boasting 11,000sqft, the interior finishes include luxurious accent wall of
glass, walk-in wine cellar, marble inspired Cambria counters, statement
light fixtures & over a million dollars in updates.
• $2,998,000 EURO 2,658,932

2. NEAR BEACH HOME OFF WEST GULF DRIVE - SANIBEL

• Fully furnished 3 BR/ 2 BA home (Currently configured as a 2 BR)
• Recently remodeled with coastal finishes, impact resistant windows
• $649,500 EURO 547,486

3. BLIND PASS CONDO - SANIBEL

1

3

• 2 BR/2 BA bright ground floor condo in community just steps to world
famous Bowman’s Beach
• Community offers: large heated pool, BBQ grills, tennis, on-site office, and more!
• $485,000 EURO 396,021

4. REMODELED IN VICTORIA COVE - EAST END / SANIBEL
• 4 BR +den/ 4 bath home on Sanibel’s East end, steps to the beach with
private boat dock & 16k lift.
• Gorgeously remodeled, large porches, private pool & spa, top floor master
with sundeck and Gulf views

5

• $2,300,000 EURO 1,936,499

5. GULF PINES WITH LAKE VIEWS
• 3 BR/ 3 BA home close to the beach path on Sanibel’s west end
• Community amenities include pool and tennis courts
• $725,000 EURO 624,266
6. DIRECT ACCESS CANAL HOME WITH PRIVATE DOCK - SANIBEL
• 3BR/ 2 BA ground level home on corner lot in Water Shadows community

4

• Remodeled home with garage and private pool overlooking the canal
• $899,000 EURO 734,303

6

7. GULF VIEWS AT LOGGERHEAD CAY - SANIBEL

8

• Enjoy your 2 BR/2 BA condo with vaulted ceilings, situated 1 back from the
Gulf with incredible views from the corner lanai
• Pet friendly community offers large pool, tennis, shuffleboard, and weekly
rentals – great for families & investors.
• $945,000 Euro 777,541

8. 4 BEDROOM HOME ON INTERSECTING CANAL - SANIBEL

• 4 BR/3 BA home with boat dock, lift, and private pool
• Large kitchen, private elevator, multiple lanai’s including rooftop deck with
Bay views
• $2,095,000 EURO 1,708,046

9. CAPTIVA VILLAGE HOME W/ GULF VIEWS

7

9

• 4 BR home w/ pool located just 1 property from the beach on Wightman Lane
• Rental company estimates $180k annually. New septic, roof, generator, &
offered furnished
• $2,250,000 EURO 1,864,852

10. MANDALAY - SANIBEL
• A private beachfront estate like
no other. Offering 5 bedrooms, 4.3
bathrooms, this estate is spread out
over 300ft of private beach frontage
adjacent to preserve land. Designer
finishes, extraordinary views, resort
style pool & spa, his & hers master
bathrooms, and designed to be as
sturdy as it is striking.
• $18,395,000

EURO 15,170,264

10
L i ve Sa n i b e l .c o m | 2 3 9.8 5 1 . 2 69 6
L i ve C a p t i va .c o m | 2 3 9.4 6 4. 2 9 8 4

Your Local Experts
with a Global Reach.

Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission. Each office is independently owned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity.
Property information herein is derived from various sources including, but not limited to, county records and multiple listing services, and may include approximations. All information is deemed accurate.

17B

ISLAND SUN - FEBRUARY 26, 2021

Frankly Speaking
by Howard Prager

S

pring is coming
(for those
of us in the
north that means
temperatures above
freezing – for you
transplants you
made the right
choice this winter).
There’s not a lot
to report. NBA is
moving towards the All Star game with
a good number of players and teams still
missing games. The NHL doesn’t appear
to have as many cancellations. In tennis,
players for the Australian Open had to
quarantine for two weeks upon arriving
down under. The finals were somewhat
predictable with Novak Dojkovik, the
number 1 seed, winning his 18th Grand
Slam of his career, putting him two wins
behind Fedderer and Nadal. On the
women’s side, Naomi Osaka showed her
brilliance by winning in two straight sets
over Jennifer Brady, who was making her
first Grand Slam appearance. Osaka earlier
beat Serena Williams in the semi-finals.
This is Osaka’s second majors title in a
row after winning the U.S. Open last year.
Said The Guardian, “Osaka has already
established an all-time great hard-court
grand slam resume but now her focus
turns to increased consistency and the

Safety Protocols
For JetBlue Park

T

he Red Sox have set safety
protocols for fans attending Spring
Training exhibition games at
JetBlue Park in Fort Myers.
All fans will be issued a digital ticket
through MLB’s Ballpark App, and
parking pass sales will be available
online. Entry to JetBlue Park will include
contactless ticket scanning. All bags are
prohibited, with limited exceptions to
accommodate medical needs and diaper
bags. Metal detector settings will allow
fans to keep common items like cell
phones and key rings on during entry.
Contactless payment options will be
available at all concession stands and

Memorial Fishing
Tournament For
Military Veterans

M

onday, March 1 marks the start
of a month-long memorial fishing
tournament honoring Stanley
Moore, a World War II veteran and
recently deceased father of local resident
Pete Squibb. Tournament participants
include 20 to 25 local wounded and
disabled military veterans, most of whom
saw battle in Afghanistan and Iraq.
Larry Kendzior, executive director
of sponsoring organization Fish With a
Hero, said, “It’s about wounded heroes
honoring a member of our greatest
generation that makes this tournament

other surfaces. At 39, Serena’s level of
play is still wonderful but in order to win
again she will have to relearn how to rise
for the biggest matches when it counts.”
But on the fans side, disgusting behavior.
Tennis Australia Chair Jayne Hrdlicka
was booed by the crowd at the awards
ceremony for saying, “It’s been a time of
deep loss and extraordinary sacrifice for
everyone. With vaccinations on the way,
rolling out in many countries around the
world it’s now a time for optimism and
hope for the future.” Australian tennis fans
have been condemned around the world,
and it overshadowed Novak Djokovic’s
record-extending ninth Australian Open
triumph on Sunday night.
On a lighter note, Tom Brady tweeted
what he should do with his five months
off before training camp to his 1.7 million
followers. You can only imagine the vast
amount of replies he received for that!
Several fans tweeted to teach his kids
football. Another suggested that “Brady
should not veer away too much from the
game, all while giving his 43-year-old
body a good rest. One way to achieve
this is by playing Madden on PlayStation
5.” Another fan suggested that “Brady
should use his platform to encourage all
Americans to get vaccinated, which is
not just for health and safety concerns.
According to the fan, once people get
immune to the virus, then the league can
allow them to watch football games, most
especially Brady’s quest for his eighth
ring.” I love that CBS Sports tweeted
merchandise points of sale. No food and
beverage sales will be conducted in the
seating bowl.
Face coverings are required for both
staff and guests ages 2 and older, with
limited exceptions for those actively
eating or drinking in their ticketed
seats. JetBlue Park will operate at
approximately 24 percent of its normal
capacity. Buffer zones will be created
around the dugouts and bullpens
to eliminate access to player areas.
Autographs will not be permitted. Medical
teams will be on site and an isolation area
will be available for fans experiencing
potential COVID-19 symptoms.
Sanitizing stations are located at all
entrances, throughout the concourses,
and in all restrooms. All interior areas of
the ballpark will be disinfected nightly.
such a great event.”
The tournament is catch and release,
fly fishing only. Cash prizes will be
awarded to the largest fish in each of four
categories: snook, redfish, spotted sea
trout and bluegill (which was Midwesterner
Moore’s favorite fish). Additional bonuses
will be paid if the winning fish are caught
on a fly and a fly rod made by the
participant. Many local professional guides
and captains will be helping the veteran
participants, and recognition awards will be
given to winning guides and captains.
Any wounded or disabled veteran is
eligible to participate in the program
upon registration with Fish With a Hero
and Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing.
Interested veterans or volunteer guides may
call Larry Kendzior at 305-942-9678.
To make a donation to help fund
tournament prizes or to view tournament

that Brady should “get his golf clubs and
practice his swing.” They must be thinking
if he ever retires from football, he could
take a crack at the PGA circuit, although
that may be on the senior circuit at the
rate he’s going because it won’t be until
he’s in his 50s!
And how does it feel to have pitchers
and catchers back? You can tell this season
is going to be more normal, because teams
are back to paying crazy amounts for free
agents, as well as signing their own talent
to extensions, such as Fernando Tatis,
Jr. agreeing to a 14-year, $340 million
dollar contract with the Padres, positioning
themselves for many years ahead.
The good news story of the week is
about the most grueling sailing race on
the planet and one I just learned about,
the Vendee Globe yacht race, where
solo sailors race around the world. On
the women’s side, a new world record.
“Clarisse Crémer smashed the women’s
record for the Vendée Globe sailing race
on Wednesday when she arrived just over
seven days ahead of the previous mark.
The 31-year-old Frenchwoman’s Banque
Populaire X crossed the finishing line at
Les Sables-d’Olonne in western France in
12th position after 87 days, two hours,
24 minutes, 25 seconds of solo sailing.”
A record six women competed in the
33-field.
The men’s winner was Yannick

Bestaven, despite finishing behind Charlie
Dalin and Louis Burton. This to me is
the most compassionate event in sports.
“Bestaven was declared the winner of the
ninth Vendée Globe race after nearly three
months due to an 10-hour, 15-minute
bonus for his part in rescuing fellow sailor
Kevin Escoffier off the Cape of Good
Hope in December.” What’s more, the
competitor who actually finished in front
of him totally understood. “It’s normal that
those who were involved in the rescue
get bonuses,” said Dalin. “There’s no
controversy, it’s part of sailing, part of the
solidarity between sailors. It’s not going
to be a big deal.” On the presentation
podium, Bestaven turned to Dalin and
said: “There are two winners of this race.”
Dalin replied magnanimously: “The day is
yours to enjoy.”
I think a sport that gives bonuses for
helping competitors in trouble is a beautiful
sight. And I cannot imagine the incredible
ability and stamina needed to compete in
this race.
Enjoy the week ahead as the first spring
training games begin Sunday, as locally the
Twins and Red Sox square off.
Howard Prager is the son-in-law of
longtime columnist Ed Frank. Prager
is a sports enthusiast from the Chicago
area who also writes and blogs about
leadership. Email comments to press@
islandsunnews.com.

SPORTS QUIZ
1. Who was the trainer of Triple Crown-winning racehorses Gallant Fox (1930) and
Omaha (1935)?
2. It’s tradition for Notre Dame Fighting Irish football players to touch a sign posted
in Notre Dame Stadium before taking the field. What does the sign read?
3. What former NFL defensive lineman played the role of Sloth in the 1985
adventure comedy film The Goonies?
4. What American female distance runner won the Boston Marathon in 1979 and
‘83, and won the gold medal in the marathon at the 1984 Los Angeles Summer
Olympics?
5. What cross-country skiing distance race, first held in 1973, is traditionally run
every February in northern Wisconsin?
6. What Boston Celtics player suffered a season-ending knee injury attempting a
dunk after the whistle in the final minutes of a 97-84 loss to the Indiana Pacers in
2007?
7. What NHL defenseman, who played with the Montreal Canadiens and Colorado
Avalanche from 1990-2009, raced in the NASCAR Canadian Tire Series from
2009-15?

ANSWERS
1. James “Sunny Jim” Fitzsimmons. 2. “Play like a champion today.” 3. John Matuszak. 4. Joan
Benoit. 5. The American Birkebeiner. 6. Tony Allen. 7. Patrice Brisebois.
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rules, visit https://www.fishwithahero.
com/2021-memorial-tournament.
Fish With a Hero, started in 2014 by
local Fort Myers resident Larry Kendzior
and others, provides world-class fishing
and outdoor experiences and sponsors
programs designed to assist participants in
dealing with the effects of PTSD, traumatic
brain injury, and other disabilities and
wounds of war.
Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing
(PHWFF), founded in 2005, is a
community-based, nonprofit 501(c)3
volunteer organization dedicated to the
physical and psychological rehabilitation
of injured active-duty military personnel
and veterans with disabilities. This is
accomplished through the therapeutic
and rehabilitative benefits of fly fishing,
patience and relationship-building.
Participants include: active duty military,

disabled veterans, Guard and Reserve
personnel with VA disability ratings.
Whether wounded in combat, injured in
vehicle or training accidents, or suffering
debilitating illness, PHWFF serves all
disabled veterans. Because of this, PHWFF
is in a position to lead the way in helping
today’s young disabled veterans throughout
their lifetime.
From page 15B

Reservoir Project
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, will
hold 240,000 acre-feet of water.
The district continues to advance
all components of the Comprehensive
Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP)
all around South Florida to restore the
Greater Everglades Ecosystem.
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Health First

Combating
Loneliness And
Social Isolation
by Julie
Rosenberg, MD

D

uring the
COVID-19
pandemic, the
physical distancing
and stay-at-home
policies implemented
to control the spread
of the virus have
led us to a deeper
appreciation of the
psychosocial consequences of loneliness
and social isolation. Older adults and
those with pre-existing mental health
problems are more vulnerable to loneliness
and social isolation, especially if they are
dependent on family members or support
from community services.
The terms “isolation” and “loneliness”
are not interchangeable. Isolation is a
separation from other people and is
defined by the level and frequency of
one’s social interactions. Loneliness is the
subjective feeling of being alone, which
can be experienced regardless of setting
or circumstances. Loneliness, especially
among older adults, was a growing
concern in the pre-COVID-19 world,
although the true prevalence of loneliness
was unknown. Lonely people have higher
rates of high blood pressure, heart disease,
anxiety, depression, cognitive decline,
and even death. Loneliness is associated
with both suicide attempts and completed
suicide among older adults. In addition,
loneliness is associated with a 26 to
31 percent increased risk for all-cause
early mortality. Therefore, we must find
strategies to mitigate and prevent these
conditions.
Here are seven actionable tips for those
combating loneliness:
Maintain social connections with

technology – Technology has changed
the way people interact with each other.
Social media platforms such as Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram enable people to
stay connected in a variety of ways. Video
chats are a great way to stay connected.
If video technology is difficult for you to
utilize, set up some phone calls throughout
each week.
Move your body – Daily movement
improves physical, emotional and mental
health, including decreasing loneliness and
improving mood. Movement can include
any physical activities that you enjoy –
walking, biking, hiking, swimming, or more
gentle movements like tai chi or gentle
yoga. Even taking short walks around your
home or yard can help to improve your
sense of wellbeing.
Spend time outdoors – For many
people, spending time in nature is
accompanied by feelings of serenity, peace
and calm. In fact, studies have shown that
it takes only five minutes to experience the
relaxing effects of nature. Being outdoors
can also help to improve creativity. If
weather or health conditions preclude you
from being outdoors, get some plants,
herbs or flowers to enhance your home
environment.
Relax – Spend at least a few minutes
each day doing breathing exercises, light
stretching, yoga or meditation. These
activities help to calm your body and
mind. Try this exercise: Slowly count your
breaths from one to 10. For each cycle of
breath, take a deep breath in through your
nose, hold briefly and then let it out though
your mouth via pursed lips. Each cycle of
breath is one count. Counting your breaths
from one to 10 will help to quiet your
mind by focusing your attention on the
simple activity of breathing.
Start a gratitude journal – Writing down
things that you are grateful for is often a
powerful antidote to loneliness and can
help you to foster a more open mindset
and positive outlook on life.
Practice self-compassion – Don’t blame
yourself if you feel lonely. Instead, limit
hurtful self-talk. Try talking to yourself in
a way that is supportive, kind and caring.

R . DY LA N MUR PH Y, D.O.
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1699 PERIWINKLE WAY SANIBEL, FL.
BANK OF THE ISL ANDS BUILDING

Practicing self-compassion deepens your
emotional resilience and can help you to
manage feelings of loneliness.
Give back – Consider volunteering
to help ensure that the basic needs of
individuals in your community are met.
This includes ensuring food, supplies and
medication availability, especially for older
adults who live alone. Contributing to your
community in a way that feels good can be
an excellent antidote for loneliness.
In summary, loneliness can be
a powerful emotion to overcome.
Pre-existing public health problems of
loneliness and social isolation will continue
well beyond the COVID-19 pandemic.
On an individual level, practicing

self-compassion and being proactive about
trying to overcome loneliness can help
to lift your spirits and start you on a path
to healing and feeling more connected.
On a societal level, we need to increase
humankind’s awareness of the epidemic
of loneliness and explore effective and
sustainable solutions to combat this public
health crisis.
Julie Rosenberg, MD, is a global
healthcare leader, medical consultant
and the author of two books, Beyond
the Mat and Be True. For more
information, visit her website at www.
drjulierosenberg.com. For consulting
and speaking requests, email inquiries to
info@drjulierosenberg.com.

Real Estate Firm Makes Donation

From left, Julia Cacioppo, Phaidra McDermott, Mary Bondurant and Lisa Lauther 

photo provided

K

ingfisher Real Estate, Inc. recently
donated $1,250 to Clinic for the
Rehabilitation of Wildlife (CROW)
on Sanibel to further assist with the
nonprofit’s efforts to protect wildlife
through state-of-the-art veterinary care,

research, education and conservation
medicine.
For more information about CROW,
visit www.crowclinic.org. If you find an
animal in need of help, call the wildlife
clinic at 472-3644.

Chair Elected For
Airport Advisory
Committee

Goodrich, Randy Krise and Robbie
Roepstorff. The committee also includes
two regional members, R. Scott Cameron
and Dana Carr, who represent the interests
of neighboring Collier and Charlotte
counties.
The committee advises the board
of port commissioners on policy
matters pertaining to Southwest Florida
International Airport and Page Field in Fort
Myers. Each port commissioner appoints
one ASMC member, who serves without
compensation.

T

he Lee County Port Authority
Airports Special Management
Committee (ASMC) elected Noel
Andress as chair and Fran Myers as vice
chair during its February 16 meeting.
Other members of the Airports Special
Management Committee include John

Thomas R. Louwers, MST
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Two Aces At Sanibel Island Golf Club
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De-ionized Water Leaves your

Windows Spotless

Marie and Frank Knuettel
Jack Stahl

S

photos provided

anibel Island Golf Club’s 6th hole
offered up a pair of aces last week.
First up was Jack Stahl, who aced
the 6th hole playing with Scott Townsley.
Life Insurance

Life Insurance
As An Investment
J. Brendan Ryan,
CLU, ChFC, MSFS

S

ome people
say that they
can do better
saving their money
in a savings account
rather than in cash
value (CV) life
insurance. These
people say that
they will not buy
such insurance because “it is not a good
investment.”
I agree with their analysis, but not with
their conclusion. Read on.
First, we should be clear on some
terms. Saving and investing are not the
same thing.
Saving refers to setting some money
aside, presumably for a short-term
purpose, to be used for a short-term need,
such as buying a car or getting together a
down payment for a home purchase. Or
the goal could be a somewhat longer need,
such as accumulating an emergency fund
for whatever may come up.
Investing usually refers to the
accumulation of money for a long-term
goal, such as a college fund or retirement.
When you are saving for a short-term
goal, you need to protect the money from
loss because you may need to use that
money soon without being able to wait out
a temporary setback in its value. When you
are investing for the longer term, however,
it is considered safe to expose the fund to
some risk because the money will not be
needed for a period of time and, thus, one
can wait out a temporary setback on value.
So, the logical choice of a saving
vehicle is a savings account, certificate
of deposit, or perhaps a money-market
fund. The vehicle for an investment could
be, depending on one’s risk tolerance,

This is Stahl’s seventh hole in one.
Three days later, Marie Knuettel made
her first hole in one. She was playing
with her husband, Frank, and Chuck and
Keith Dubois.
real estate or the stock market. Such
instruments have greater risk of loss but
are usually safe for the long haul, and are
chosen for their opportunity for better
growth.
But when one buys life insurance, the
goal is neither saving nor investing. Rather,
life insurance should be considered an
expense that one chooses to make in order
to transfer one’s risk of dying, transferring
the risk from a family or a business to an
insurance company.
The purchase of CV life insurance
compared to term insurance should not
be evaluated on its saving efficiency, that
is, on its ability to accumulate funds during
one’s lifetime. The only considerations
should be the most economical way to
provide the needed death protection for
the desired period and the likelihood that
it can be afforded for the entire period.
If the need is short-term, say five or 10
years, term insurance will usually be best.
For an intermediate period, term may still
be better. But, because CV insurance builds
up cash, which is available when canceling
the policy, thus reducing the overall net
cost, that may be the better choice. But,
since the premium for term insurance
increases down the road to unaffordable
levels, CV insurance is always better for
the longer haul.
And in this decision-making process,
it is important to bear in mind that the
need for insurance typically never goes
away, but rather just changes. People
wind up wanting to keep their coverage
for the future benefit of a spouse, an adult
dependent offspring, a needy grandchild,
or a charitable cause. Some just want to
use life insurance in later years to increase
the financial legacy that they leave behind.
But, despite these aspirations, those
with term insurance are forced by
increasing premiums to discontinue their
policies while the level premium of CV
coverage allows them to keep the policy
until death. It can last until it is needed.
J. Brendan Ryan is a Cincinnati
insurance agent. He can be reached at
jbryanclu@aol.com.
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Beautifulife:

Tears
by Kay Casperson

I

was recently
reminded of how
essential it is
for us to cry now
and then. A dear
friend of mine had
been dealing with
personal things and,
unfortunately, kept
things inside for
quite some time.
Instead of talking them out with friends
or family, she instead held her emotions
together herself. She thought she could
handle it all independently.
One of the things I used to teach
individuals when I did some public
speaking years ago was to ask for help
when you know you can’t do it all on
your own. This is a crucial lesson for
us because so often, we think we are
invincible. No matter how strong we are
as individuals, we all need help to manage
certain things.
Expressing our emotions through
tears and crying is extremely important
to let things out and clear our minds.
Tears don’t necessarily mean that you are
sad or hurt. Tears can also come from
being happy, proud, relieved, caring and
connected. It actually shows a side of
sensitivity that is essential in having your
best and most beautiful life.
When I was a young girl, I remember
that I never wanted anyone to see me

cry. I was the person that always lent a
listening ear, a shoulder to cry on and
tried to inspire people, even back then.
So, I would find a place where no one
could see me, and I would shed some
tears to clear my mind and unload some
emotions. I also recall how relieved I felt
when I did. I regained my strength and
stamina to keep being that person that
people would lean on.
There are health benefits to shedding
tears that might surprise you.
Tears may help to flush stress
hormones and other toxins from your
body.
Tears may help to give you a calming
and soothing sense of relief.
Tears can release endorphins which
are feel-good chemicals that may ease
both emotional and physical pain.
Tears can restore emotional balance
and lift your spirits.
So, grab a tissue and find a quiet place
somewhere, whether in your home, car,
porch, beach, woods or backyard. Shed
some tears to clear your head, lift your
spirits and soothe your soul.
My affirmation for you this week is:
“I will allow myself the time and a
place to cry now and then to stay healthy
in my mind, body and spirit.”
Kay Casperson is a beauty and
lifestyle expert, founder and CEO
of Beautifulife by Kay Casperson.
She owns resort spas on Sanibel and
Captiva islands and manufactures
beauty and lifestyle products sold
across the country. To stay inspired,
visit www.kaycasperson.com or follow
on social media @kaycasperson.

CARING MEDICAL FLORIDA
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How To Treat
Post-Vaccination
Symptoms
by Suzy
Cohen, RPh

D

ear
Readers:
Millions
of people around
the world are
opting for the
COVID-19 vaccine,
and pharmacists
are the front line
health professionals
that see people coming in and asking
for help. So, today, I’d like to offer tips
and remedies in regards to this. I’d like
to make one thing clear, this article
is not a statement about whether you
should receive the vaccine, or not. That
is entirely up to you. Speak to your
practitioner about what is right for you.
My article is intended to help those of
you who do opt to get it and then suffer
with post-vaccination discomfort.
Here’s what you can do to help
yourself:
Make sure they inject it properly –
You’ve probably seen people on TV
getting vaccinated, but if the skin is
pinched as the needle is injected, it
could cause the vaccine to get placed
into the fatty tissue right underneath
your skin, instead of the muscle where
it’s supposed to be. In other words, they
don’t need to be pinching your deltoid
muscle.
Pain at the site of injection – This
is a very common occurrence. If you
have ever received a shot in your arm,
you already know how the surrounding
muscles feels sore for up to a week.
The reaction may be immediate, or
slightly delayed. If it is pinkish-red, you

Scholarship
Applications
Close In March
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Brian Hutcheson, DC
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he deadline to apply for the
Red Sox’s scholarships for the
spring of 2021 is approaching.
Applications are due by Friday, March
12.
The Red Sox Foundation will award a
$5,000 scholarship to 14 academically
talented Lee County public high school
seniors who have demonstrated a
commitment to community service. One
student from each of the 14 public high
schools in Lee County will be awarded.
Applications are available to local
Lee County public high school seniors
online at www.redsoxfoundation.org/
leecountyscholarship.
Scholarship funds are raised annually
from proceeds of the Red Sox annual
Swings for the Sox Golf Tournament.
“The Red Sox Foundation continues
its commitment to providing the funds
for these scholarships,” said Brennan

can apply some hydrocortisone to the
area to help reduce that. Some experts
suggest an antihistamine if the redness
and heat is too much, in which case,
something like Benadryl or Claritin.
You may take over-the-counter (OTC)
analgesics such as acetaminophen
(Tylenol) or ibuprofen (Advil) if you need
to. There are some subtle differences
between those two medications that
you should be aware of. Please be
sure to read the precautions for each
medication to know which is right
for you. These medications are useful
to relieve minor aches and pains.
Currently, it is advised not to take them
in advance of the shot, as doing so may
impact your immune system response to
the vaccine.
Swelling at the site of injection – The
fastest remedy for this is to put a cold
pack on your arm for about five to 10
minutes. You can repeat the application
every few hours. Another trick is to
try a warm compress (soak a towel in
very warm water, and wring it out).
You could even alternate with an ice
pack and then a warm compress. OTC
analgesics like those listed above could
be handy for this problem as well.
Pain and aches or fever – In most
cases, mild discomfort in the body, or
fever, is quite normal. You may take
OTC analgesics such as acetaminophen
or ibuprofen to reduce the aches/pain
and fever. If it’s mild, give yourself a
sponge bath with lukewarm water and
epsom salts. Get into bed with lighter
pajamas and drink plenty of cool water.
Sensitivity to the first shot – If you
have a severe reaction to the first shot,
then you need to contact your physician
for more instructions, and naturally
cancel your second shot if scheduled.
This information is not intended to
treat, cure or diagnose your condition.
Suzy Cohen is the author of The 24Hour Pharmacist and is a registered
pharmacist. To contact her, visit www.
SuzyCohen.com.
Whitley, senior manager Florida
business operations for the Boston Red
Sox. “Despite COVID, we were really
pleased that our ninth annual Swings for
the Sox golf tournament was once again
a huge success in our efforts to raise
more money for these scholarships.”
The Red Sox Foundation is a 501(c)3
nonprofit organization and the official
team charity of the Boston Red Sox.
The foundation’s primary focus locally
is in serving the health, education,
recreation and social service needs of
youth and families across Southwest
Florida. The Red Sox Foundation is
one of the most successful nonprofit
organizations in all of Major League
Baseball.
For more information, visit www.
redsoxfoundation.org.

Read us online at
www.IslandSunNews.com
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Doctor and Dietician

Health Benefits
Of Tea Drinking

by Ross Hauser, MD
and Marion Hauser, MS, RD

T

ea has long been associated with
good health. In Eastern cultures,
tea held the key to good health.
Current research now supports this.
More specifically, studies from various
universities such as Purdue, University
of Wisconsin and Harvard have revealed
a variety of health benefits from drinking
tea.
Why is tea so good? It helps improve
immune function, cognitive function,
has been associated with decreased risk
of cardiovascular issues, less fatigue,
lower blood pressure, slowing the aging
process, reducing stress, improved
digestion, helping with sleep and may
even aid with weight stabilization.
Green tea, black tea, white tea and
oolong tea are considered by purists
to be the only “real” teas. They are all
derived from Camellia sinensis plants,
shrubs native to China and India. They
contain unique antioxidants, flavonoids,
that help fight free radicals and assist
with the above-mentioned health
benefits.
Interestingly, green tea has a high
concentration of EGCG (antioxidant)
that has been widely studied. These
antioxidants have been associated with
reducing cancer growth and helping to
burn fat and improve neurological and
cardiovascular disorders.
Oolong tea has been shown in
animal studies to help lower LDL
cholesterol. Recent articles have
associated it with weight loss and fat
burning, but more studies need to be
done.

We also found it interesting that black
tea, which contains the highest amount
of caffeine, may show protective
properties on lungs exposed to cigarette
smoke, and may also help reduce stroke
risk.
So you may be thinking, hum, how
could I start drinking more tea? Well,
first of all, we are not talking about
Lipton’s iced tea, sweet tea, or Arnold
Palmer tea! You want to be purchasing
organic, high-quality tea that is either
loose or packed in unbleached tea bags.
Quality tea is grown on good land, and
processed with skill and care and not
with a lot of added chemicals. Just like
coffee or wine, you can spend loads of
money on specialty teas.
We found a great source for tea
at www.republicoftea.com. Their
motto is “Sip by sip rather than gulp
by gulp.” Their mission is to canvass
the most prized tea gardens in the
world and find the worthiest of leaves
for their customers. There are many
other wonderful tea merchants out
there. When we lived in Illinois, we
purchased tea from Todd and Holland
Tea Merchants – www.todd-holland.
com. The owner, Bill Todd, has made
many journeys to China, Taiwan, Tibet
and Japan. They are enthusiastic and
passionate about fine teas and love to
help their customers learn to appreciate
the excitement and love of tea.
So take a little breather from coffee
and add some tea to your life. It may
extend it even longer too!
This information is not intended to
treat, cure or diagnose your condition.
Ross Hauser, MD, and Marion Hauser,
MS, RD, established Caring Medical
in 1991. Caring Medical Florida and
the Hauser Neck Center are located
in Fort Myers. They can be reached at
info@caringmedical.com.

Chronic Disease
Virtual Program

L

ee Health’s Lee Health Solutions,
in partnership with many
local community agencies and
supported in part initially by a grant
from the Southwest Florida Community
Foundation, is offering a research-based
Chronic Disease Self-Management
virtual program on Tuesdays beginning

March 16 from 1 to 3 p.m. and
Wednesdays beginning March 17 from
1 to 3 p.m.
It’s All About You, originally
developed at Stanford University
Patient Education Research Center,
is a program designed for people
age 18 years or older with chronic
health conditions to help them learn
ways to better manage their chronic
conditions and the symptoms that often
accompany chronic health conditions.
The free virtual workshop is two
hours once a week for six weeks. To
register, call 343-9264.

Got A Problem?
Dr. Connie Is In
by Constance
Clancy

Q: My husband
left me for another
woman. We were
married 20 years.
I am devastated
and ridden with
negative self-talk
feeling that there is
something wrong
with me. Where

can I turn next?
A: What you have experienced is
extremely painful, and you are grief
stricken. I am sorry you have to go
through this pain.
Life is challenging enough and now
you have an additional burden. I have

Becoming a Florida
Resident is Easy!

Escaping Your Former State’s Taxing
Authority is the Hard Part!

Get Your Free Guide
Today!
Learn How States Trap
You Even if You’ve
declared Florida
Residency!!

ﬂoridaestateplanning.com/escape

Craig R. Hersch

Michael B. Hill

& Estates Attorney, CPA

& Estates Attorney

Florida Bar Board Certiﬁed Wills, Trusts Florida Bar Board Certiﬁed Wills, Trusts
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worked with many clients, both male
and female who have experienced
abandonment, betrayal, and it is one
of the worst encounters one can
experience.
First, it is important that you have a
support system. It can be clergy, friends,
family, counseling, or all of the above.
You don’t have to go through it alone.
Next, you want to shift the negative
self-talk by writing positive affirmations.
Even though you may not believe them
initially, the more you write positive
affirmations down, you will begin to
resonate with them. Some examples of
positive statements/affirmations are:
1. I am a lovable person
2. I care about myself
3. I am practicing extreme self-care
4. I deserve love
5. I am a beautiful human being
6. I am surrounded with love
Begin to recognize that you have
many positive attributes and although
you were betrayed, often it’s the
betrayer who is not healthy and has a
void within. It is now your turn to rise
to resilience and get the support you
need to do this. Work on being in the
present, so that you can heal the past
and move forward.
Constance Clancy, EdD, LMHC,
LPC, NCC is a licensed mental health
therapist, hypnotherapist, author and
holistic stress management instructor.
If you have a question, email
Constance at drconstanceclancy@
gmail.com or visit www.
drconstanceclancy.com.

Hayley E. Donaldson
Wills, Trusts & Estates
Attorney, CPA

Main Ofﬁce: Fort Myers | 9100 College Pointe Ct. Fort Myers, FL 33919
Sanibel & Naples by Appointment | 239.322.3831

sheppardlawfirm.com
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Sanibel & Captiva Islands

CALLING CARD 239-395-1213
Emergency.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 911
Sanibel Police,.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-3111
Lee County Sheriff’s Office .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 477-1200
On Call Captiva Deputy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 477-1000
Fire Department, Sanibel .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-5525
Fire Department, Captiva.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-9494
Florida Marine Patrol. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 332-6966
Florida Highway Patrol.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 278-7100
Poison Control. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1-800-282-3171
Chamber of Commerce. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-1080
City Council.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-4135
City Building Department.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-4555
City Manager.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-3700
City Planning & Code Enforcement Department.  .  .  .  .  . 472-4136
City Public Works .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-6397
Library, Sanibel.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-2483
Library, Captiva.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 239-533-4890
Lee County Mosquito Control .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 239-694-2174
Post Office, Sanibel .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-1573
Post Office, Sanibel (toll free) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 800-275-8777
Post Office, Captiva. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-1674
Sanibel Community House. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-2155
Center 4 Life, Senior Center. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-5743
ARTS
Arcade Theater. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 332-4488
Art League Of Fort Myers.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 275-3970
BIG ARTS.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 395-0900
Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 278-4422
Fort Myers Symphonic Mastersingers .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 288-2535
Gulf Coast Symphony. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 277-1700
Herb Strauss Schoolhouse Theater. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-6862
Lee County Alliance for the Arts.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 939-2787
Naples Philharmonic. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 597-1111
Sanibel Music Festival .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 336-7999
Sanibel-Captiva Art League.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . sancapart.org
Southwest Florida Symphony.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 418-0996
Symphonic Chorale of Southwest Florida.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 560-5695
CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS
ABWA. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . http://abwasanibelcaptiva.org
American Legion Post 123.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-9979
Angel Flight SE.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1-877-4AN-ANGEL
Audubon of SWFL.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . https://www.audubonswfl.org/
Audubon Society.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-3744
Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 395-2233
CHR Community Housing & Resources.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-1189
Community Foundation of Sanibel-Captiva.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 274-5900
COTI Committee of the Islands.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . coti@coti.org
CROW, Clinic For The Rehabilitation of Wildlife.  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-3644
Disabled Am Vets #108 (San-Cap Rep Ted Tyson) 211. 984-5920
FISH OF SANCAP Neighbors Helping Neighbors . .  .  .  . 472-4775
FISH OF SANCAP 24-hr service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 472-0404
Horticultural Society of the Islands. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-6940
Horticulture and Tea Society of Sanibel and Captiva . . 472-8334
JN “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-1100
Kiwanis Club.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 677-7299
League of Women Voters .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . sanibelLWV@gmail.com
Lions Club, Jeff MacDonald.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 302-521-1158
Master Gardeners of the Islands.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-6940
Military Officers Assc. of America, Alex MacKenzie.  .  . 395-9232
Newcomers .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-9332
Notre Dame Club of Southwest Florida .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 768-0417
Optimist Club. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-0836
PAWS, Protection of Animal Welfare Society.  .  .  .  . 239-313-6918
Progressive Club of the Islands .  .  .  .  .  .  . pcisancap@gmail.com
Rotary Club .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-7257 or 472-0141
Sanibel Bike Club .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . sanibelbicycleclub.org
Sanibel Beautification Inc.. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 470-2866
Sanibel-Captiva Orchid Society.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-6940
Sanibel-Captiva Power Squadron .  .  .  . www.sancapboating.club
Sanibel-Captiva Republican Caucus.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 395-0819
Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 267-7291
Sanibel Historical Museum & Village .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-4648
Sanibel Island Fishing Club.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-8994
Sanibel Youth Soccer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 395-2040
SCCF Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation. .  .  .  .  .  . 472-2329
SCCF Sea Turtle Hotline. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 978-728-3663
Shell Islands Garden Club .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 246-8875
United Way of Lee County - 24 hour helpline 211.  .  .  .  . 433-2000
Zonta Club.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 728-1971
To be listed in calling card email your information to:
press@islandsunnews.com

To Play
Sudoku:

Complete the
grid so that
every row,
column and
every 3x3 box
contains the
numbers 1
through 9 (the
same number
cannot appear
more than once
in a row, column
or 3x3 box.)
There is no
guessing and no
math involved,
just logic.

Answers on page 31B
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PETS OF THE WEEK

Lee Health
Hospitals Among
America’s Best

A

Maverick and Monte ID# A850693

Ashley ID# A852355



photos provided

Lee County Domestic Animal Services

Ashley And
Monte

H

ello, my name is Ashley. I’m a
7-year-old red female pit bull
mix. I’m an expert cuddler and
can find the squeaker in any toy in 2.5
seconds. I’m told that any family would
be lucky to have me, and that I’m truly
a gem. My adoption fee is $25.
Hi, my name is Monte. I’m a
5-month-old black male domestic

My Stars ★★★★
FOR WEEK OF FEBRUARY 21, 2021

Aries (March 21 to April 19) Time
is on your side in the early part of the
week. But anything left undone by
midweek will need to be put into rush
mode. The weekend offers choices for
you and someone special.
Taurus (April 30 to May 20) Finally
getting credit for a contribution is nice for
all you idea-generating Ferdinands and
Fernandas. But don’t sit on your laurels
under the cork tree. Use it as a first step
to a bigger opportunity.
Gemini (May 21 to June 20) Despite
the progress made, a hint of doubt
might set in. That’s OK. You need to
stop and consider not only what you’re
doing but also how you are doing. Make
adjustments where needed.
Cancer (June 21 to July 22) The
dreamer is dominant in the Moon Child’s
aspect, but a dollop of hardheaded
practicality is coming up fast and
jockeying for space. The challenge is to
make room for both modes.
Leo (July 23 to August 22) It’s a
good week for Leos and Leonas to
start assessing what they’ve done and
what they plan to do. Moving to a new
environment – home or job-related – is a

shorthair. I’m part of a dynamic
duo of brothers. While I’m similar in
appearance to Maverick, we are quite
different in personality. I’m the more
outgoing brother that will take the lead,
while Maverick is more of the shy, quiet
type. I can play for hours, and Maverick
is more of a crawl-in-your-lap-forcuddles sort of fellow. My adoption fee
is $50, and you can adopt a kitty friend
for me at no additional cost.
Lee County Domestic Animal
Services is located at 5600 Banner
Drive in Fort Myers. Adoptions are
available by appointment Monday
through Saturday from 10:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. Visit www.leelostpets.com
to complete an online application. As
always, cats and kittens are adopt one
and get a feline friend at no additional
charge. For more information, call
533-7387.

possibility for some Cats.
Virgo (August 23 to September 22)
The week calls for Virgos to make tough
decisions, but in a way that leaves the
door open for changes. Ask for advice
from someone who has been in the
position you’re in now.
Libra (September 23 to October 22)
Disappointments are never easy to take,
but you have the ability to learn from
them and go on to success. Meanwhile,
continue to build up your contacts. You’ll
need them soon.
Scorpio (October 23 to November
21) Things might still be going much too
slowly to suit you. But you need the time
to make sure they’re going in the right
direction. It’s easier to make a course
correction now rather than later.
Sagittarius (November 22
to December 21) Showing some
temperament at the way things are going
is one way of getting your point across.
Just don’t overdo it, or you risk turning
away more-moderate supporters.
Capricorn (December 22 to January
19) Things could change more quickly
this week than you like. But don’t fret;
you’ll most likely find that you’re up
to the challenges. The weekend offers
much-needed relaxation.
Aquarius (January 20 to February

ll Lee Health adult acute care
hospitals have been named among
America’s Best Hospitals for
2021, a distinction that places them in
the top two and five percent of hospitals
nationwide, according to Healthgrades,
a leading online resource for information
about physicians and hospitals. This
designation rewards hospitals that
consistently exhibit comprehensive, quality
care across all clinical areas.
“We are honored to be recognized
among the best in the nation for
consistently providing safe, quality care,”
said Larry Antonucci, MD, MBA, president
and chief executive officer of Lee Health.
“This achievement is a testament to the
extraordinary care that our amazing team
provides and the lasting contribution they
are having on the community’s health
through achieving excellent outcomes.”
This year, Cape Coral Hospital
earned a coveted Top 100 spot, placing
them in the top two percent of hospitals
nationwide. Gulf Coast Medical Center,
HealthPark Medical Center and Lee
Memorial Hospital earned the Top 250
best hospitals designation, placing them in
the top five percent. The top distinctions
mean patients at Lee Health hospitals are
less likely to experience medical or surgical
complications and have the best chances
for survival during and after hospitalization.
The list is based entirely on clinical
quality outcomes for 32 conditions and
procedures. Healthgrades evaluates
hospital performance for more than
4,500 hospitals across the nation annually
based on Medicare inpatient data from
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services Medicare Provider Analysis
18) Big challenge coming up? Uncross
those fingers and believe that you’re
going to do well. And keep in mind that
so many people have faith in your ability
to succeed.
Pisces (February 19 to March 20)
Testing the waters is a good way of
learning about an opportunity before
plunging right in. Ask more questions
and be alert to any attempts to avoid
giving complete answers.
Born This Week: You have a gift for
making people – and animals, too – feel
special and loved.

MOMENTS IN TIME
• On March 5, 1770, a mob of
American colonists gathers at the
Customs House in Boston and begins
taunting the British soldiers guarding
the building. The protesters, who called
themselves Patriots, were protesting the
occupation of their city by British troops.
• On March 3, 1865, President
Abraham Lincoln signs a bill creating
the Freedman’s Bureau. The federal
agency oversaw the transition of African
Americans from slavery to freedom. The
bureau was given power to dispense
relief in the South, provide medical
care and education, and redistribute
“abandoned” lands to former slaves.

25B

and Review (MedPAR) database. No
hospital can opt-in or opt-out, nor can
they pay to be evaluated. To learn more
about how Healthgrades determines
America’s Best Hospitals award recipients,
visit www.healthgrades.com/quality/
hospital-ratings-awards.
The honor builds on Lee Health’s
hospitals’ recent recognitions for quality
and safety. Last year, all four Lee Health
hospitals earned “A” grades in the
Leapfrog Group’s biannual hospital safety
grades. The group also named Golisano
Children’s Hospital of Southwest Florida a
“top hospital” for the fourth straight year.

Learn How To
Prevent Diabetes

L

earn about a variety of tools that
have been proven to prevent or delay
the onset of Type 2 Diabetes during
a free virtual program on Wednesdays,
beginning March 3 from 6 to 7 p.m. The
program is designed to help participants
make modest lifestyle changes and cut the
risk of type 2 diabetes by more than half.
The year-long program involves weekly
meetings for the first six months, then
once or twice a month for the second six
months. It is part of the National Diabetes
Prevention Program, led by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).
Information presented in the workshop
can help you become empowered to
prevent type 2 diabetes. Learn about
the benefits of physical activity, manage
symptoms of stress, make smarter
decisions related to healthy eating and stay
motivated with provided tips. Participants
will receive a guide to use as an ongoing
reference tool once the classes are
completed.
Registration is required. Call 424-3127
for more information.

• On March 2, 1904, Theodor Geisel,
better known as Dr. Seuss, the author
and illustrator of such beloved children’s
books as The Cat in the Hat, is born in
Springfield, Massachusetts. Geisel used
his middle name (which was also his
mother’s maiden name) as his pen name.
• On March 4, 1918, the first cases
of the deadly Spanish flu pandemic are
reported in soldiers at Fort Riley, Kansas.
The virus soon traveled to Europe with
U.S. soldiers heading to aid the Allies in
France. The flu would eventually kill 20
million to 50 million people around the
world.
• On March 7, 1923, The New
Republic publishes Robert Frost’s poem
Stopping by Woods on a Snowy
Evening, which begins with the famous
line “Whose woods these are, I think I
know.”
• On March 1, 1966, Venera 3, an
unmanned Soviet probe launched from
Kazakhstan, collides with Venus, the
second planet from the sun. It was the
first spacecraft to reach the surface of
another planet.
• On March 6, 2001, Napster begins
complying with a federal court order to
block the transfer of copyrighted songs
over its peer-to-peer network. Some 60

continued on page 30B
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PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY
NEW HOMES, REMODELING & ADDITIONS

CONSTRUCTION

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CGC1517615

• New Homes
• Consulting

• Remodeling
• Contracting
A BBB Accredited
Business with an +A Rating

P.O. Box 143
Sanibel Island, FL

Phone: 239-472-2601
Fax: 239-472-6506

REAL ESTATE

New Construction
& Remodels

239-593-1998

www.dbrowngc.com

POOL CLEANING, SERVICE & REPAIR

MILLS BROTHERS BUILDING CONTRACTORS

• Custom Home Building|Remodels
• Design Service Available • Sanibel Owned & Operated
Office Phone & Fax
239-472-6711

Joseph Mills Lic. #CBC058789
William Mills Lic. #CBC058788

COSMETICS

40 YEARS IN BUSINESS
Specialists In

THE BEAUTY
OF YOU!

Residential & Commercial Pools
Fast, Reliable Service & Repair
n

Next Day Installation
of Equipment
Retail Location
off Periwinkle
Free Estimates
After Hours
Emergency Service
n

n

n

island condo
maintenance

ICMSanibel@yahoo.com
www.ICMpools.com

Let’s Find your favorites.

Contact me to defy aging.

Maggie Butcher

Call Us Today

472-4505

Ind. Sr. Sales Director
marykay.com/mbutcher
904 Lindgren Blvd., Sanibel, FL 33957
239-395-0978 / 317-509-6014

Veteran Owned & Operated
CPC 1458912

PLUMBER

BRICK PAVERS

Mary Kay® products offer you so many
ways to enhance your beauty and
well-being. Innovative skin care! On-trend
color! Pampering bath and body
products and so much more!

GLASS
Licensed

Insured

# S2-11975

Stevens & Sons Glass

Plumbing repairs
Sewer and drain cleaning
Water heaters • Back flow
Sewer camera, jetting and repair

Lee County Lic. # IP06-00664
Sanibel Lic. # S3-14729

239-560-1199
timsmithbrickpavers@gmail.com

PAINTING

Residential & Commercial Painting

COLOR SCHEMES
on request from

Sanibel Home Furnishings

- Power Washing
- Wallpaper Hanging
- Faux Finishing
- Free Estimates
- Interior & Exterior
- Dependable
- Reliable
- Licensed & Insured
Lic #S3-11944

395-3928 Cell: 841-4302
With your contract
a donation to your
favorite charity will be made.

239-395-2689
Sanibel owned and operated Lic S1-18245

POOL SERVICE & REPAIR

Replacement Impact Windows & Sliding Doors,
Mirrors, Tub & Shower Enclosures, Store Fronts,
Porch Enclosures, French Doors, Plate Glass
Specialists in impact condo complex replacement
2416 Palm Ridge Road
Sanibel Island, FL 33957

Phone: (239) 472-0032
Stevensglass@comcast.net

CONSTRUCTION

Deep-End
Pool Service
25 years experience
License # CPC1457386

239-699-6279
• Pool Heater Specialist
• Sales Service &
Installation of
All Brands
• FREE Estimates
24/7 emergency repair service.
Free estimates for weekly service and repairs!

•
•
•
•
•
•

New Construction
Remodeling & Additions
Kitchens & Bathrooms
Windows & Doors
Exterior Stairs & Decks
Crown Moldings & Trim

Celebrating 11 Years on Sanibel
Sanibel Family Owned & Operated
Patrick & JoAnne Ulrich
239-896-7116
ulrichbuilding@gmail.com
#CRC1331575
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Call Bryan 239-284-3639

PRESSURE WASHING

LOCKSMITH

WINDOW CLEANING

JC Window Cleaning
239-203-5913
407-902-7845
Juan Penaloza

Island Locksmith
Serving Sanibel & Captiva
Islands Since 1976
"Veteran Owned & Operated"

Residential-Commercial-New Construction
Pressure Washing, Window Cleaning and
Gutter Cleaning

2340 Periwinkle Way, J-3
Behind Village Shops
239-472-2394

LICENSED and INSURED

IslandLocksmith@yahoo.com

jccpcleaning@aol.com / jccpwindowcleaning.com

www.sanibelislandlocksmith.com

CONTRACTOR

CONCRETE WORK
• New or Widen Driveways
• New Slabs or Sidewalks
• Repair cracks & Stucco Work
• Steps, Footers, Knee Walls, etc.
• Decorative Coatings, Stamped Concrete
• Concrete Painting, Pool Decks
• Landscape Curbing
•

•

Family Owned & 40 Years Local
Lic cbc1261010 & Insured

www.martinipaints.us

239-313-0980
Martinis Concrete Inc.

CLEANING SERVICES

HOME WATCH

$400 OFF
w/Ad
Ends Soon

Rabbit Rd.
Home Watch Service

Professional Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial
Construction Clean Up
Interior Windows
Home Watch

An affordable
Home Watch Service
based on Sanibel Island.
We are licensed, insured, bonded.

Jennifer Watson

239-558-5733

(239) 810-6293
brightntidy@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured

rabbitrdmgt@gmail.com
www.RabbitRoadMgt.com

CLEANING SERVICE

RON'S
CLEANING SERVICE
Sanibel, Captiva, Fort Myers
Professional, Residential Cleaning
& Misc. Services

Licensed
Sanibel & Lee County Excellent References
Call Ron @

239-463-4227 or cell 239-728-7206

FISHING CHARTER

Light Tackle Sport Fishing
Sightseeing • Eco Tours

CAPT. MATT
MATT MI
MITCHELL
TCHELL

USCG
Licensed
& Insured

C: (239) 340-8651
www.captmattmitchell.com
email: captmattmitchell@aol.com
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PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY
DESIGN, REMODELING AND CUSTOM HOMES

TELEVISION

CONSTRUCTION/REMODELING

“We don’t just remodel,
we create artwork”
chris.artisticinteriors@gmail.com
www.artistic-interiors.com

PAINTING

PAINTING SERVICES

239-989-6122
Lic#RG291 103860, SI 16371

Arbor Specialist Since 1995

by

Martinis Painting Inc.

239-313-0980

$400 OFF

w/Ad Ends Soon

BUILDING AND DESIGN

“Te
Friell A
nd”

• Tree Trimming • Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding

239-910-3256
info@treewestflorida.com

www.treewestflorida.com
P.O. Box 564, Sanibel, FL 33957
Licensed, insured, workers compensation

scape Nursery & Supp
Land
ly

ck, mulch
o
r plants

,

• Exteriors • Interiors
• Deck Staining & Sealing
• Driveway & Pool Decks, etc.
40 Years Local & Family Owned
www.martinipaints.us

ROCK, MULCH, PLANTS

TREE TRIMMING, ARBORIST

South Fort Myers

239-337-7256

gulfcoastlandscapenursery.com
POOL & SPA SERVICE

HOME SERVICES
Yard Service • Tree Service • Pool Service
Home Watch • Cleaning Service

Juergen Schreyer
Owner

Raye Scott (239) 410-3547
scottbuilt@hotmail.com
LANDSCAPE

ISLAND HOME SERVICE

P.O. Box 1050 • Sanibel • Florida 33957
www.islandhomeservice.com
info@islandhomeservice.com
phone: (239) 472-5247 • Cell: (239) 229-6366

PAINTING

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Bonny’s Blooming Gardens

239 822-1939
For all your
landscaping needs

Landscape Design and Installation
Beautiful Palms and Tropicals
Landscape and Lawn Maintenance
Tree Trimming Services
Mulch Application
Property Clean up & more!

CUSTOM HOME BUILDER

Ph (239) 472-8446
DeCorteFour.com

Ron DeCorte
#CBC058483

DeCorte Four

Custom Home Builders, Inc.
We do it all from repairing a door to adding a 2nd Floor
New Construction Too
P. O. Box 922 • Sanibel, FL 33957 • Fax (239) 472-8449

Your Favorite Home
Service Company!
Price Match Guarantee*

Roofing
Plumbing
Remodels
Electrical
Solar Panels
Air Confitioning
General Contractor

quality without question
owner does the work

Since 1986

Specialized Services
• Residential and Commercial
• Interior Painting
• Exterior Painting
• Decorative Faux Finishing
• Pressure Cleaning
• Designer Color Consultations
• Custom Cabinet Painting

275 0425

239•
•
www.RONSPAINTING.com
complimentary estimates • insured

license #pt 000286 • cc 44340 • Sanibel 53-11844

239-472-1101

www.sancaphomeservices.com
2244 Periwinkle Way, Suite 13, Sanibel
2271 Bruner Lane, Unit 6, Fort Myers
Sanibel Plumbing Company – CFC1429575
SanCap Home Services – EC13009454
Milestone Builders, LLC –
CGC1519724 - CCC1331922 - CAC1820364

Milestone Builder, LLC

“Quality” is more than just a word, it is the
foundation of our reputation!
At SanCap Home Services, we are continuing 72 years of service excellence!!
We are a comprehensive home services company that will take care of all
your PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL, HVAC, ROOFING, and REMODEL needs.
Whatever issue arises, you don’t have to deal with it alone, we are always here
to help! From maintenance and repairs to new installation, we are dedicated to
serving your needs and are sure to exceed your expectations!

Financing Available
$500

OFF

Any Bathroom
Kitchen Or Whole
Home Remodel

$500

OFF

Whole Home
Repipe

$200

OFF

Whole Home

Electrical panel

$100

OFF

Duct

Cleaning

$30

OFF

Any

Service
Call

10%

OFF

Roofing

Installation

* Not Valid With Any Other Coupon Or Offer
* Price Match Guarantee Applicable With Proof Of 2 Other Estimates From A Licensed Contracter
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Moments In Time
million users around the world had freely
exchanged digital mp3 files using Napster,
which folded three months later.

NOW HERE’S A TIP
• Fruit math: A tomato or an apple plus
green bananas in a paper bag equals ripe
bananas.
• Empty tissue boxes have so many
uses. Try lining one with a plastic grocery
bag and keeping it in your car for stray
trash. Or you can use it to corral all of
those plastic grocery bags until you need
them – just stuff them in one at a time.
Lastly, and probably my favorite: Cut
out doors and windows to use as houses
for kids’ toys. Imagination makes the
possibilities endless. – JoAnn
• “Jazz up your pancakes by adding
pureed frozen blueberries or strawberries. It

turns the mix either blue or red, and it’s fun
for the kiddos.” – VR in Florida
• “We are always prompted to choose
strong passwords, but a random collection
of letters, numbers and special symbols
can be hard to remember. I make a strong
password by using a coded phrase, like
“My three boys are No. 1,” which might be
“MY3boysR#1.” Just thought I’d share my
trick, but not my password!” – RW in Iowa
• Keep a bottle of club soda handy for
spot stains on carpets or upholstery. It’s
good for more than just drinks.

STRANGE BUT TRUE
• A team of Japanese scientists and
engineers created a fire alarm for the deaf
that works by spraying vaporized wasabi
into the air – it will even wake them up if
they’re sleeping.
• Bees can fly higher than Mount
Everest.
• In 1960, during a period of high
tensions between Havana and Washington,

a Cuban cow got hit by a chunk of a falling
U.S. satellite. Islanders got a dig in at their
American neighbors by parading another
cow through the streets sporting a sign that
read, “Eisenhower, you murdered one of
my sisters!”
• Before trees existed, the earth was
covered with giant white mushrooms.
• All astronauts going to the
International Space Station have to learn
to speak Russian, as the controls of their
Soyuz spacecraft are in that language.
• Fried chicken originated in Scotland.
• Off-duty paramedic Matthew McKnight
earned the dubious Guinness World Record
for furthest distance thrown by a car when
he was hit by a vehicle traveling 70 mph
and was catapulted 118 feet. Amazingly,
while he suffered serious injuries, he
managed to recover.
• There is a Fictitious Athlete Hall of
Fame. Inductees include Rocky Balboa, Mr.
Miyagi and Happy Gilmore.
• You’re more likely to be bitten by a

human than a shark.
• Not that we think you’d actually drink
this much, but 10 gallons of carrot juice
will kill you. Its vitamin A content is high
enough to make your brain swell, along
with other nasty symptoms. By the way,
you can also overdose on the vitamin by
eating a pound of polar bear liver every
day.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
“Actually, in my opinion you never
completely find yourself because you are
always growing as a person and learning
throughout your life. It is a process.” –
Robert A. Bofman

TRIVIA TEST
1. Theater: Which city was the setting
for the musical “Cabaret”?
2. Language: What does the Latin
phrase “veritas vos liberabit” mean?
3. Television: What was the name of

CLASSIFIED
COMMERCIAL RENTAL

VACATION RENTAL

PELICAN PLACE
SHOPPING CENTER

Island Vacations

Palm Ride Road on Sanibel
3 units available or combined 2,400 sq. ft.
(2 at 700 sq. ft., 1 at 1,000 sq. ft).
Call 703-593-7024
6/21 ☼ TFN

VACATION RENTAL

VACATION RENTAL

SANIBEL
You can’t find a long term
seasonal rental on Sanibel
Until NOW!
Stunning remodel and
decorated by Designer owner.
All High End!!
This Gorgeous home offers
3 BR/2 BA, private pool, large 2 car
garage, overlooking conservation area,
Walk to beach. Available for a
minimum of 6 months for the
2021/22 Season. Call to inquire &
book this property before it’s Gone II!.

472-6747

Serving The Islands Rental Needs Since 1975
Gulf Beach Properties, Inc.
2/26 ☼ TFN

Of Sanibel & Captiva
Million $ Views Await You!
• Cottages • Condos • Homes •
Miles of Beaches & Bike Paths
239-472-7277

1-888-451-7277
1/4 ☼ TFN

ANNUAL RENTAL

ANNUAL RENTAL
SANIBEL
Pandemic Hide-Away!!
This Beautiful UF home is
located on a large 2+ lot
parcel affording privacy.
This piling home offers: 3 BR/3 BA,
screened enclosed Pool,
2 car garage and porches
to bring the outdoors In.
Wood floors thru great room,
high end appliances.
Includes pool and yard care.
$3,700/mo.

472-6747

Serving The Islands Rental Needs Since 1975
Gulf Beach Properties, Inc.
2/26 ☼ TFN

SERVICES OFFERED

FOR SALE

HOME WATCH

BIRIA ELECTRIC HYBRID
STEP-THROUGH

239-233-2152
Island Resident / Insured
1/8 ☼ 4/2

2/26 ☼ 2/26

HELPER

Are you elderly, disabled or just
don’t have free time?
I can help!
Just give me a call...
973-919-2116
12/11 ☼ TFN

ROGER NODRUFF ELECTRIC
Dock Lighting, affordable LED conversion.
FPE panel replacement, Landscape
Lighting. Generator Sizing, etc, etc, etc.
Call or text Roger 239-707-7203
State License #13002788
4/20 ☼ TFN

HELP WANTED

P/T BOOK KEEPING/
ACCOUNTING

Once a month, QuickBooks a must,
Flexible schedule,
contact Vince 314-809-4483
2/26 ☼ 2/26

RENTING FOR OVER $1,500?
2427 Periwinkle Way
Sanibel, FL 33957
Local: (239) 472-6385
Toll Free: (800) 472-5385
Fax: (239) 472-5858
www. cottages-to-castles.com

Inbox me your monthly rent amount and
I’ll send you 3 houses you could
OWN for the same monthly payment.
chip@chipwolfe.com
chipwolfe.com
239-848-0906
REMAX OF THE ISLANDS
6/5 ☼ TFN

1/26 ☼ TFN

To advertise in the
Island Sun and The River Weekly News
Call 395-1213

Celeste green
Excellent condition
Email rluebbers@hotmail.com

ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT

The Bailey-Matthews National Shell
Museum on Sanibel Island is seeking an
Administrative Assistant. Experience with
Word, Excel, databases, other business
applications, and good writing skills
required. To apply for this 20 hour/week
position, please send a resume to
info@shellmuseum.org.
1/22 ☼ TFN

SCHWINN AIR-DYNE
MODEL AD3
Low Mileage.
Good Condition.
Asking $325.
Call 472-4420.
2/26 ☼ 2/26

APPLIANCES

• White LG Dishwasher – Mint Condition
• White LG 30” French Door Refrigerator –
One tiny dent on front – barely noticeable
• White Kenmore oven with
white cooktop – Mint Condition.
Non-smoking household. Single Mother,
empty nester so not a lot of usage.
Selling due to renovation in kitchen.
Email for pictures or appointment to see
them. LisaSanibel@centurylink.net
12/11 ☼ TFN

GARAGE SALE

MASSIVE SALE

Household goods, lamps, furniture, clothes,
tools, linens, AC, photos, guitar, folding
bikes, telescoping umbrella, mower,
weedwackers, edger, Rest. Equip.- Prof.
Crafters Dome tent, chest freezers,
tabletop steamers & pizza oven, bar
blenders, hot fudge warmers, bus tubs,
coolers, coffee urn and pumps, cast iron
pans, stainless utensils, pans, bins, cups,
spoons, bowls. To much to list !
Fri. 2/26 & Sat. 2/27.
7-3 956 Fitzhugh Street, Sanibel
Don’t Miss This One !!
2/26 ☼ 2/26

PSA

AL-ATEEN HELP LINE

Are you concerned with a
friend or family member’s drinking?
Call the 24-hour help line of
South Florida Al-Anon
at 941-564-5098 or visit
www.southfloridaal-anon.org.
Meetings are held every day in Lee and
Hendry counties. Al-Ateen meetings are
also offered for ages 8 to 18.
7/31 ☼ TFN

BOATS–CANOES–KAYAKS

BOAT LIFT
RENTAL WANTED

Looking for long-term rental of a
boat lift on Sanibel or Captiva with
direct ocean access.
Call Jim at 603-930-4549.
10/30 ☼ TFN

Cycling
Safety Notes
Ride to the right
Warn to pass
Wear a helmet

WANTED

30 to 34 foot diesel engine power BOAT
cruiser with cabin, 2005 or newer,
please call 607-345-4297 George.
Thank You.

Use lights at night
Always be courteous

2/5 ☼ 2/26

SANIBEL BICYCLE CLUB
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4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

the pet “dog” on “The Flintstones”?
Astronomy: What is a zenith in
terms of our solar system’s sun?
History: How many days were in an
ancient Roman week?
Animal Kingdom: What is a group
of zebras called?
Literature: Which 19th-century
novelist’s last work was titled “The
Mystery of Edwin Drood”?
Ad Slogans: Which brand of pet
food uses the slogan, “Tastes so good
cats ask for it by name”?
U.S. States: Which state’s residents
might be called “Nutmeggers”?
Geography: Which four countries
are included in the United Kingdom?
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Hortoons

TRIVIA ANSWERS
1. Berlin, Germany 2. The truth shall
set you free 3. Dino 4. When the sun is
directly overhead and objects cast no shadow
5. Eight 6. A dazzle or zeal 7. Charles
Dickens 8. Meow Mix 9. Connecticut
10. England, Wales, Scotland and Northern
Ireland

SCRAMBLERS ANSWER

PUZZLE ANSWERS
SUPER CROSSWORD

KING CROSSWORD

MAGIC MAZE

SUDOKU

Top 10 Real Estate Sales
Subdivision

City

Year Built

Square Footage

Listing Price

Selling Price

Days On Market

Metes and Bounds

Captiva

1926

8,672

$12,950,000

$11,000,000

75

Cape Coral

Cape Coral

2020

3,100

$2,400,000

$2,200,000

262

San Carlos on the Gulf

Fort Myers Beach

2001

2,180

$2,155,000

$2,000,000

243

Volterra

Miromar Lakes

2012

4,303

$1,890,000

$1,800,000

100

Fiddlesticks Country Club

Fort Myers

2002

8,364

$1,899,000

$1,750,000

140

Fa Lanes Bayview

Captiva

2008

2,178

$1,799,000

$1,725,000

462

Santini Cross Unrec

Fort Myers Beach

1971

3,020

$1,699,000

$1,715,000

2

Colony Beach Estates

Sanibel

1990

3,340

$1,750,000

$1,700,000

108

Monteverdi

Fort Myers

2009

4,067

$1,699,000

$1,575,000

90

Siesta Isles

Fort Myers Beach

2003

4,532

$1,649,000

$1,535,000

447
Courtesy of Royal Shell Real Estate
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No one’s better qualified to handle your real estate needs than your neighbors!

We ARE your REALTORS

11559 LAIKA LANE

1314 SEASPRAY LANE

NEW PRICE

MODERN, ICONIC, BEACHFRONT ESTATE
• Two Master suites & additional guest areas, 5,000 SF
• Balconies & roof top deck w/ breathtaking views
• An Awesome Investment Opportunity for Vacation Rentals!
$7,500,000

6418 PINE AVENUE

NEW CONSTRUCTION GULF FRONT ESTATE
• 5 BR, 5.5 BA, w/2 Master Suites & lounging areas
• Great room w/ beam ceilings, fantastic woodwork
• Amazing multi-level deck space, negative edge pool/sp
$6,995,000

15261 CAPTIVA DRIVE

NEW PRICE

ON THE BAY
• 3 BR, 3 BA, Open & Spacious, A perfect home or
vacation rental 3,930 + S.F
• Two Master Suites w/ screen lanais & gorgeous views
• Short Walk to beach or west end village
$1,789,000

MODERN BAY ESTATE
• 4 BR, 4.5 BA, furnished Estate 5,690 + SF under air
• Open Concept, Amazing Chef’s kitchen, Master retreat
• Heated Pool/Spa, Deep-water dock/lift & private beach
$12,500,000

15138 WILES DRIVE

CAPTIVA BEACH FRONT
• 102 Feet of Premier Gulf Frontage, Rental Income
• Comfort Meets Luxury, 6 BR 5.5 BA 4611 SQFT
• Private Oasis, Huge Deck space, Pool, & Putting Green
$6,195,000

2445 WEST GULF DRIVE #C3

BEACH FRONT INVESTMENT
• Gorgeous 3 BR, 2 BA, First floor condo
• Updated, spacious open concept w/Gulf Views
• Weekly Rentals, Best Investment on the Island!
$1,099,999

FOR PROPERTIES OF PRESTIGE & PREFERENCE

SAWGRASS PLACE

PREMIER NEAR BEACH LOT
• Incredible single family homesite!
• Private, Beach Access across street
• 10’ Elevation, corner lot off West Gulf Drive
$949,000

15146 WILES DRIVE

BEACHFRONT COTTAGE
• 2 BR, 2 BA, Open concept, light & bright cottage
• Great Investment opportunity w/ Weekly rentals
• Perfect Island Getaway, Beautiful Clear blue waters!
$2,389,000
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